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PREFACE. 


It is to be regretted tliat old Anglo-Indian 
Officials, especially those whose lives have been 
passed in the interior as Magistrates, Superinten- 
dents of I’olice, and the like, do not more often 
cmplfty the time, that we are told hangs so heavily 
on their hands after retirement, in jotting down 
some of their experiences for the benefit of the public 
in England, whose ideas of ( )fficial life in India, of 
the mode in whicdi the country is governed, and of 
the idiosyncrasies of its people are still of the 
crudest. 

Especially as to the “ seamy side ” of the character 
of the mixed population could police officers con- 
tribute much that would not only be very good 
reading, but that woul ^l so prove highly instructive 
to their younger brethren just commencing life. 

General Hervey, who was for many years employed 
in the Department for the Suppression of Thuggee, 
has recently set an admirable example of what might 
be done in that direction. 

It is true that incidents rarely occur in India 
which would furnish material for tales “ k la 
Gaboriau,” or that could vie in interest with the 
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Hansom Cab Mystery.” Highly scientific murder 
is happily as yet unknown in India ; jewels worth 
fabulous amounts are not often made away with ; ^ 
the trained intelligence of detective geniuses of the 
Lecocq type is rarely called for — which is fortunate, 
inasmuch as the Indian police, as at present 
organised, is destitute of the detective element, as 
understood in Europe. 

A very rough-and-ready investigation ordinarily 
suffices to bring home his guilt to the average Indian 
(criminal. As a matter of fintt, the commoner 
offences — murders, manslaughters, and thefts — have 
usually been traced to the perpetrators before the 
constable makes his appearance, and he finds tliat 
the pate] (or head man) and the hum1)le mliar (village 
watchman) have already got the offender in custody. 
It only remains for the constable to get the case into 
order and to supply — whi(di he is very ingenious in 
doing — any ga])s in the chain of evideiK^e. After this 
it runs the usual monotonous course — to the nearest 
Magistrate or to the Sessions, as the case may be. 

But, as every experienced ( )fficial knows, there are 
thousands of serious crimes that are not only never 
discovtjred, but never even reported ; there are many 
reported that never occurred ; and careful observation 
pver a number of }^ears shows that there are flushes 
or epidemics, as it were, of particular classes of crime, 
and there are* others which are pec'uliar to particular 
castes and races. 

* I'hongh His Royal Highness the Hake of Connaught was 
robbed of valuable jewels between Rawal-Pindi and Poona. 
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If a few leading eases from the note-book of an old 
Anglo-Indian Police Official in the Bombay Presidency 
can throw any light on any of tliese matters, I shall 
re joice that my scribblings during a long period of 
sickness and sufiering have not been entirely useless. 

No one can live for tliirty-five years in India 
without being drawn into deep sympathy with the 
people, without recognising the many virtues they 
possess, and the numerous good (jualities which have 
survix ed «ges of ananhy and persecution. It is in 
no hostile s])irit, therefore, that allusion will hereafter 
be macTe to (*ertain weaknesses, certain (*onspicuous 
failings of cJiaracter, w^hich force themselves to the 
front. Tliey are largely (M)in]Huisated for by good 
traits ; such as unbounded hospitality, kindliness of 
disposition, tlje rugged fidelity of the servant to his 
mastei*, whicli (‘ome bach to our minds in very 
prac'tical form wdicn we have left India for good. It 
is my earnest lio[)e that in bringing out tlic darker 
side of Indian charaetei’ I may also have tlirowm light 
on some of the better <)ualities of the people among 
wdiom I liave lived so long. 

On tlie other hand, I trust I may have shown tlie 
need for incessant w^at('lifulness in the administration 
of a couglomeration of nationalities, creeds and castes 
such as exist in India. We habitually shut our eyes 
in India — as in other Colonies — believe that all is 
going on for the best, and abhor pe??feimists. But, 
trite saying though it be, that in India vve vralk on a 
slumbering volcano — the truth of it is now and again 
brought home to us with startling vividness, and an 
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incident fiere or there reveals to us, for the moment, 
the glow of the molten mass on the crust of which 
we walk so blithely. 

In these- pages, I have endeavoured with all 
humility to utter certain warnings which, even a 
year ago, would have been denounced as mere ravings. 
Yet they have been justified very amply since ! And 
on this very day when I despatch my last proof, 
an ominous cloud hangs over the dominions of Her 
Majesty the Queen Empress. It may — let us hope 
that it will — disperse. 

T. C. AllTHUK. 

ll//< J/f/y, 1894. 


P.S. — The following tales are not “ stories,” or in 
any sense inventions. I could give chaptei' and verse, 
could refer to existing records in verification of them ; 
and although it has been necessary to give fictitious 
names oecasionall}'-, I can assure niy readers that in 
almost every case I was personally eoncerned, and 
that the others in some way or other came under my 
personal cognizance. 
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INDIAN POLICE OFFICIAL. 

(^HAITER L 

VINDICTIVENESS. — ANONVMOES LETTERS, THE 

AV()I'I.I)-1!E |•.^nRTCIDK. 


Anonvmovs Lititers. 

IjOOKTNG hack on all these year.s, 1 have eomi! to the 
<‘ouelnsion that by fai- tlie, worst feature in native 
(jliaraeter is vindictiveness, and that it ae,counts for 
nearly all tlic worst crimes in the calendar. The 
slightest tiling arouses it, and it stops at not.hing. 
Its favourite arena is tlie criminal court, its favourite 
weapon anonynioas accusation. 

I wonder how many anonymous letters are re- 
ceived in the public offices in India in a single day, 
and how many of them have the smallest foundation 
of tact ! 

Yet it is by no means safe, especially for a Police 
Officer, to disregard this means of obtaining infor- 
mation ; but it re(|uires no little judgment and 

c 
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discrimination in dealing with it. At least ninety 
out of a hundred are vague, scurrilous, obviously 
malicious, and untrue, and ('an be at once consigned 
to the waste-paper basket. A small percentage may 
serve as warnings, or to put an Officer on his guard 
against events that arc aljout to happen, or to 
indicate public feeling in disturbed times ; a very 
small number will relate facts, or will make specific 
accusations supported by evidence that can be 
verified. 

These last must, of course, be inquirt'd into 
promptly, but with' the utmost caution, lest giicvous 
wrong be done to innocent persons. In most sucli 
cases it will sooner or later be discovered that the 
bin name urzi,” or anonymous letter, was the first 
step in an elaborate and dial)olical conspiracy to 
injure an enemy. 

I remember, fin* example, once receiving an anony- 
mous letter acetusing the ‘"patel,” or headman of a 
village, of having drowned a widow of liis family, 
whose heir he was. Some dozen p(u*sons were named, 
some of whom were alleged to have witnessed the 
murder, others to have seen tlie patel throw the 
body into a disused well witli a stone ti(^d round 
its neck. 

In the prcliminarj^ in(|uiry by a chief consta]>l(^ 
every one of the persojis named gave evidence in 
accoidance with the anonymous letter. But, to my 
mind, the evidence appeared far too good ; and, 
hastening to the spot, I soon found that none of it 
could be true, and that the old widow had ac'tually 



THE WOULD-BE PABRJCTDE, il 

died of cholera, and had lieen cremated in the usual 
public manner. 

Another anonymous letter received in the villaoe 
informed me that the kulkarncc/' or village ac- 
countant, had got up the plot and drafted the fii'st 
letter ; his house was searched, and the rough draft in 
his Inuidwriting was ac'tually found among his papers. 
Ten of tlic gang were then iiulicrted for conspiracy, 
and received heavy sentences at the sessions. 

It is not often, however, that disc'oveiy is so 
ra])id, und then grievous and jmdonged suflering is 
unavoidably occ'asioned to tlie innoccuit a(*<aised. Tlie 
following (*ase, the record of whi(*h no doubt still exists 
in a (icrtain sessions (‘ourt, is so remarkalde in every 
way that I shall relate it in dc'tail, styling it — 


TtIK WoULD-BK PA[tRl(71)E. 

One beautiful evening in November I found myself 
at th(i end of a wearisome march under the Syadri 
Ohauts, or mountains, in the South Konkan. I had 
recently attained to the dignity^ of Acting Su[)er- 
intendcnt of JVdice, an<l, as a, part of my duty, I had 
to travel over the spurs running dowm fi-om the 
(Ihauts, and to phuv h(U*e and there, at the most 
advantageous spots, as many police posts as the then 
new parsimonious police re-organisation icdieme would 
admit. 

The assistant collec^tor was encamped in the village 
below, and 1 was to remain a few days with him to 
combine* business with snipe shooting. Mr. Platt 
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(as I shall call him) had been three or four years in 
char^^e of these same districts. Officials were not 
pitchforked about the Presidency in those good old 
days as they are now. An Assistant Collector and 
Magistrate had time thoroughly to know the people 
and to be known by them ; whereas nowadays it is 
die, oodya geU, asa chdlaW (come to-day, gone 
to-morrow, so it goes on). 

Mr. Platt had often spoken to me of tlie village of 
Narrayengaum as an exceptionally good camp, and 
of Madhowrao, the Khote,'^ or middleman, as the best 
specimen of the old-fashioned Brahmin he had CA^er 
met. Madhowrao paid us a long visit after dinner, 
and I found him all that Platt liad described — a 
kindly, courtly native gentleman, of about sixty 
years of age, above the average height, of spare but 
still active frame, with the intellectual, w^ell-cut 
features and the (uirious green-grey eyes peculiar to 
the Chitpawan Brahmin. 

Platt had previously told me the history of the 
family, which had received this village in Khoti '' 
tenure about a (*entury ])efore us a reward for great 
vservices to the then Pesliwa, and had settled down 
there to reclaim and repopulate it as stipulated in 
the “ Sanad,'' or deed of grant. Madhowrao\s elder 
and only brother had died a few months before. It 
had l)een the boast of the two brothers that no 
process of the revenue, civil or criminal courts, had 
ever been sent to Narrayengaum, and that no 
policeman ever visited it on duty. 

But the burden of Madhowrao s lament to us that 
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night was that all this had changed for the worse 
since his brother’s death. His brother left a son, then 
about twenty-five years of age, whom we saw, and 
set down then and thei'c as a most objectionable 
specimen of the youthful Brahmin of the new school. 
Madhowrao also had a son of about the same age, 
whom we did not see. TIis father was in great 
trouble about him ; he told us that Vinayek had 
for eight or ten years caused him the greatest 
anxiety by absenting himself for months together, 
and wandering about the country as a sort (»f 
“ Gosai,” or religious mendicant ; he would suddenly 
return, and as suddenly disappear. 

He had in this way disapjieared after a two 
months’ visit in the previous month of July, and 
Madhowrao was getting very anxious about him. 
We learnt that since his uncle’s death, Vinayek, 
now known as Vinayek Deo (Deo is a religious 
ahix), had become very intimate with his cousin, 
and that the twxi had combined to put pressure 
on him to consent to a partition or “ Wantup” 
of the village. In short, poor Madhowrao seemed 
to me to be Avonied out of his life by his son and 
uepheAV. I may mention that — his wife having died 
some years before — ^his household was sujierintended 
by his AAudoweil sister, a nice-looking old lady, who 
insisted on our eating some very pungent cakes of 
her own making. I remember that she bored us a 
good deal with her reiterated abuse of the missing 
Vinayek Deo, and it was clear that they Avere on the 
worst possible terms. 
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I must liere, for the sake of my story, descri])e the 
locality, ajjd I should be tempted, if space permitted, 
to dwell at some lengtJi on tlie great iiatui’al beauties 
of the spot. The village lay at the head of a gorge 
or ravine, just below wliere a stream, of coiisideralde 
volume even at that season, and a roaring, foaming 
torrent in the rains, tuml)led over a juecipice, about 
two hundred feet high, into a basin it had worn out 
below- -a ])Ool wliicli, like all pools at the foot of 
waterfalls along the Ghauts, was popularly supposed 
to be of unfathomable de])th, and to be the haunt of 
a monster alligator. < hi a rocky ledge near the top 
of the fall, and almost projecting over it, rose the 
fantastic outline of the laterite-built village* t(unpl<\ 
which, with its red-brown walls liere and there 
(‘overed with patches of delicate fcj*ns, stood out in 
strong relief against the falling wat(*r and the 
brilliant vej'dure of the hillside. The village nestl(*d 
under the hill on tlie left, nearly hichlen from view 
by a dense thicket of bamboos, cocoa-nut trees, and 
rich, glossy-leaved mangoes. Two Imuscis only stood 
on tlie right hand of the stream, that of Madhowrao, 
nearest the toiTcnt ; that of his nephew a hundred 
yards lower down, ea(‘h surrounded by groves of tlie 
‘‘areca,'’ or betel-nut palm — ‘‘the straightest thing 
in nature,’^ some one has (railed it, and certainly one 
of the most graceful of all our Indian palms. In the 
fair season it was an easy matter to cross the torrent- 
lied from stone to stone. In the monsoon, oi* rainy 
season, the cmly means of getting from the village 
to the K hotels houses was by a sort of suspension 
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bridge of bamboos. At tliat season, of course, the 
roar of the waterfall drowned every other noise in 
tlic village. Below the village the gorge spread out 
on either side into a sheet of rice fields, Avhile the 
hillsides were terraced out with infinite labour into 
narrow, plots for the growtli of coarser grains. A 
fairer scene, a more picdurescpie spot, it is impossible 
to conceive. I left it with regret, little thinking 
that I should have to visit it again in a few mont.lis 
to in(|uire into the hoiTible murder of Vinayck Deo, 
alleged^ to have been <‘ommitted b\^ our respe<ded ol<] 
friends, his father Madhowrao and liis old aunt. 

For some time 1 heard nothijig from or about the 
villager At last tJie chief constable, or Foiijdaa*/^ as 
he was termed in those days, rc[)<)rt(‘d that Mad- 
howrao, liaving failed to tra<‘(‘ Ins son, had ap[>li(‘d 
to him for aid, and offered a small reward for in- 
telligence of liiin. A noti(a% Avitli a description of 
Viuayek Deo, was accordingly sent to neighbouring 
districts, and circulated througliout my own charges 
but with no result. 

Some months passenl by, and I was at th(‘- head- 
<|uarters station for llie monsoon with all the* otiier 
district officers, when it was rcporttMl by the same 
Foujdar that he had received by post an anony- 
mous letter declaring, in tlie most (drr.iimstantial 
manner, that V^nayek Deo had been strangled in 
the; dead of the night by his old fatlier and aunt, 
and that, unable to disj)ose of or cany the body 
themselves, they had employed tlieir two farm- 
servants, Baloo and Bapoo, to carry it to the torrent 
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and- cast it into the deep pool, where it would 
doubtless be discovered, if the “ mugger ” (alligator) 
had not eaten it ! 

The Foujdar went on to say that he had at once 
proceeded to the village, had interrogated Baloo and 
Bapoo, who confessed to having been called up by 
Madhowra, in the middle of a tempestuous night in 
the previous July, that they were shown Vinayek 
Deo lying dead, with protruding tongue and eyes, 
and a cord round his neck, that Madhowi’ao and the 
old woman besought them to throw the (corpse into 
the pool close by, an<l that after stripping off the 
clothes, which Madhowrao rolled up and gave to the 
old woman — his sister — they tied a heavy stone 
round it and hurled the body into the water. 

On this the Foujdar had, of course, apprehended 
Madhowrao, his sister, ami the, two se,r^'ants, had the 
house searched, and found a l)undle of clothing and 
a pair of sandals hidden away, and was engaged in 
dragging the pool as well as he could. “The Sahib 
might rely upon his energy and intelligence, but it 
would be a great satisfacth if the Sahib could come 
down himself.” 

Of (tourse the Sahib went down, aiul never shall I 
forget what an awful jouniey I had ! It was raining 
from twelve to eighteen inches a day ; every small 
watercourse was a raging torrent, and the path in 
the lower lands, leading along narrow rice bunds, 
afforded scarcely any footing for my unhappy “ tat ” 
(pony). However, everything has an end, and after 
two long weary days’ marching 1 reached Narrayen- 
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gaum, and put up in the only shelter there was— an 
outhouse at Madhowrao’s farm. 

The Foujdar then produced a bundle full of bones 
he had just fished up from tlie pool, whh^h we sealed 
up and sent off for examination by the Civil Surgeon, 
and then the prisoners were brought before me. I 
was shocked Ireyond measure at the utter collapse of 
Madhowrao. He only moaned, and seemed hardly 
able to articulate, and his old sister kept going from 
one fit of hysterics into another. Having had the 
statements of Baloo and Bapoo pr-eviousiy read to 
me by the Foujdai', I had each of these gentlemen 
brcjught into mo separately, and his handenfis re- 
moved. Then, ordering the polic^e to stay outside, J 
made each of them tell his own tah? in his own way, 
and each of then) repented in substance what I have 
above related, i found it impossible to shake them 
in any way — ‘‘ they had seen tlieir' old master in soio 
trouble; he had asked them to help in getting rid 
of tlie body, and they naturally obeyed him ; they 
knew notliing more ; ihcy had never told any one 
what had happened, aiid could not understand how 
it liecame known; they hoped the Sirkar would be 
merciful, and pardon them for telling the tinth,” and 
so on. The men were ordinary Kunbis (cultivators), 
of average intelligence, but they seemed to me rather 
to overdo their feelings of gratitude and devotion to 
Madhowrao. They repeated over and over the same 
story in nearly the same words. Their evideiwe, in a 
word, was too good, and I made up my mind at once 
that they were lying. 
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Duty, however, required me to take the case back 
with me to the Assistant, my old friend Platt. He 
too questioned the would-be approvers, failed to 
shake their evidence, and took them to the JVIaiiis- 
trate, one of the most experienced officials then in 
India. Here again they related their story without 
deviating a hair's bieadth. Yet the Magistrate and 
Platt wove us convinced as I was that tliey were 
repeating a well -taught lesson ! 

At tlie Magistrate’s desire, but very much against 
my own inclination, I transferred the Foujdar, and 
the police who had been with him at the imjuiry, to 
other posts. The Magistrate took fresh steps to trace 
Yinayek Deo in the suzTounding districts, while the 
prisoners were remanded from time to time for 
further investigation. 

In due <;ourse the Civil Hurgeon deposed that the 
boncis found were those of a bullock, and it further 
transpired that the bundle of clothes (which un- 
doubtedly had belonged to Viiiayek Deo) were not 
found in any way concealed in Madhowiao’s house — 
they were simply laid in his ow. chest with his own 
clothes. We had many interviews with Madliowrao, 
who now constantly repesited, “ Jiwant hai, pun nice 
melya-shiwai nahi yeuai- ” (He is alive, but he won’t 
(tome till I am dead). A mouth or two passed, when 
the transferred Foujdar applied for three months’ leave 
on medical certificate, his health having completely 
broken down (as he alleged) in consequence of his dis- 
grace. With the Magistrate’s consent 1 let him go, and 
I understood he had gone to a relative in Bcjmbay. 
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The case by this time was practically out of my 
hands, and was borne on the monthly register of 
cases pending before Mr. Platt. These were the days 
of the old '' Sudder Adawlut,” now the High Court ‘of 
Judicature, which Avas then famed for penning most 
offensive precepts and comments on the work of the 
Judges and Magistrates. This intelligent 1)ody soon 
noticed Mr. Platt’s delay in disposing of the Narra- 
yengaum murder case, and called for and rec'cived 
exjdanations which only made them moj-e angr}\ 
1.)ctai]ed reports were then called for, and the Magis- 
trate was told that the Court were of opinir)Ji that, 
notwithstanding there was no corjais ddicti^ there 
was still ample evidemv for the ('ommittal of the 
2 )risoners, A fierce paper war with the District 
Magistrate then ensued, au<l s<» tinu* slipped on till 
November, when Platt was again on loni', leaving tin* 
four aceused in the loek-up at 1]{‘ad(|na iters. At last 
the Magistrate forwarded to him a. peremptoiy order 
from the Sudder Court that lie should forthwith 
(jommit the Narrayengaum mui'dcu* ease to the 
sessions, and report within fifteen days that In* had 
done so. 

What followed is Iiest tohl in the following charac- 
teristic epistle, whic'h I shortly after rei^eived from 
Platt - 

“You will be pining to hear from mo, the lii^l details of the 
Xarrayeijgaum innrder (;ase. I only wish yon had Ixicn with me 
at the end, and could have seen how lieavily I scortjd against 
those judicial fossils in Bombay. 

“ Well, when I received their idiotic and, as I think, illegal 
order to c^prnmit, I ordered Madhowrao and Co. to he sent down 
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to Viziadroog to meet me on Monday the 1st inst. On the 
previous evening I was pitched at Pirapulgaum, that little village 
on the opposite side of the creek — you know the place, close to 
the track that comes down from Rajapoor beyond — when a 
couple of policemen with a prisoner arrived, and the naik 
(corporal) in a great state of excitement handed me a packet 
with ‘‘ Zaroor-zaroor ” (urgent, urgent) written all over it. It 
was from your old Foujdar on leave, telling me that he sent the 
missing Vinayek Deo, whom he had followed up and caught far 
away in the Nizam’s territory ! I never felt more like licking a 
man in my life than when I saw the venomous young reptile and 
remembered all poor Madhowrao had suffered. 

“ To cut a long story short, T took him over to Yiziadroog in 
my boat next morning, warning the police not to say who he 
was, and immediately on arrival had up the four ])risoners — 
Madhowrao, his sister, and the two approvers. You can picture 
the scene to yourself. The Court was held as usual under that 
big banian tree in the fort, and I began hy telling Madhowrao 
that I had now received final orders to commit the case to the 
sessions, but that I myself was firmly convinced of his inno(^ence, 
and believed that Vinayek Deo was alive, and would sooner or 
later turn up. 

^ “ You will understand that this little harangue was by way of 
preparing Madhowrao. He, poor fellow, only said, as be always 
had, ‘ He alive, l)ut he has killed me.’ The old lady squatted 
speechless, with her saree (dress) covering her face, and those two 
hounds, Baloo and Bapoo, retained their usual brutally stolid 
demeanour. I beckoned to the ])olice ».'ebiiid the prisoners, and 
Vinayek Deo was brought almost noiselessly up, when I said to 
Madhowrao, ‘Cod is great! Look behind you. Baba!’ He 
turned, saw his son, and fell fiat on liis face insensible. The old 
lady went off into screeching hysterics, but the two others, so far 
as I noticed, never moved a muscle of their countenances. We 
had the greatest difficulty in reviving poor old Madhowrao ; in 
fact, I at one tjme feared ho was a dead man. He was better, 
however, in the afternoon, though terribly weak, and I was able 
to resume proceedings with Vinayek Deo as prisoner No. 1, 
Baloo No. 2, and Bapo No. 3. 

“Vinayek Deo made a clean breast of it, confessing that he 
and that evil-visaged cousin whom we saw at Narrayengaum last 




TJiE IDEXTIFICATIOK IN THE FORT. 




THE WOULD-BE BARBICIDE. IS 

year concocted the plot between them. Yinayek Deo was to 
disappear suddenly, and make his way in disguise to the Moglai 
(Nizam’s dominion), and after a sufficient interval the oousm 
Luxmanrap was to get an anonymous petition sent in denouncing 
Madhowrao and the old lady. Baloo and Baboo were carefully 
coached up as to their story, and told not to vary it by a word,, 
and were promised some land rent free when Madhowrao was- 
disposed of. A more fiendish (conspiracy never entered a Brah- 
min’s brain ! You will have heard that T had the cousin arrested^ 
and I have just committed the lot to the sessions on a charge of 
conspiracy, but I fear the cousin Luxmanrao will get off, for 
there is nothing but tiie confessions of the other three against 
him. 

“ The Magistrate writes me that on his return to the Sudder’s- 
precept he gave them a lec^turc, which they will hardly venture to 
publish in their monthly proct^edings. He adds that he was. 
Sony he could not send on my report, as T asked him to do ; it 
was really ‘ too cheeky ’ ! You must ‘ k(;ep very kind ’ on your 
Foujdar. God knows what would have hceri. tlie end but f(n‘ Ids 
pluck and intelligence ! ” 

The end of tlic case was that Viuayek Deo was- 
sentenced to seven years’ and Baloo and Bapoo to 
three years’ each liard Jaliour, while the cousin was 
cic(j[uitted. Madhowrao and the old lady (juite got 
over it, and lived for sonn*. years afterwards. The 
cousin, however, went on a pilgrimage to Benares 
and died there, so Madhowi*ao had peace for the last 
few years of his life. I did keep kindness ” on the 
Foujdar. lie was rapidly promoted, and died in 
harness as a police inspector. He always declared 
that when he went on leave lie had no clue wdiatever, 
but he was deeply imfiressed by Madliowrao’s de- 
meanour, and v^cry angry at having ])een disgraced^ 
and was determined to find Vinayek Deo if he was 
alive, o^ never return to service again. He first 
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picked up a thread of intelligence at that sink oi 
iniquity, Pandharpur, and his subsequent adventures 
in pursuit of the missing man would make a capital 
story in themselves. 

In the present day, with improved means of com- 
munication by telegraph and otherwise, Vinayck Dec: 
would proba])ly have been found in a few weeks, and 
the plot would not have matured. Even if it had, 
under the existing (.bdes of P.ro(',edurc, Madhowrao^‘= 
suspense would not have been jDrolonged ; the Magis- 
trate would doubtless have committed the case foi 
trial, ])ut at tlie sessions the Judge w^ould have (um*- 
tainly relied greatly upon the assessors’ appreciation 
.of the evidence of the two approvers and the sur- 
rounding circumstances, and Madhowrao Avould cer- 
tainly have l)ecn acquitted, though he would have 
remained under a cloud till his j ascally son turned uj). 

I was at great pains to satisfy myself whether 
Vinayek Deo’s ol>ject really was to get his father 
-convicted of his own murder. I hoped that his 
vindictiveness oiily went as far as seeking to involve 
liis father in disgrace and sux:';ring; but subset juent 
interviews with \hnayek Deo in gaol left me no 
room for douljt. The man himself was actually 
rather proud of his performance, and evidently en- 
joyed relating how the plot was hatched and carried 
■out. He seemed to me positively to exult in all his 
father had suffered, and only to regret that his cousin 
had not shared his own fate. 

As to the motives of the two servants, Baloo and 
Bapoo, I could never discover that they liad any 
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beyond those above-stated ; they were common 
labourers, possessed of no land of their own, and 
they firmly believed that Vinayek Deo and his cousin 
would reward them if they stuck to their story. 
They admitted that they' bore no ill-will towards 
Madhowrao, in whose house they had lived for years, 
and who, as well as his old sister, had always treated 
them well. They were very little higher than 
animals as to intelligence, but had not the gratitude 
that animals show to those who feed them. 
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THE GREAT MILITARY PENSION ERAUDS.- 
TANNAK : THE DUMMY PENSIONER. 

Part L 

In the true history of ‘‘ The Would-he Parricide ” [ 
sketched the progress of a conspiracy, the first step in 
which was an anonymous petition of the false and 
more common type. I now follow it up by an 
account of another, but a true anonymous letter, 
which in a gi’eat measure led to the disclosure of an 
organised system of fraud extending ov(ir majiy yc'ars. 

It is necessary for the puiposes of my narrative 
that 1 should accurately descril)e the localities. I 
might, without risk of injuring the feelings of any one, 
even give the real names of the act(jrs in the drama, 
for nearly thirty-five years have passed away, and, 
with one exception, every one concerned luis long left 
India and been gathered to his fathers ; the record, 
however, no doubt remains preserved in the archives 
of the Military Department. 

My own knowledge of the case is derived from the 
perusal of a copy of the proceedings of a M ilitary Court 
of Inquiry at the time, and from notes furnished to me 
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since by the cliief person connected with' the affair, 
whose permission I have obtained to make use of 
them. During the early stages I was, as the Police 
Officer of the district, necessarily cognisant of wljat 
was going on, but I had nothing officially to do with 
the incjuiry, beyond furnishing a couple of the most 
intelligent and reliable of my constables to aid the 
Assistant Magistrate — men Avho, I am glad to remem- 
ber, thoroughly justified my selection, and ultimately 
rose to posts of (to them) considerable emolument in 
the Bombay City Police. 

In tlie days I speak of, the South Konkan, which 
properly includes the two “zillahs,” or districts, of 
Kolaba and Rutnagherry, was the favourite recruit- 
ing-ground of the Bombay Army. The ranks were 
then filled with stui'dy Mahrattas, descendants of 
Sivaji’s invincible “Ilcdkaris,” inhabiting the spurs 
and valleys below the great Syhadri range of moun- 
tains. Every regiment also contained many outcast 
mhars from the same region, excellent soldiers, many 
of whom rose to high rank. 

All this, I am told, has now been changed ; recruiting 
parties, though still sent into the district, find great 
difficulty in enlisting even the small proportion of 
undersized men that fastidious commissioned officers 
will now admit into their battalions. Eighty-two 
Bombay cotton mills and other factories and tlie 
railways have absorbed all the spare' labour the 
Konkan can provide, and mhars and low castes fill 
the scavenger corps of the Bombay Health Depart- 
ment, Still, there must be thousands of military 

c 
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pensioners spread over this country, whose well-being 
should be the ctire of a humane Government ; and 
if anything that appears in this paper draws the 
attention of authority to their condition, it will not 
have been penned in vain. 

Nearly in the centre of this South Konkan, six 
miles from the sca-board and the little fair-season 
port of Ilurnee, is the old cantonment of Dapoolie, 
formerly the chief of many small military posts 
dotted along the coast after our subjugation of the 
country between 1817 and 1819. Dapoolie survived 
them all, being selected, by reason of its position, as 
the headquarters of the Native Veteran Battalion, to 
which were drafted all invalided sepoys still capable 
of some light duty, but not yet entitled to full 
pension. 

Dapoolie thus naturally became the headquarters 
also of the Pension Pay Department — a department 
of considerable importance even now, seeing that it 
pays away some six lakhs per annum, and in the 
days of which I speak swallowed up nearly the whole 
land rcA^enue of the Eutnaghh Zillah. The Pay- 
master, provided with a strong establishment of 
Purbhus, or clerks, resided here, and twice during the 
fair season was expected to visit the principal towns 
accessible from the sea-board, and at each of them to 
pay the pensioners in the neighbourhood, previously 
summoned I'or the purpose. At Dapoolie itself he 
made quarterly payments, and the majority of the 
pensioners were settled within fairly easy reach of 
the cantonment. The system had been in force for 
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nearly twenty years, during most of time the 

same officer liad held the post of paymaster. 

Instances of personating deceased pensioners had 
occasionally but rarely cropped up, and on tlu^ wliole 
the military authorities liad no reason to doubt that 
all was going well. Towards the end of tlie '' fifties,” 
the Native Veteran Battalion, or the ''tbittram Phab 
tan,” as natives called it, was abolished, having, I may 
mention, done very useful service during the Mutiny 
years, 1857 to 1859, when even the decrepit military 
pensioners joined them in taking all the Treasury 
and other stationary guards throughout the Konkaii. 

The abolition of the cantonment had Ixhui deter- 
mined upon, and specific orders were expected (‘x ery 
month. In the interim the Bazaar-master (an old 
European Officer of the battalion) remained in eliarge 
of the cantonment. 

It was at this time that my friend, whom I shall 
call Colt, joined the district as Assistant Colhador and 
Magistrate in charge of the northern talookas,” or 
sul)- districts, wherein Dapoolic is situate, (’olt was 
an offi(ter of some few years’ standing, cndoA\'ed with 
remarkable energy ; and though in no sense of the 
word a good Mahratti or Guzerati scliolar, yet 
possessed of an unusual practical knowledge of Ijoth 
those vernaculars, especially of Mahratti, \\lii(ih lie 
wrote and read easily, and spoke like a native, lie 
was thus c^ite independent of his slieristedar (s(‘-e,re- 
tary) and karkoons (clerks) ; always opened and read 
his own post, and often wrote his own onlcrs belbre 
handing his correspondence to his office. 
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Many a mile have we two jogged along the tracks 
in that part of the countiy. The only five miles of 
made road in the district at that time was from 
Dapoolie to Hurnee, and one could hardly do more 
than six miles an hour. Colt stopped and talked to 
every knot of wayfarers we caught up ; as I subse- 
quently remembered, ivas particularly conversational 
with those who seemed to be pensioned sepoys on 
their way to the quarterly payment. Their story 
was always much to the same effect : “ It is a good 
and kind Sirkar (Government). Our pensions a, re 
liberal, and we should be content, but tlie soAvkar 
(money-lender) eats us up, and the fSirkar is blind 
and lielplcss.” On one occasion I wais staying witli 
Colt in the Assistant Collector’s jAicturesque bungfdoA\ 
at Humee ; there are, by the way, few more beautiful 
views than that from the spacious verandah. Tln^ 
post w'as l.)rought up, and Colt, in his armchair, 
proceeded to open the various packets, sorting 
and noting on them from time to time. “IIullo,” 
he said suddenly, “here’s an anonymous petition 
saying that a pensioned Jem^ Iar died seven years 
ago, and that his pension is still drawn by the village 
headman.” 

We disc.ussed a little what ought to he done with it, 
and finally the sheristedar (head clerk) was sent for. 
He was not .shown the petition, but simply asked wdiat 
was the usual practice in regard to petitions aljout 
military pensions, and promptly replied that they 
should be sent with an endorsement in English by the 
Saheb to the Paymaster Sahel > for the latter’s disposal. 
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Colt seemed to acquiesce, and I quite understood 
that be bad passed on tbe petition to Dapoolie in 
accordance with tbe usual routine. 

More than a year passed, and Colt, whose children 
were ailing, ol)tained permission to pass the monsoon 
or rainy months at I japoolie, instead of at Rutnagiri, 
the civil headquarters at which I, in common with 
all other civil oflicters, was doomed to stay. An old 
friend of (/olt’s, tlie Medi('al Superintendent of vacci- 
mition, accompanied him, and they took a house 
together. About the middle of the rainy season, 
C'olt wrote to me privately to send 1dm the two 
most re]ial)le and intelligent men iintler me, and to 
let it seem as if the order originated from myself, 
an<l was merely ti transfer to and from liis own usual 
police* guard. At I lie same linn* the Magistrate took 
an opjiortuidly privately of requesting me to give 
(dolt any aid lie migiit ask for, l>iit to ketej) my own 
(iouusel, {IS tliere wjis something serious afoot. Of 
(-oin*se J complied, and for two or tliree months more 
<laily Looked out foi* some stirring news from 
Oapoolic to relieve the horrible monotony of our 
<laily life. 

At ]{ist, one evening late in October, while “ tlie 
station was asscmlilcd and trying to kill time at 
the daily croquet squabble, the bells of ji ‘‘dak"' 
runner were heard approtiching — obviously an 
‘‘ IxKpresh,'’ for the regular post waTs long in, 
Fearing it might be news of a murder or (huioity, 
1 rushed off to the post-office and found one much- 
sealed jacket addressed in Colt's hand to the 
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Magistrate, wlioLsoon sent for me to request me to 
transfer a dozen police to Hurnee to obey Colt’s 
orders. He then showed me that officer’s confidential 
despatcli, and 1 made a copy of it for him, and also 
of a letter which he then and there wrote 'to the 
Chief Secretary to Government, enclosing the fornuir, 
suggesting that a military court of uiquiry should 
assemble at Dapoolie as soon as the “ coast opened ” 
f(.ir native craft, and that Colt .should be nominated 
to prosecute. 

Colt’s report was most scnsatio)ial. It appeared 
that for nearly two years he had been secretly 
eollecting evidence which showed that, not only had 
the pensions (jf decea.sed i)ensione]-s been drawii aftei- 
their deaths, but that there was an organised con- 
spiracy between “sowkars,” or nioncy -lenders, on the 
one hand, and the Purbhu clerks of the Pcnsiim 
Pay Office on the other, by which pensioned sepoys, 
ajul the pensioned families of sepoys perished in 
service, laid l)een systematically I'obbed of then' 
pensions for a hmg series of years. The descriptive 
rolls of the unfortunates — wuLiiout which they could 
not claim ])uymcnt — were jdetlged wholesale to 
money-lenders, who, with the connivance of the 
clerks, sent uj) dummies to personate the pensionci-s 
and draw their pay, which was every evening brought 
t^> the head clerk’s office, and there distributed 
amontr the sowkars, who let their miserable victims 
have a few rupees to cany on with till the next 
pay day. 

Colt had actually arrested two of these dummies 



TEE GREAT MILITARY PENSION FRAUDS. 23, 

with many pensioners’ rolls and the full pensions on 
their persons : he had also seized the account-books 
for two years of the leading sow'kars for three miles 
round, and found abundant corrol)oi‘ative CA’idence 
in them. He had removed the three personating 
dummies to Hurnee in close custody, and they had 
already made a clean 1)reast of it, and disclosed 
ramifications of the plot of the extent of wliich he 
himself was not pianiously aware. Free pardon to 
these personators, and the prompt suspension from 
ofiiee of the entire military Pension Pay Establisli- 
ment, was earnestly solicited. 

The Magistrate felt, and said, that the arrest and 
removal of the j)crsonators from the limits of the 
Chntonmont without the least ccannnmication with 
the Piazaar-raaster, as also the seizure of the sowkar’s 
books, might be regarded by higher authorities as a 
very irregular, high-handed, if not illegal proceeding. 
On the other hand, it was not to be forgotten that 
for some few years tin* military authority in the 
cantonment of Dapoolie had been notoriously lax, 
and was certainly ill-dctined, and he believed Odt 
would be able to justify whatever irregularities 
he might haA^e committed, lie Avould therefore 
strenuously support him at every point. The 
(iovernmeiit in the Sc<a-ct Department (Sir Henry 
Anderson being SecTA'tary) supported him also, and 
the military authorities Avere invited convene a 
(kairt of Inquiry and to suspend the Pay Establish- 
ment ; j)ensioners to be paid in the interval by civil 
agency. 
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After weeks of harassing delay, wliicli Colt 
utilised in collecting and arranging liis evidence, and 
the pay clerks devoted to sending daily scurrilous 
memorials and petitions, anonymous and otlierwise, 
to Government, a “ General Order” appeared appoint- 
ing a Court of Inquiry to assemble at Dapoolie to 
conduct an investio;ation into matters wliicli would 
tliere be officially communicated to them. The 
Military Department “saw no present reason for 
suspending the pension pay subordinates!” The 
Civil Government authorised a free pardon to the 
personators. Of tlie three officers nominated to the 
Court, the President was at Bekfauni, another member 
ill Guzerat, and the third at Alimednugger, and it' 
was nearly Christmas before the ( Vuii' could assembh'. 
The details of their proceedings ami other explana- 
tory matter must lie reserved for anotluir chapter. 
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imiTER III. 

Tin: (iiiEAT MiLii'ARY PENSION ERAEDs — Continued, 
Part TL 

Long l)efore the luilitaiy (.*ourt of iiR.juiry could 
nssemlJc ut Jtapoolie 1 liad an (>j)[>ortunity of seeing 
my fi'ieiid (•oil, and licaring from his own mouth, 
and from liis friend tlie vaccinating* Doctor, the 
dr*t ails of the gnu id coup ly whi<h tlic conspiracy 
liad l)C(‘n a,l last (?xplpde<L 

I was surprised to leani that (^olt had not even 
then takc]i any steps towards ascertaining the truth 
of the anonymous letter (to which I have before 
referred) alleging the fraudulent drawing of a 
deceased pensioner’s pay : he })roposed to reserve 
ihis particular casci for the Court. A. less wary man 
would have worked upon this information fi-oin the 
outset, and thereby, as 1 easily peiceived afterwards, 
have put the (a)nspirators on their guard. 

'^Ilad 1,” said Colt, ‘'followed the regular routine 
and sent the petitioji to the pension pa,}nnastm* for 
disposal, it would probably have l)cen so <ari’anged 
that proof of the fraud would have been difficult — 
worse still, the office might have brought the case 
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forward as a discovery by themselves, and made 
capitrtl out of it before the Court. If, on the other 
hand, I, as Magistrate, had instituted an independent 
inguiry, the office would have taken alarm, and 
guessed that I sus])ccted them generally, and would 
have had ample time and opportunity to ‘ s(pjare ’ or 
warn every one all round. It was wiser to let them 
remain undisturbed in l)lissful ignorance, impressed 
with the belief that the new Assistant Collector took 
no more', interest than his predecessors in pensioners 
or their affairs. It doesn’t do to rush your fence, old 
fellow ! So I’ve left that particular case untouched, 
and have all this time been picking up what informa- 
tion I could get on other matters more nearly con- 
cerning living pensioners and their wrongs. The 
dea<l man’s case, if it turns out true (as I believe it 
will), will l.)e a bonne houche for the Court to start 
n}»o]i, and will strengthen my position before, them at 
the outset.” 

(•olt had derived most of his information from two 
persons to whom I should certainly never have 
resorted myself: a retired Europe, r Conductor of the 
Ordnance Dejiartment, and a young Ihu'see shop- 
keeper — about the last people I should have expected 
to find versed in Jlijidoo life, or to be able or willing 
to impart information worth having. Mr. Daniel 
Monk, the retired Conductor aforesaid, had been for 
som(‘ years settled in a. small village a few miles from 
Itapoolie, where he had leased a few acres of rough 
land, built liiuiseK a small hut, and gone in for coft'ce 
growing, more foi' amusement than with a view to 
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profit. He lived a most secluded life, with oiie old 
Mahommcdau who had been a quarter of a pentury 
in his servit;c. 

Domestic trouble in earlier days was supposed. to 
have driven him to tlic life of a recluse : but, though 
I knew him as well as any one in those parts, ! coidd 
never induce him to speak of, or oven to refer to, 
the past. 

He rarely loft the village ; he hardly set foot 
outside liis gardcJi more than twice a year, when he 
had to wt a life certificate to enable him to draw his 

O 

siiifill annuity : but lie was mueli visited by all 
classes of natives, who hehl liiin in liigii respect foi* 
his blameless life, and perhaps iuitertai.ned sonu^. 
superstitious regard for him )H.M%‘iuse of liis fakir-like 
iiabits. iSoiuehow or other, ho had taught liiniself 
enough Mahintti to be able to read native newspapers, 
but he took no interest whatever in the current 
events that interest Europeans; he was, above all, a 
j)eaeeniakor, and many a foolish (juarrcl was referred 
to him and settled at his little hut, where he might 
be seen any day from the road, seated in his 
verandali or pottering about among his cf.iffee trees. 
A grand old f<*11ow, past sixty years of age when I 
knew him, >six feet two in height, and as straight 
as a dart, invariably (tlad in a loose stripofl (Mutton 
hlonse, pyjamas, nati\'e sandals, and no stoerkings. 

I have lH‘eri led to describe him, bcenu^e he subse- 
(juently jdayed an important part in anotlier matter. 
''But that’s a] j other stoiy,” as Kipling says ! Living 
this life, he had come to know many of the native 
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pensioners ; and liis old servant — who, I verily 
believe, thought he was a saint — brought many of 
tlieni to him with their troubles. 

Julloo was the son of an old Parsec shopkeeper, 
wlio supplied the few European officers in Uapoolie 
with '‘Europe stores/' and the richer native pen- 
sioners with P>ritish l)randies and other poisons. A 
^'ery intelligent young fellow of twenty-five was 
Fulloo, extremely energetic and pushing — as all his 
people arc — and very popular with Euroj)can and 
native alike. 1 am much afraid, liowevcr, that Colt 
would have got very little assistance out of Fulloo, if 
Fulloo's bilmlous customers among the pensioners 
liad paid their little accounts rcgulailj;' : but the 
(M )nspirators wdio robbed them, in tlieii greed left the 
men barely sufficient to live upon, and were foolish 
enough not to let Fulloo s lulls be njgarded as a first 
claim on their pensions. So Fulloo naturally hated 
the usurers and the office purbhus (clerks), and was 
ready enough to inij)art all he know — aiiil perhaps a 
little more — to Colt, to Avhom, however, lie subse- 
<juent]y proved a most valuable egent. 

1 must here briefiy descri))e, for the information of 
uninitiated readers, the process of pension payment 
as it then existed and prolialdy still exists. It was 
simplicity itself. On being admitted to pension, 
each man or Avoman was carefully examined, and a 
descriptive roll drawn up containing minute details 
as to age, height, any distinctive marks or scars, 
general appearance, and so forth. A cof)y of this 
document, showing the monthly amount payable, and 
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where payable, was then handed to the pensioner in 
a neat tin ease, with instructions to present it each 
(|uarter to the Pension Paymaster. In his office it 
ouglit to liave remained for a day at most for com- 
parison with the register, then tlie pensioner’s name 
was ('ailed out, and on his answering to it tlie Ihmsion 
Paymaster was bound to compare the claimant witli 
his descriptive roll, and tlien to pay him the (]uarter’s 
pension in arrears, endorsing on the back of tlie roll 
the date and amount paid ; the roll was then 
returned to the pensioner. It was exj)ressly for- 
bidden by general orders that the pensioner should 
transfer, or by sale or mortgage, part with his 
des(.*riptive roll. Tlie roll of a de('-cased pensioner 
was, or sliould have been, returned by the village* 
(officers to the Pension Pay ()lli(*.e with a ]*eport of the 
death. Nothing (iould b<i simpler, notliing could be 
more perfect; as a system, to secure tlie pensioner 
getting his pension himself, or to protect the Govern- 
ment against fraud, imnudcd the Pension Paymaster 
rigorously adhered to his orders, and did what he 
certified on honour every ([uarter he had done, viz. : 
comjjared each ])ensioner with his descrqjtive roll at the 
time of payment. 

But tins comparison was a tedious and trouble- 
some business, and the certificate “ on lujnour ” came* 
to be regarded as a form. From a comparison of 
only a perctentage, it at last bc(iame* the rule to 
compare none of tlie pensioners witli their rolls ; and 
a large majority of tlie pensioiKU's, ignorant and 
improvident as tluiy mostly are, habit uall}^ pledged 
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tlicir rolls with the money-lenders for cash advances. 
The pensioner, at any rate, could not draw his pen- 
sion without producing his roll, and it was not given 
to him till the sowkar or usurer, had got a fresh bond 
out of him up to date. Even then the sowkar 
usually accompanied his client to the Pay Office, and 
sat outside — armed with a decree of attachment, in 
most cases — till the victim came out with his roll 
and money. 

But there were many usurers who would not even 
trust their clients so far as this, but refused to let 
the rolls jaiss again into the hands of their pensioner 
debtors. Thus a systimi of dummy pensioners grew 
up Avith the connivance of the clerks of the Pay 
Office, who, (.>f course, were regularly remunerated 
by the usurers, or not unfi-cquently had shares in 
the loans. The usurers then juivatcily handed over 
their clients’ rolls to the clerks, and on an ap2)ointc(l 
day dummies deputed by the usurers rvent U]3, 
;inswcrcd to the clients’ names, drew the money, 
I'cceived the rolls, and handed the Avhole (money and 
ri.)lls) to tlie usurt'r at the end of the day’s weak. It 
may easily be conceived how completely an indebted 
pensioner was at the mercy of his creditor, how great 
Avas the facility and tcmiitation to the office clerks in 
the case of deceased pensioners. 

Having mastered the outlines of the nefarious 
eonsj)iracy, Colt’s main object Avas to get at the 
dummies, to catch them in the very act, with 
fxmsions and descriptiA'c rolls on their persons. It 
Avas with this object that he settled himself down at 
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Dapoolic in tlie monsoon with liis friend the doctor, 
in a bungalow, only separated from the office and 
residence of the paymaster by a public road ; these 
houses, like all the officers' houses in the station, 
stood round the edge of and faced the little parade- 
ground. The brook Jog" ran behind tliem, so that 
persons with information had easy aeeess along its 
rocky bank to Colt’s office Avithout being seen by 
the assembled pensioners and usurers, or l)y the 
clerks in the Pay Office. 

About a hundred yards off, on the parade-ground, 
stood the old quarter-guard, wliero the tj'casure 
needed for payment was kt?pt. From it ever}' 
morning a little procession oi* clerks, wiiJi two or 
three pensionei’s (-arrying bags yf money, wended its 
way to llie Pay Office, and IVoui the offi('(‘ a. similar 
little pro(‘ession I’eturiied ‘every evenijig with the 
uncxjjended balance. Colt socm learnt that the 
principal dummy was one Tanuak, and that lie was 
(commonly employed to carry the treasure to aiul fro. 
It was some weeks, liowcver, before relial)le informa- 
tion was l)rought by Fullou that certain large 
peiisio]is were to be drawn by him. 

At last one evening Fulloo rushed in from the 
brook, and rep(n-tcd that Taimak had drawn three 
heavy pensions, and that another dummy had drawn 
others, and that they probably had both tlie cash and 
descriptive rolls on them. Colt and the**do(.'tor had 
just time to issue certain orders to his own police 
and to ensconce tJjcmselves ])e]iiiid tlie garden hedge, 
when the little procession emerged from tlie Pay 
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Office, Tannak leading, loaded with, one hag of coin, a 
pensioner carrying another, the treasnrer and another 
clerk and a peon bringing up the rear. Allowing 
them just time to enter the quarter-guard, Colt and 
the doctor raced to the door, entered and shut it, and 
Colt, turning to Tannak, said, ‘‘ Tannak, I take you 
prisoner ! You have just drawn the pensions of 
Subedar-Major Earanak, Jemedar Babaji, and Kowji 
Naique, and you have the money and the descriptive 
rolls in your waist-cloth ! 

Without a word, but in abject terror, Tannak pro- 
duced what he was taxed with, saying, ‘‘ The 
sowkars and the clerks have taught me/' A similar 
formality with similar results was gone through with 
the pensioner dummy, who had two pensions and 
rolls on his person. Not a word was said to the 
clerks, who were speechless with fright. The two 
prisoners were at once escorted by Colt and the 
doctor to the limits of the cantonment, and handed 
over to Colt's own police guard, which he had ordered 
out for the purpose, who conveyed them in a cart to 
the lock-up at Ilurnee. Colt thei went to five or six 
usurers houses in small villages adjoining the camp 
and secured their account-book.^, which he at once 
took off to Hurnce for minute examination. It was 
certainly very neatly managed. 

The two dummies were, of course, set at liberty 
directly Colt received Government sanction to tlieir 
being made approvers. Of the old fellow arrested 
with Tannak, and three other pensioners similarly 
employed from time to time, who subsequently gave 
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evidence i>efore the Court of Inquiry, it is unne- 
cessary to speak further ; but Tannak merits special 
description. 

Tannak was the son of an old Subedar-Major, who 
had <listinguished liiniself at the brilliant little battle 
of Koregaiini, and in his old age had settled down 
at Dapoolie with a special pension. There, in the 
Mhai\s’ quarter, he Imilt himself a good stone liouse, 
buying the occupan<*y riglit of a few acres of good 
land in the vicinity. Jle brought up his son for the 
army, and Tannak was duly drilled in tlie ‘'juvenile 
s(|uad ’’ up to the age of sixteen, when he so lamed 
himself in an a(‘cident that lie <*ou]d not be enlisted, 
and after liis father’s death he had to live as best lie 
could on the family acu-es. Needless to say, they 
were soon rnortgagcHl to a usurer in the neighbour- 
hood, who employed him for many years in his 
transactions with low-caste (dients, proc'css serving, 
(^xei'utions, and the like. 

A fine-looking fellow, well set up and drilled, with 
a (icrtain military smartness about him, Tannak was 
unusually intelligent, and, having miraculously ab- 
stained from drink, was always trustworthy. So it 
came to pass when he grew^ older tliat lie w^as 
employed, first liy Ids own usurer, then liy others, 
ami finally by usurers and office clerks together, as 
their most relialile agent at pay time, when he com- 
ported himself exai'tly like a pensioned sepoy, and no 
ordinary observer would have lielieved but tliat lie 
\vas one. The man was full of humour, and made 
us almost <lie of laughing wdien ho related his ex- 


D 
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periences, and acted over and over again how he used 
to go up aiid salute the Paymaster sahib, and say 
“ Hazzur”^ to any parth'ular name called out for 



TASTNAK. 


whi(di lie was to answer. He rarel}' drew move tlian 
two pensions in ojie day (!), one in the morning and 
one in the afternoon, lest the sahib luigiit remenilier 
him; but on spei'ial occasions, such as that on which 
* Prej^eut. 
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he was arrested, he liad drawn as many as five, 
making seme slight alteration in his dress and voice, 
and manner generally. The man was, in fact, a born 
actor, and thoroughly entered into the fun of the 
thing. He thought it a great compliment that he 
was always told ofi‘ to personate the pensioners ot 
high 3*ank, and was <|uite proud of having drawn 
the pension ajid special allowance of Hubedar-Major 
and Sirdar liahadur llamnak foi* four yeafs witliout 
intermission. 

He des<‘rib(‘d to us with great drolleiy th(‘ noc- 
turnal meetings of usurers, <‘h‘rks, ami defra,mled 
pensioiH'rs, lie, canny man, neitlnn’ gave u]> (%‘ish nor 
rolls till lie had reecaved his own little eommission 
down, ten, HfteiUi. oi* even twmily rupei's, and then 
he wonhl ivy to gel lict-ter terms for th(‘ poor ]H‘n- 
sioners conceriH‘d, and had c^veji tlireatemHl to s])lit if 
enouglt money were* not d(»h‘d out to (vieli to carry 
him on to next <|uarter-day. He was thus a 
persouagi* of no small importance and influence in 
the iu‘ighl)ourhood, and did (.Vilt right good service^ 
when the Court was sitting, j afterwards employed 
him n^gulail}' as a. se<a*et dete(,*tive. He never fai]c<l 
me, (uitcriiig con aniorc into any muttei* (‘onfided to 
him, and on more than one occasion displaying 
remarkable <]ete('tive ability. 

To ])ro(‘eed with my tale. Wlien Colt knew that 
the sealed oi-ders for the (\:)urt had arriv(‘xl at 
DapooJie, lie took Tannak bacdv with him, and, much 
mon^ c(»nfident in his staunchness than I must con- 
fess I was, let him run loose, as it W(M*e, among Ids 

i> 2 
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old associates. Of course, both sowkars and office 
clerks did tlicir utmost to corrupt him, and to induce 
liim to throw Colt over before the Court. Tannak 
.heard all they had to say, and held out vague hopes, 
but he never really wavered, and soon furnished Colt 
with a very valuable piece of information. 

The sealed orders came in a large packet addressed 

To the President of the Court of Inquiry convened 
under General order No. so-and-so — to await arrivaV 
The post-master, a Pur}>liu,* ought, of course, to have 
kept it in his own (*harge till the P]*esident’s arrival, 
but he chose to deliver it to the Bazaar-master, who, 
very imprudently — not to say improperly — retained 
it in his drawer, where it was accessible to his (*lerks, 
all bosom-friends of the Pay Office clerks. Tannak 
had not been a week back at Dapoolie when he 
informed Colt that by some means oj* other they had 
got a copy of the orders, and were ))usily engaged in 
devising means to meet Colt/s charges l)y influencing 
certain witnesses whose names were mentioned. 

The first arris^al Avas Waller, the junior meml)er of 
the Court, a very (flever youi;;i fellow and an excel- 
lent Mahratti scholar, who subsecjuently earned the 
Victoriji (h’oss, and rose before his death to high 
position in the Political Department. He had not 
the remotest idea what the subject for inquiry was, 
and must have had rather a dull time of it for a week 
or so ; being impecunious after his long journey, 
as any subaltern Avould be, he suffered no little dis- 

* Purblius by caste are almost always clerks or writers by 
profession. 
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comfort, for he saw the danger and impropriety of 
l)orrowing from any one on the spot. 

Tlie fact, however, that he was very hard up was 
soon made known in the bazaar, and Fulloo’s first 
important service was to tell Colt that it had been 
arranged l)y the conspirators that one of tlie chief 
pec(*,ant usurers was to call on him one evening and 
offer him a loan. Colt thereupon wrote him a con- 
fidential note warning liira of the coming visit, and 
to be on his guard against all and sundry. The 
lieutenant in due course wrote that the visit and 
proposal had duly come off, and that he should 
report the incident to President, as he afterwards 

did. 

The President and second nnunber of the (.^oiirt 
ari’ived iicnrly togetluT, and no time was lost in con- 
vening the tirst m(‘eting. Tlie selection of tl»e Court 
did great credit to the judgment of Ilcadcjuarters. 
The President, a brevet-(‘.olonel of no small personal 
experience of military courts-martial, had a suHicient 
('olkxjuial knovvdedge of the vernacular, and tliough 
somewhat brusque and hasty, was remarkably quick 
of o])servation, and the incarnation of fairness. 
t^>tain Bird, the second member, liad long lieen 
adjutant of his regiment, and was an unusually good 
Mahratti scholar, besides being an excelhmt ac- 
countant. 'Idle members were nearly strangers to 
each other, and complete strangers to tlie Pension 
Paymaster and to Colt. 

At the preliminary meeting the President, after a 
short address, produced the sealed packet of orders, 
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together with an official letter from tlie Bazaar- 
master, reporting that it had been handed to him 
(the President) by the Bazaar-master. He was about 
to open it when Colt rose and deferentially requested 
that it should be first inspected, and its appearance 
and condition noted. The President could not sup- 
press a look of angry surprise towards Colt, a sort of 

“you d d (‘heeky young civilian kind of a look, 

but, controlling himself, said : “ AVell, gentlemen, 
there’s no harm in thatJ^ And proceeding to inspect 
the seals 1)efore passing the packet round, ejaculated, 
“ Afy Cod ! gentlemen, it has been tampered with ! ” 
Ajid so it, (widently had ; l)y some moans — ])r(>bal)]y 
with the heated blade (jf a knife - the seals had been 
evidently raised, and re-set, hut the paper under the 
seals liad been cut ! Tableau I Marked change in 
the niannci' of the President to (bit the prosecutor. 
Bazaar-master and post-master summoned to the 
tburt Packet (carefully cut open ajid (.‘on tents read, 
whil(‘ the fburt awaited the arrival of the two officials. 
Th(‘ junior meinl)er piaxluces coiTcsponchmce with 
Colt, and reports the loan imadent. Though notes of 
pro(;e(3dings drawn uj), and the Pension i^iymaster 
summoned to appear forthwith v »th all his offi(?e 
establishment. 

Meantime arrives the post -master, who states that 
he handed the pac'het to the Bazaar-master, as being 
the chief fnilitary officer at Dapoolie. The seals 
were then intact, and did not bear their [)resent 
appearaiK'e. The Bazaar-master, by no means a 
“ master mind,” says he received the sealed packet 
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from the post-master, though it was uot addressed 
to his, (‘.are ; thought it was all right ; did not think 
of examining tlie seals ; put the packet in his office 
drawer; does not always lo(*k his office drawer, hut 
is giiite sure none of /tis establishment would dare 
to look into it ! President, dismissing him, observes 
briefly that the fac'ts will be fortliwith reported to 
army ]iead(juarters.^ Tlien enters the Pension Paf- 
inastei*, with some eight oi* ten ('lerks and a (*oupIe 
of ])eon.s. The contents of the sealed pneket are ivad 
out to them, and tliey rcijm^st that a, (*opy may be 
supplied to them. The Paymasttu* is warned to k('ep 
his office pa|)ers under lock and key, and told that 
lie will b(* informed when his own pr(‘senee (>r that ol 
his ('lerks is re<[uire(l 

Tin* 1 hesident, inviting ('(d- to remain for ('on- 
sidtation, declarf^d find he had heen mmdi impivsstal 
by the iin'idcnt of the tam[)ered-with s(*a.ls, and 
[‘(‘solved that it Im* forthwith reported to armv head- 
<[uart(*rs. (bit, meekly ohserving that he had excel- 
lent. J'easons for siisp(*cting foul play, ventured to put 
in a letter asking, for reasons stated, that the Court 
slnadd also iT^comiiicnd tin* imnn'diate suspension of 
the entire Pension Pay Establishment, and the traiisfc*!* 
of all its rei'ords. and, temporarily, of all its duth'.s, 
to the (Joui t itself. ( ^)nsiderab]e dis(aission followed. 
Colt re( [nested to withdraw, was re-ealled and in- 
formed that the (Joiirt had decided 1?() adopt Ids 
suggestion and to forward his letter. Adjouiaiment 
f<i)Le die. 

N.]].-- He was [a'oiuptly retired from the service. 
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Such is a luief record of the opening day, and it 
must be admitted that Colt scored heavily. He 
never would tell me how much he knew about the 
sealed packet ; but I have a shrewd suspicion that 
from some place of concealment he actually saw the 
packet opened by the clerks and certain usurers in 
secret conclave. If so, he must have possessed 
amazing self-control not to have seized them in the 
act. 

Almost by return oi post the President received 
authority from army head(juarters to suspend every 
one they named and to carry on the Pension Pay- 
master\s duties pending further orders. Captain 
Bird a<.'cordingly took possession of all the office 
papers, and from this point the inquiry may be said 
to have begun. The proceedings were from time? to 
time sensational in the extreme, but the account of 
them will take another chapter. 
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(mPTER IV. 

THE (JRKA'r MILITARY PENSION FRAUDS COUtinuecL 

Part 111. 

After the .uraml coup of the suspension of the eiitire 
l^(‘Usion Pay Department therii was a lonf>^ lull at 
DiipooHe. The (.■ourt of lii([uiry were fully oc(‘Upiecl 
in inakini;’ lists of aiul taking’ over the dorinnents in 
the, otti(M% and in mastering the offiee routimL 

My friejid ( V)lt went off to the village wherein had 
resided the deaaised pensioner, whose pension — so 
said the anonymous 2)etition — had been drawn for 
S('veji y(\aj-s alter Ins death. The ease was a very 
clear one, and the conspirators, who included the 
village ]iatel and kulkarni, were duly committed to 
the sessions ; where, I may mention, they \vere soon 
after convicted and senteiK'.ed to various long terms 
of imprisonment. Thei-e was no direrd. evidence, 
however, to support theii- story that the (derks in 
the Pay Offiee were cognizant of, and shared in, the 
plundcn*, hut Colt had no doubt this was so. 

Ill due course the Court reassembled, and Colt 
opened his case, first of all -by putting in copies of 
the proceedings in the deceased pensioner's case just 
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referred to. He then called his best witness in his 
strongest ease, that of Sul^edar-Major Sirdar Bahadur 
liamnkk Bhagnak. I have already mentioned that 
for specially good service he, from one fund and 
another, received the (to liim) magnificent pension 
of sixty-seven rupees a month, or rather tJiat, with 
the connivance of the (tierk, my friend Tannak drew 
it regularly for the sowkars, who doled out to him 
about ten rupees a month ! Throe, of these cor- 
morants had him down in their books for several 
hundreds of rupee,'^. Every quarter-day he ])assed a 
fresh bond to each creditor, and the whole of the 
sowkars dealings with him were found carefully 
re(H)rded in their acc'ounts. Th(‘ fine old fellow 
resided in Da 2 X)olie. His appeai'ance was lainiliar to 
every one, and his deeds of j.)rowess wejc* ('omiuoii 
talk. Almost every day he might be seeii wemding 
Ins way ac'ioss the maidaii,’^ or parade-ground, witliin 
a few yards of the raymaster’s ohi(‘e, (hid in a hmg 
white gaberdine, or night shirt (as Wi‘ should j*athi‘r 
term it in these degenerate days), a long staff in his 
hand, his beard and fieree-iooku g white mustachios 
curled uj.)ward and backward, and always aca'.om- 
panied by a child or two. 1 remember a sketch of 
Van Ivuith’s wliich might have lieeTi his j^rortrait. It 
was truly remarkable that a j)ersonage so notable — 
the head of the pensioners’ list — should not have 
been tJeated with s2)ecial lionour and (*onsideration, 
that his absence at eaidi quaiterly payment for mo.i*e 
than four years should not have attracted the 
attention of the 2 )ayniaster ; but so it was ! 
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Mr. Colt assured me that his grand soldier-like 
appcaianee, his frank demeanour, and the f)})vious 
truthfulness with which he gave his evidence liad 
as powerful an effect on the (A>urt as lie himself 
cahmlated upon. 

ttolt then pro(*eede<l to call over a. hundred wit- 
nesses in dozens of similar cases, and ('ould liave 
gone on foi- months, but that the President declared 
that the Court was satisfie<l. A short report of f)ro- 
gress was then made to army head(juarters, and 
])ernnssion was asked for and obtaiiual for the Court 
to adjourn to Chi|)loon, another important ]>aying 
station. A few more im]>oi1ant <uiscs were pii'ked 
up there, and then the CVairt nuuriKHl to iJapoolie, 
and ])r<‘paj(‘d and send in a voluminous r(‘.})ort. They 
were jiromptly instriuded to •'^u))ply the Paymaster 
and the r]{‘rks with a ‘ Opy of it, and to eall uj)ou 
them tbi* an} explanation they might desire to 

ve. 

'riic .l’a\'ma.st(‘r oU'c.tci.l to appear personally Ijoforc 
tlio ('ourt; his suliordiiiates promised to submit a 
joint written defence. In due course the Paymaster 
aj>[)eared. ami the pitli of his alignment was, tliat in 
the twenty )'ears lie had performed the duties, he 
had no douljt tlnit la.xity had crept in, but that he 
was conhdeut in the rei-titude of his clerks, wliom he 
vehemently declared to Ix^ maligned indii iduals. 

Asked by the President if he. habitually compared 
each applicant for payment of his pension with his 
de.scription roll, he was foreeil to admit tliat he had 
not done so for some years, as his experience was so 
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great that he was confident he could detect persona- 
tion at a glance. 

Asked how he reconciled it with his duty to sign 
at the foot of the (piarterly list of payments the 
certificate, “ 1 hereby certify on my honour that at 
the time of payment 1 duly compared each pensioner 
with his descriptive roll,” the poor old gentleman said 
that he had regarded this as a mere form ; and he in- 
sisted again and again that he never could be deceived, 
but should instantly detect aiu" personator. 

At this moment the President, after consulting 
with his colleagues, passed a }>encilled note over to 
Colt : “ Call Tannak in (juietly from behind.” Now 
Tannak was always kept handy at the stable. Colt 
slipped out and told 1’aiinak to go round and come 
up to the front door just as he did when drawing 
pensions. In a few minutes Tannak appeared at the 
threshold, and, draw’ing himself up, delivered himself 
of a military salute, ejaculating, “ Saheb I Meri urzee 
hai ” (I Jiave a petition to make). 

Quoth the President, “ Major, look at that man ! 
Is he a pensioner ? ” 

“Certainly he is,” replied the major. “1 am quite 
familiar with his appearance.” 

“ Doubtless you are, sir,” drily remarked the Pre- 
sident. “This man is Tannak, who has often per- 
sonated pensioners, and drawn four and five pensions 
in a single day.” 

Tableau I in the midst of which the poor old pay- 
master drifted away, and Tannak, saluting, returned 
to his stable. 
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After numerous and at last peremptory messages, 
tlie clerks came to the C-ourt with a document pur- 
porting to be their defence. It consisted mainly of 
gross abuse of C\ilt, the prosecutor, enlarged on a few 
dis(irepancies in the evidence, and announced their 
intention of prosecuting (V)lt for suborning evidence. 

Asked if tliat was all they had to say, they replied 
in the affirma tive, I ait expressed a hope tliat the 
Court woiihl receive any further statement they 
might be able to make. The rresident said that it 
would take the (^ourt ten days to jirepare their report 
to headquarters, and that they would receive any- 
thing tendei’ed on or l)efore the teutli day, when the 
doors would be elosed, and tlie prosecutor himself 
would leave the neigh bourliood on otJier urgcmt duty. 

Colt thought he o)»served the clerks rather ])rick 
up their ears at tlie iattei* piece of news, and deter- 
mined not to relax liis vigilance in the interim — 
and he was repaid. The ten days slipped aw^ay 
witliout a sign from tlic clerks, and Colt made his 
arrangements for a hmg march on tlie eleventh day. 
The evening Ijefore, he was walking down the bazaar, 
when he came upon om* of the petty sowkars wliose 
books had not lieen seized at the outset, but who had 
lieen casually mentioned in the course of the in<]uiry. 
The man was wvalking briskly and somewhat jauntily 
along, but on meeting Colt he was visibly discon- 
certed. fV)lt ('ould not understand wlmt it meant, 
and for the time <lismissed the matter from his 
mind. Very early in the morning, liowever, he was 
awakened l>y the Farsi informer Fulloo’s A^oice at his 
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bedside in the old deserted bungalow in which he 
slept. '‘Saheb! Saheb! get up. The clerks have some 
‘ daga ’ (treachery) afoot ; they Ve had a meeting with 
Dewchund Shroff.'’ Now Dewchund was tlie very 
man Colt had met and disi'oncerted on tlie previous 
even mg 

After some j)alaver with Fulloo, Colt decided only 
to pretend to go, and to make his way back to 
Dapoolie b}^ eleven o'clock. Accordingly r^hota 
hazri " (early breakfast) was taken as usual, and the 
remaining kit sent off, and about seven o'chx'k Colt 
cantered round the ^'maidan" and took a cordial 
farewell of the nicmbei*s of the (burt, and then 
started ostensibl)^ on the mar<*h. Four or fiv(‘ miles 
off he turned ba<'k, and, knowing the ground well, 
made his way round by a ''nullah" to the back of 
his old house, sta1)led his '' tat," and from a clump of 
bushes wat('hed the entrama* to tlie court’s office. 

About half-past t(m he peixauved a procession of 
spoth'ssly-dressed clerks filing into the coin-t’s (‘om- 
pound or garden : and shortly afterwards, lahiig sure 
that they were before the (Vain, he walked quitffly 
dowm, and entering by a side gate <.blt was in the 
court-room before the clerks (vdio Avere sceated in a 
semi(‘irclc with their backs to him) could perccivT) 
him. 

Hullo ! ” shouted the Presideiit. " What — not 
gone yet ? " 

"No," said CV)lt quietly. " I thought Fd just see 
it out to-day." 

" Well, Mr. Prosecutor," <j[Uoth the I’resident, " your 
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presence is most opportune, for the accused have 
just ]>rought us a letter which they say contains 
matter of serious import to them, and we may as well 
go into it at once/’ The discomfiture of the clerks^ 
Colt told me, was ludicrous — they would have given 
anything to have gf)t the letter back, but the 
Fi*esident had it, opened it, and at once began to 
read it. 

Now, one of the class of cases (V) It had produced 
related to the swindling of female pensioners who 
]-ec(‘ived some small (jxiarterly allowaiK-e from tlie 
State because their husbands had Ixam killed in 
action, or for sonn^ kindred reason. TIk'v too had 
pledged th(*ir des(a‘i|)tive rolls with soxvkars, and 
many of iIkmii had never re<*(dv(Ml an anna for years. 
One Ca.^see, for iustanrr, entitled to two rupees a 
month, or six rupees pel* (juarter, had h‘ft her roll 
with a leading sow('ar, and gone to service in Poona 
with tlie family of the Bazaar-mastiU* there. For 
sev(*n years or more slie had never left Poona, and 
(.‘olt jn'oved it, and showed that her pension liad aJl 
the time been drawn in TDapoolie by sowears. It was 
a strong <‘.as(‘, aii<l <»ne that had particularly aroused 
the indignation of the Court at the time. 

The (‘lerks’ petition relate<l to this case. They 
said that they had just accidentally disc^overed a 
most important picc(‘ of evidence, which would at 
ojice break down this (*ase, and the Court would tlien 
easily see how Mr. ihlt must have fabricated most of 
the other evidenc('. against them. The cn idence lay 
in the testimony of one Dcwchnnd Shroff, who had 
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dealings with Cassee, and would produce liis book 
to show that on several occasions during eigJitee 
months of her supposed absence at Poona, sJie mus 
.have been in Dapoolie and paid small instalments h 
person ; they therefore prayed instant inquiry, ani 
that Dewcliund might be summoned to bring hi, 
books. 

The Court agreed, and sent off the summons tc 
Dewcliund, who lived quite close, (\)lt merely re- 
quested that no one of the accused should leave tiu 
(iourt-room till Dew(ihund arrived. This was granted 
and the Court sat in solemn silence for about half-an- 
hour, when Dewcliund was seen walking with all his 
old jauntiness up the carriage-drive, some red-covered 
account-books under his arm. Entering the room, 
however, he (*aught sight of Colt, and simjdy 
collapsed I 

The President called upon the head j)ension clerk 
to examine Dewcliund, and with alqoct misery de- 
picted in his countenance tlie former went through 
the precon (jer ted lesson. 

“ Do you know one Cassee Korn Nagoo ? ’’ 

‘"Yes, Ido." 

Have you had money dealings with her ? " 

‘‘ Yes." ' 

“When has she paid you money with her own 
hand ? " 

i. 

‘‘I will look at my books and tell you.” Books 
reluctantly untied and referred to by Dewchund. 
“ Slie paid me on such a date Rs. 2, on another 
date Rs. 2 ‘hasta Khood,' with her own hand.” 
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Books thereupon handed round to tlie Court, and 
extracts taken in silen(*e. 

Clerks and Dewehund evidently more chirpy, but 
Court < 4 lum, and looking coldly at ( •olt, who merely 
sai<l, “ Will the Court permit me to see those 
books?'’ “(Vrtainly,” says the President in liis 
iciest manner. 

^^ow Colt had Ijcen for some time a special 
otHcer of income-tax ; he i*cad Cuzerati well, and 
was thoroughly up in all matters relating to native 
ae(^ount-l) 0 ()ks. After a moment’s inspection he 
<juietly handed tliein back to the Th'csident, re- 
marking — 

T demand that these books he im])ound(Ml, and 1 
take Dewehund in rustody. Diese books have been 
tampei’ed witli I The leaves containing the entries 
have been int<*rp(»la,tiMl.” 

Great excitement in th(‘ Court. The ri-esident 
obsei'ving, ‘‘Take eare, sir; this is a, most serious 
ac<'Usalion yon make, ami it should be substantiated 
at once.” 

To wliieli Colt re].)lied — 

'Cl-et these miserable men — look at them, gentle- 
men ! — let them nominate a member oi a panchayi^t, 
or dury, let the Court nominate another, and myself a 
third, and 1 agree to alade by their award.” 

No soonei' said tJuin done, and the paiieliayet in 
due course assemlded. Colt’s quick eye laid detected 
one sufficient flaw which convinced him tliat a pan- 
chayet would find many more. 

Native account-books a)*e made of native pa])er, cut 


K 
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witli a sharp knife, like that of a shoemaker, from 
reams of paper in whicli there is usually a crease in 
folding. Every leaf cut, of course, has the same 
^crease, and Colt instantly noticed that the leaves on 
wJiich Cassee’s items were endorsed had a different 
(Tease from the rest of the hook, and therefoje must 
have been recently sewn in. He also noticed that 
though there were entries for past years, checiked at 
the Dewali item by item, when a small circular mark 
like the letter O is made at the left-hand of eacJi 
item, there were no such maiks on these particular 
pages I 

To (mt a long stor}" short, the panchayet unani- 
mously, by these and other details, ju-onounced the 
entries to be false. Colt took possession of l)ew- 
chund, the clerks sneaked oH’, and the (.■ourt jiro- 
ceeded to relate in the report to liead(jnarters this 
" grand climax.” 

In “due coiD'se,” that is to say, after some months 
deliberation, ord(U's came down from army head- 
quarters dismissing t‘very soul in the I’ension Pay 
Establishment, from the Paymaster down to the 
peons. In the then defe<;tive state of the criminal 
law it was found that no one could be prosecuted. 

I believe military pensioners have since been fairly 
treated; but so long as men so ignorant have any- 
thing — be it a ])ieec of paper, be it a simple token— 
that they think they can pledge, or that they can be 
persuaded is plcdgable, so long will this villainous 
extortion exist in a greater or less degree acc^ording 
to the vigilance of the paymaster for the time being. 
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( V)lt ill dut? course of time received the high com- 
mendations of the Secretary of State, and no one can 
deny that he merited them. AVluit happened to 
Ihnvelmnd I do not remember. Tannak became a 
res])ectable character, and a very useful police in- 
former, and died at a gi‘een old age, greatly lo(»ked 
uj) to l)y jiensioners, and never weary of relating tlie 
incidents of the (Vnirt of Inquiry, where he boasted 
that ( -olt Sahel) would have l)e€m helpless without 
him. 

At some future tiuH‘ I shall have a story to tell 
about nati\e ae(H>unt-b(>oks and llieir fa,bri(‘ation ; 
but, following the lines I have laid down, 1 must 
next address mys(‘lf to the toph* of* undetected 
mui’de.J's. 

Moral — for thosc^ aliout to begin offitaal life in India 

learn to read W(‘ll and write the vernacular of the 
district you are serving in. You will be l)ut a. bclhal 
(•tit otherwise. Read your own ])etitioiis yoursedf, to 
y ourself, by yourself ; a(*.t on them with the utmost 
eaurion. Keep anonymous letters locked up, and 
(h.»nh speak r>f t:h<*in (‘veu to your trusty Sheris- 
tedar.'’ Do not “ rush your feiu'.e when you do a(*t, 
or you will iiiid disa])])ointment, and your zeal will 
be etfec'tually extinguished. 


K 
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CHAPTER V 

BUSSAPA's llEVENOK. 

Before rerountiiig tlic history of another anonymous 
petition, it will be convenieiit to relate one more 
instaiKiC of vindi(‘.tiveness, surpassing, and even more 
unnatural than that of Vinayck Deo, the “ would-be 
pari'icide/’ It occurred in the southern Maliratta 
(‘ountry some ten or fifteen years ago, ami was duly 
(dironicled in ofticial reports as one of the most 
remarkable crimes of the year. 

When I first knew Bussapa. Patel, about 18G3, he 
was as fine and j)Fomising a specimen of the ycmng 
Mahi’atta as one would wish to see. Al>out twenty 
years of age, tall for a Mahrntta, strongly built, with 
a particularly frank and intelligent (*.ast of (‘.ounten- 
ancc, he was the pride of his old fatiier, Yellajwi 
Patel, one of the most j)ros])erous farmers in the 
cotton ('ountry, who had had him educated in mu(di 
better style than was then customary among people 
of his class. 

Yellapa, like all cotton growers in that part of the 
Western Presidency, profited enormously by the 
high price of the staple during the American war. 
Silver was poured into the country (literally) in 
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crores or niillions sterliog, and cultivators wlio pre- 
viously liad as nuicli as tliey could do to li\'o, 
suddenly found themselves possessed of sums their 
imaginations had iievei* di'eajnt of. What to do with 
their wealth, how to spend their cash, was theii* 
|)rohlem. 

Having laden their W(uuen and (diildren with 
ornaments, and det'ked them out in expensive' sarees 
(pettieoat>^) they launched into the wildest extra- 
vagance in the matter of ('arts and trotting hulhuhs, 
g(ung even as far as silver-platol yokes and harness 
studded with silvei* mountings. Ev(‘ii silver tires to 
the wheels hcM'ame the fashion. Twelve and fifteen 
liundred ru[)ees wev(* eagerly paid for a ])air of 
tr(.>tting ladhx'ks.'^ Trotting matches for large stakes 
weiv v'omnion ; and the whol(‘ lairal population 
ap])eare(l with (‘xpensivc* 1 (mI silk umlwellas, whieh 
an entei'prising English firm imported as likely to 
gratify tlui g;en(‘Val taste for disjahiy. 

Many took to drink, not country liijuor sindi as 
liad satisfied them ])reviously, hut BritUh hraiidy, 
rum, gin, and even (hampagne. Among these last 
was Vella, pa, who was rarely so])er during the last 
few months of his life, having by his example and 
encouragement made Hiissapa a drunkard also. 

About the time wlien Yellapa died the tide of 
prosperity turned. The American war at an end. 
down went the pi*i(*e of cotton, and a series of bad 
seasons set in, culminating with the great famiiu'. of 
1876-77 and the rat plague. Silver tires, silver 
* A rupee was tlien worth 2^*. JV/. 
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oriuiments, disappeared from every liouscliold, valu- 
a1)le cattle died from drought and disease, or had to 
1)e sold for what they would fetch ; and every farmer, 
Bussapa Patel among them, found himself heavily in 
debt to the village sowkai-. Habits (d drinking and 
re(‘k]ess extmvagiiiice coiitractod (luring the “cotton 
mania” were not (easily shaken off, and Bussapa went 
on from l)a(l to worse, hc('ame extremely violent in 
temper when in his cups, and sullen and morose in 
his sober intervals. 

IJis wife, to whom it was said lu^ Avas dei'ply 
atta(*he(k then died, leaving him a fim^, bright littlo 
boy of about five or six years of age. Little Bhow 
seemed to lie the only thing Bussajia cared for, and 
he lo\'e<l to send him oul into tlie village, wlierc he 
was a great p(*t, dressed in a lit tle bi'iglit (Timson 
ja(/ket, and wearing su<'h silver ankl(‘ts and bangles 
as he ('ouhl still alford to give him. 

As may be WT^ll imagined, Bussapa's atlairs had 
<lrift(‘d into a well-Jiigh hopeh'Ss sfat(‘ hy lln* end of 
the gi*(‘at famine. He liad mortgagcMl all he had, 
including his “ inam,” or ser i ^(^ land, to tli(‘ prin- 
cipal banker in the village, and was only able to 
stagger along with the aid of small advances 
obtained from time to thue fi‘oiu the same source. 

Bewchund Shroff was not a laid sort of fellow, as 
sowkars go ; he and his father had had dealings wdth 
the l^atels* for many years, and tlie families were as 
intimate as Mahrattas and A\'anias can l)e. Tattle 
Jjhow^ was an almost daily visitor at Dewchund’s 
shop, where he Avas always sure to get some sweet- 
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meat or otlita* little treat dear to ('Jiildliood. Latterly, 
iiidecd, Bliow passed nearly all his time out of scliool 
at 01* near IXnveliiind’s ha* Jiis father Bussapa^s 

di*unken violeiu-e frightened tlie iittl(‘ fellow, while 
Dewi'liiiml always made much of him. 

1 )ew(hun<rs relations with Ihissapa gradually 
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he(ainie sti'ained ; the latt(‘r^s ('onstant ajiiilications 
lor fresli advaiiees, his violence and ohstingte r(*fusal 
to go int(» his a('(M)unt, or to enter into a now bond, 
angered Dewohund, whoso jiatience was finally ox- 
haustoAl wlion lie learnt indiixa^tly that Bussajia, 
instead of dealing exclusively with him, as had 
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hitherto been the uuderstaiitling between them, had 
secretly obtained an adA^ance on his coming cotton 
crop from a merchant at ( ■oompta. 

. A stormy scene ensued between them, Dewchund 
taxing Bussapa. with breacli of faith, Bussapa 
retorting l)y vile abuse and threats (jf what harm he, 
as Patel, would do to the sowkar. Tiosing temper 
altogether, Dewchund at last told Bussapa that if he 
did not settle up Avithhi three days he would file a. 
suit against him Avithout furthej- notice. During the 
next two days Bussapa ilrank hcaAoIy, and Avas 
hardly seen outside his house ; l»ut little Bliow, as 
usual, passed most of his time down at Dewchuiurs 
shop. 

It aftei’Avards trans2)i]-ed that Dewchund took no 
steps whatever to carry out his threat, and lie always 
declared that he only uttered it in anger, that 
for the sake of old friendship he Avouid liaA'c been 
Avilliag to let matters go on as belbie, if Bussapa 
would only shoAV himself fair and reasonable. 

On the third night after the ((U- iTel, Ihewchund’s 
shutters were nji, and he Avas sitting about midnight 
making up his accounts in his shop, according to 
custom, Avhen Bussapa knocked at tlie shutters and 
demanded admittance. Dewchund let him in, put 
up the shutters, and. turning round, saw Bussapa 
mouthing tand muttering to himself in a corner. 
The man’s haggard, blazing eyes and suppressed 
manner frightened DcAvchund ; he \A-as about to call 
out, when Bussapa said, “ Hold your tongue ! I’ve 
brought your money. Where is the account ? ” ( )n 
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this they .sat down, Biissapa l)ecame seemingly 
calmer, and Dewcliund produced the ledger and 
quietl}’ made up the total witli interest The usual 
wrangle followed, hut at last Dewcliund agreed to 
kinxik ofi* a good lump .^um of interest, and Bussapa 
made him bring out the mortgage deed and other 
bonds, and told him to endorse them as discharged, 
and, moj’eover, to write out a recteipt in full of all 

demamls. 

])(nvchund demurred to doing this until he had 
se<*ured, or at least had seen the money, which he 
supposed Bussapa <*.a.rried about Jiim in notes. 
Bussapa be(‘ame wry indignant at this, and got 
u]>, exi'laiming, 1 am not lyitig; I’ve ))rought the 
money value, (’onie and seic 1. put the bag in 
your out-laiildings." 

Rather sui-jnised, and getting inm'li alarmed, 
Dewi'liund lit a lantern, ami they went into the 
laiek yai'd, Bussajia leading the way to a shed, in 
one eorner of whicli was a large hetip of dried 
cow-dung (-akes, tli(‘ fuel of the country, whi(di had 
evidculJy been just disturlied. There Bus.sajia, 
imtting down the lantei'ii, suddenly seized Dewcliund 
by the throat with one hand, so that he could not 
ery out, l‘or(*.od him to the ground, and, in suppres.sed 
tones, spoke rapidly into his ear, “ You devil, I 
have ])aid you with my son’s life ! I’ve killed little 
Bliow, and hidden liis body in that heajx ^ If you 
don't agi*ee to what 1 say, I’ll raise the alarm now, 
and accu.se you of having murdered liiin for tlie .sake 
of his ornaments ! (^uiek ! If you couspiit, raise 
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your arm, and then come hack with mo to the 
shop.” 

Stupefied with fear, Dewchund lifted his hand, 
and Bussapi, still holding him firmly, half led, hali' 
dragged him hack to the house, whei’e, after again 
threatening him if he should call out, Ihissapa 
1‘eleased his hold, and in tlie same suppressed fierce 
tone said, “ Now you’re paid, give me the papers 
and a I'cceipt.” Dewchund so far reeoveird liis 
])resonee of mind as to ask Avliat was to be done with 
the lx>dy, and Bussapa replied, “ We will take it 
away, and bury it in tlie nullaJi (walereonrse) 
presently.” On this Dewchund gave up the j)apers 
duly endoi'sed, wiili ti’embling liand wi'ote out a 
receipt in full, and then followed Bus.sapa Avilh the 
light to th(^ shed. 

Bu.s.supa took out the poor litth^ body J'roni the 

lieaj) of cow-dung, Avrapped it in his blanket, and bade 

DcAvchund lead tin; wa}' to .a dry jiullali a few hundred 

A urds oif. and to eaj’iw a shoA el with him. Tliere 
^ %/ 

i)USfS{ipn dug a deep Iiole in tli<‘. leo.sf* sliiiigJe and 
Ijui'ied the laxly, piling on huge jsfoiies. It waf? near 
<lay]iglit Avlion, returning hy ‘Uiotlie.1* route, the}' 
reached tint (tunfines of tljc village and separated, 
Lhissapa assnriug Dewchund that he need liave no 
fear, as lie should aciaisc soiin? Kaikarris,” ^ or 
liasket-inak^rs, tluni encaiinjied near the village, of 
tlie murder. 

* “ .Ivaikarris ” to the iiredatory tribes ; ostensibly they 

lire basket-makers. For a full account of them, see General 
Hervey’s Diary before mentioned. 
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Dewchund crept home more (lead tJian alive, 
shivering with terror, and feeling very little con- 
fidence in Bussapa’s assurance. Bussapa, brooding 
deviJisJdy over the events of the night, first de- 
stro}T(l all the papers by fire, and then tossing off 
<‘up after cup of raw spirit, communed with himself 
somewhat as follows : “ That sowkar devdl (*anh sue 
and disgrace nu‘ Jiow, tliat’s true ; and I ])ow owe 
nothing, that's good ! But what a, pi'ice ! How ('an 
I Ih e without little Bliow '{ Are ! Arc ! Wliat can 
1 do ? ... 1 must give tlie alarm diiwtly aliout 
the little fellow's disai)[>carancc. . . . I’ll lia\'(^ 
the Kaikarris' carnp searched iii’sr ... 1 can 

t'asily slip littl(‘ Bhow’s ornaments into oni' of 
I heir huts whih‘ making sca.r('h . . . then the body 
will i)(‘ found kite]' in the day. . . . But stop a 
moment ! W hy should I h*t that sowkar devil off 
aftiu* all ? ll(‘ Ibrrcd me to kill Bhow. He ought 
to die. . . 

Falling at last into a <lriink(m stupor, Bussapa was 
roused about nine in the inorning by a servant 
asking wliere was " Bhow Baba," and he ac'ted at 
once on tJu' evil resolution .he had aln^ady Indf 
form(‘d. Heading a search-party he'^^'ent from house 
to hous(‘,. iinpiiring and looking in out-buildings, till 
they got to Dewahund s shop. J)ewchunds face and 
terrified manner wei-e cmougli to rouse sus])i('ion ; the 
disturbed heap of cow-dung, the shoved,* (‘vidently 
lately used, added to it ; a neighbour had L(.*ard 
.Dewchund returning to his houses (‘arly in the 
morning ; a Kaikarri on the prowl liad seam him 
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sneakino* ])a(*k to it ; there were traeks from tlie shed 
leading to tlie nullah ; the nullah was sean^hed, fresh 
digging found, and the ehild’s })ody was speedily 
exhumed, 

l)cw(diund was seized and handed over to the 
polh^e, and no one doubted that he really liad 
strangled the poor little fellow, taken his ornaments, 
and disposed of the l)ody in the dead of uight Hls 
incoherent protestations, his asseverations that Bus- 
sapa had killed his own son, were naturally regarded 
as the ravings of a deteeted criminal. Tlie Pinudi- 
ayat,'' or Coroners jury, found that the little boy 
had been strangled bv ].)ew(hund for the sake of 
his ornaments, and though these were not found in 
his hous(% Dew(*hund was hurried off to jail, and 
ultimately 1)rought before a magistrate. 

Witli some difti(nilty a vakil, <)]■ ]>l(‘a<lcr, was 
jbund to defend liiin. Even be foi* some time placed 
no cr(‘dit in the ghastly story Dewehund related, but 
at last lie indua'ed the magistrate to order a search of 
Bussapa’s house, and there, in a bundle of Bussapa's 
own elotlies, the few paltry ornam aits were found 
enncealed. Bussapa, in his besotted malignity, had 
forgotten to take them with him and s(*crete them in 
Dewcliiind’s house when the alarm was first given ; 
and the polha^, immediately taking possession of the 
house, he nevcu’ found an opportunity of reetifying 
the omission afttuwards. 

Kept under strict surveillance after the discovery 
of the oriianients, and unal)le to obtain licjuor, 
Bussapa’s nerve gave w^ay in a few days, and he 
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made a clean lireast of it. Dewebuiid was released, 
and ill due course Bussapa was arraigned, convicted, 
and banged. 

To tli(^ last his principal regret was that he had 
not done for Dcwchund ! And, indeed, had he not, 
in bis Ixmiuddled excitement, forgotten to take the 
silvei* anklets with liim to Dcwrhund's bouse on the 
day of tlie latter’s arrest, Dewchund would in all 
human prolialiility have been hanged in bis stead. 
The chain of circunistantial evidence against him 
la(*>ked hut this one link, and the true story of the 
ci'ime as juTsisted in by him would have been set 
aside as utterly incredible. 

Bussajia, in his confession, asserted, and no doulit 
limlhiulJy, that the i<lea of sacrificing bis son never 
entered bis l)j*ai.n rill just liefore he visited Dewchund 
on the fatal night- -tliat it snddmily Hashed across 
him in liis rage and despair what a fine revenge this 
would lie, !i()W easy a release from Dewchuiurs 
clut<h(\s. The boy was sle(*ping beside him, was 
dead in a moment, and he was out on his way to the 
sowkar’s house with laxly before he fully lealised 
wliat he liad don(‘. There is a saying, '' Bevengeful 
like a (hnarese,” and this tale hideously illnstiates it. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

UNDISCOVEIIKD MUKOER, LTf PUNISH Ei> MURDER, AND 
KIDNAP1*IN(). 

I UALL to iniiid tliroe very reniiirkable instances of 
undoubted murder, duly reported, wliicli, despite the 
strong suspicion that there was against certain 
individuals, had finally to be .struck olf the registei". 
Every poli(ie officer of superior grade must have 
encountered hundreds of such hard nuts to m-ack, and 
ha.d to aljandon them after mouths, or sometimes 
years, of unremitting watchfulness. .Again, however, 

I maintain that the police are no more to be blamed 
in Imliathau their much more intelligent and highly- 
trained confreres in England, working among a 
more ci\'ilised pojnilation, and are aided by tele- 
graphs and railways in every direction. It is all 
A’ery well to say “mui’der will out,’ but it by uo 
means follows that the murderer must be found out. 
A considerable percentage of muiderers always have 
defied, and always will defy, detection, and if the 
perpetrators bear the brand of Cain upon their 
brows, it is invisible to human eyes. 

The first instance — which included kidnapping — 
occurred some twenty-five years ago on the confines 
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of a Malioniedan state near Bombay, where there was 
a constant demand for concubines among the higher 
and more powerful Mahomedans. At the time I 
speak of, and notably in the native state I refer to, 
the kidnapping of women from adjacent British 
territory was eonnnon. No ease, however, has 
occui-i'cd for many years. 

Balloo was a strapping young Maln-atta residing in 
a small village on tlu' confines of the state in (pies- 
tion. ]le married almost a child-wife, whom he left 
with his mother and family while he went to Botnbay 
to seek employment. He got on tlu- (!. I. P. Railway, 
and finally by good conduct was piaunoted to the 
post of gatekeejx'V. All tlnV time he regularly 
remitted small sums for his wif's exfjenses, and 
occasionally received a letter from her Avritton by 
the A'illage kcadkariu’c (accountant). 

Six months having passetl without his having 
I'Ccreived any news, he became uneasy, and got a 
letter Avritten to the “■ patel,” or head man, of hi.s 
village, asking for intelligen(;e. The I'cply AA^as that 
his Avife was for the time; absent from the village on 
a vi.sit to her own mother, but Avould return shortly. 
Balloo did not cpiitc like this, .and Avith some 
difhiadty obtaining leave, set out to go home and 
brine- his wife bactk with him. Arrived at his 
village he found his wife absent, and his mother told 
him that she had been sent for by her ’mother a 
couple of months before. 

Meantime, Balloo heard in the village an un- 
pleasant rumour that about the time his Avife left, a 
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Malionicdan sunitj ihuji num tue iiujgijuoiiriiig 
state had visited the village and })een entertained 
for some days ])y the pate! Balloo interviewed the 
patel the next morning, who said his wife was coming 
4mck that very day, proposed that they should go out 
to meet her as far as the next village. Now the 
way to that village ran through some very wild 
country and densely -Tvooded ravines. The simple 
fellow consented and then and there the pair started 
off. The patel returned in the evening and gave 
out that Balloo having met his wife had returned 
with her to lier mothers house, and was after-* 
wai‘ds going to take her with him to his place on the 
railway. 

No suspicion whatever was exeifful, at the time, 
for the paters story w«as p]ausil>]e and prohahle 
enough ; l)Ut a few months afterwards, in tlie hot 
season, a gowlee (herdsman) came upon a Jiuman 
skeleton in this particular jungle, the skull of wliicli 
was fractured in pieces. S«)me half-rotten rags on 
the hones Avere identified ly his mother as being 
those that Balloo went away in , she also j)ointed 
to a fractured front tooth which Balloo was 
known to have. Suspicion, of course, fell on the 
patel, Avho stoutly denied his guilt, hut his former 
]>lausible tale Avas soon proA'ed to be false in every 
Avay. Then came out the fact that two or three 
months before, at about the time the Avealthy 
Mahomedan had Aisited the village, and Balloo's 
Avifc laid also disapj'>eared from the scene, the patel 
had been somewhat Hush of cash, had bought cattle, 
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had paid off debts, and seeraed generally in flourish- 
ing circumstances. 

Inquiries were then set on foot in the neighbour- 
ing state tJirough the Political Agent, who eini^loyed 
Bombay detec'tives ; who, after incredible difficultyf 
ascertained tliat Balloo's wife was living as one of 
the concubines of the Nawab’s own umtle. 

The greatest difliculties were, of coui*se, thrown in 
our way by tlie Nawab's “ durbar,'' * so that when 
the patel was tried l)cfoi*e tlie sessions, the Judge felt 
justified in receiving secondary evidence of Balloo's 
wife being alive and of wliere she was. Not a single 
reliable witness, however, could be ol)tained from the 
Native State! Judg(‘ convicted the patel, but 

the Sudder," or liigli court, rev(‘rsed tlie conviction. 
The Judge, howi^vci*, address(Ml a letter to tlie 
( Government, rex'ounting the (Mrcumstanccs, and there 
lieing several othei* serious matters pending against 
the same NaAvab, (lovernment took vigorous steps, 
whieh resulted not only in the restoration of Ballou's 
wife to her family, but iu the release of some two 
hundred othei* women similarly kidnapped from 
British territory or brought over from Zanzibar. 

It subsecjuently (-amc out pretty 'clearly that the 
patel received some three liundred rupees from the 
agent of the then Nawab's uncle for kidnapping 
Balloo's wife. No doubt he counted on Ballou’s 
staying away till there should be time for it to be 
rumoured with some plausibility that the gii’l had 
gone off of her own accord. Balloo's return and his 
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pertinacity drove the patel to desperation, so he 
knocked poor Balloo on the head at the first suitable 
%pot they came to during their last walk. This, 
however, is conjecture. In this particular case, at any 
*rate, the police did their level best, and I remember 
at the time I thought, with the Judge, that they 
deserved considerable credit. 


Thk Marwaki Mysteky. 

The sec-ond case of undiscovered murder thiit 1 
shall relate can be very briefly told. In a ceitain 
village there I'o, sided an old Marwari money-lendei', 
believed to be very wealthy, iiud nearly ever}' 
fiirmer near was in his books. lie had a deed- 
liox of bulky dimensions, visible to every one from 
the outer shop. Cash or notes he could produce to 
an}' amount, but he brought them from a secret 
hiding-place, known to no one, in an inner chamber. 
He slept in that room, whi<‘h was the corner room 
of his adobe-built house. A great r skinflint and a 
n)ore oifensive old villain never livetl. He possessed 
no friends, and every ci'editor far and near detested 
him. 

His grand-daughter, a widow of about twenty -five, 
kept house for him. She slept iii the corner room of 
the opposite side of his house. Two men (Purdesees) 
as his private guard slept in an .out-house adjacent. 
One midnight, the grand-daughter, hearing some 
noise from the old man’s room, lit an oil light, and 
Avas about to enter his bed-room, when the door 
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opened and her grandfather appeared, blood pouring 
from his mouth and nostrils, his eyes protruding ; 
he fell right on to her, extinguishing the light. The - 
Purdescos rushed in just in time to liear their 
master utter a few inarticulate sounds, before he ' 
died. 

'Inhere was a polii^e post about three miles off, so 
the police were' (juickly on the spot. It was found 
that a liole had l^een juade in the adobe wall near 
the old man’s bed large enough to admit the passage 
of a man. There were no signs of a struggle, except 
that the old man’s mattress was saturated with blood. 
A trap-door in the floor was sllll lockcal, and when 
opened, the old mans l)a.gs of jiipees, a tin box 
containing a, large sum in currency notes, and a 
Imndle of jewellery of consideralh^ value were 
rev^ealed. Nothing had been toucdnul, and the deed- 
box was also unoj)eried. 

The post-mortem examination showed that the 
poor wretch, liad been partially smothered, and that 
by the knees of his assailant his ribs were mostly 
fractured and violently forced into his lungs ; the 
wonder was how lie could ever have risen agfiin. 
Not the faintest (due was obtained. ' He was at 
enmity with all and every one, but no particular 
individuals had a special grudge against him. 
There was nothing to sliow that robbery had l)een 
intende(i. 

The police took possession of the house, filhd up 
the hole in the wall, and then took up their abode in 
the place, carefully avoiding, however, the old man’s 
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room. Tlioy had been tliere some fourteen days 
when the room was entered in precisely the same 
manner and place, disgusting evidence of the entry 
being left behind. Intense personal hatred was, in 
my opinion, the motive for the crime, but no trace 
whatever of tlie (*riminals was discovered, nor was 
any one even suspected. The police, of course, 
who were grievously to blame in not detecting 
the second entry, were severely punislied for their 
negligence. 

Murder, Rdioidk, or iXivwKwv'f 

1'he third and last doubtful (*asc 1 shall narrate, 
though it was generally believed to liave been a 
murder, may, I have always thought, liave lieen an 
accident or a suicide. It was a jicculiar case, because 
two Europeans were dragged into it. 

I was at tlie well-known fair-weather port Ilurnee 
down the ('-oast, ^vhen about eleven in the morning, 
while the tide was running c :t, leaving hero and 
there patches of rock more or less exposed along the 
shore, when news was Immghr to me that the body 
of a woman had just been washed up on to a rock 
plateau under the Severndroog Fort, in wliicih were 
the headquarters of tlie sub-district. 

It was Jiardly a mile from my tent. Hastening to 
the spot, 1 found the body of a fine young woman, 

* There are, or rather were, five forts close to each other. 
The two principal ones can only be seen from the point selected 
by my artist, wkich is close to the tomb of Tuldji Angria. 
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nude, except as to the breast-cloth, which was rucked 
up under the arms by the wash of tlie waves. The 
people had just found her “ sarree,” or petticoat, 
caught on the rocks, which showed lier to be a 
Mahomedan. The body was quite fresh, and she' 
cleaily had not been dead more than an hour or two. 
There was only one serious injury observable, — 
a severe contused wound on her temple, which 
had evidently ble<l considerably ; there were also 
scratches all over tlie body, probably caused 
after deatli by the body tossing about among the 
barnacle-co vered rocks. 

The usual “ punchayct,” or jury, had already mad(^ 
their report — tluit the woman had Ixicn murderc<i 
by some person or ])crsons unknown. I, however, 
promptly sent the liody up to the (h’vil Hospital, 
which happened to I»e some eight miles distant, at 
Dapoolie. In due course I received a report that the 
wound on the luvad, though not of itself sufficient 
to cause death, haxl probably stunned the woman, 
causiim her to fall into the water, or that her 
head had struck .a rock in falling, and she had 
b(;cn drowned while unconscious. There was no 
other cjiusc of death, and the wom'an, the df)ctor 
said, had probably died about six or seven in the 
morning. 

She had been immediately identified as the wife — 
the erring wife — of an ab.sent fisherman, and had 
been seen making her way over the jagged boulders 
of the rocky groin I have spoken of, about six o’clock 
that morning, carrying with her the kind of creel 
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wliicb native women use when picking shell-fish off 
the rocks. The little port was full of “ pattimars ” 
(native craft), by which, in those days, the whole 
traffic, goods and passenger, of the coast Avas worked, 
it was blowing a stiff north-wester, and all the craft 
lay at anchor under a headland near. 

I was just settling down to work, after return to 
c^anip, when an excited crowd approached. In the 
midst of it walked two very irate Europeans. Of 
(ioursc the cry was tliat these two “ soldier 16 k ” 
having first ravished the woman, had then thrown 
her into the. sea. With some difficulty I cleared 
the neighbourhood, and was able to interrogate, the 
two men. One of them Avas an arjny scijoolmaster 
ti'avelling up to a ucav situation beyond Bombay : 
the other was a sergeant who had served for his 
pension. Tin; papers in each case Avere in order ; 
they were sailing up at Government expense, and 
Avere to all appearance as decejit felloAA's as one coidd 
wish to meet. 

They said that, as the tindal (natiAn. captain) of 
their “ pattimar” told them that they could not pro- 
ceed in the face, of the north-we^;er, they had got him 
to land them in the ship’s small boat, sf) that they 
might get a little exercise. The headland was about 
two miles off, and it was easy to send for the tindal 
to ascertain at what hour he had put them ashore ; 
meantime I examined their clothes (carefully for 
blood-stains, but found none. 

The tindal deposed that he had landed them 
about 10.30 A.M. at the headland, two miles 
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distant, so tJiat tliey claarly could never have seen 
tJie woman who was found dead before 8 a.m. 
Isative malh'e, however, insisted on their guilt, the 
nearest Mahratta newsj)apcr in its next issue accused 
me of hushing up the matter, while lialf-a-dozei) 
anonymous letters Avere sent to (rovcrnment accusing 
me of all kinds of (‘rimes ! 

I stayed some time in tJie neighbourhood, but 
could get no evidence beyond vague female gossip 
tliat one of the de(*cased woman's female relatives 
liad seen a man l(^.ave her house very early in tlie 
morning, tliat weirds had passed, that the old (u*on<‘ 
Avho saw Lothario sneaking off had said she would 
tell the husband when he (*aine home. I was at last 
('onvinced that this Avas about, as near the truth as 
we were likely to u<‘t. I tried to get the cas<^ 
struck off* the murder registei;, but A\"as severely 
snubbed for my pains. 

I have mentioned these cases because they illus- 
trate the great nct^d for a strong infusion of detective 
element into our polme, a jioint on which, in its 
[iroper place, 1 shall hiuvaftcr lay much stress. In 
the kidnapping case the political agent had the aid 
of expeiienced native detectives from Bombay, Avho 
have ahvays been good men — they, at any rate, elicited 
the truth. But in the other tAvo cases I was helpless, 
I had no trained detective in the force, nor had I 
the funds to pay for them ; I should only Uean 
rebuked had I ventured to ask superior authority for 
Avhat I needed. Similarly, I ought to have had in 
the old Marwari's case a man who, oinsome plausible 
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pretence, would have settled down for a time in thc 
village, and gradually ferreted out the village secrets. 
In this last case, also, I wanted a detective of the 
fisherman class to worm the truth out of the de- 
ceased’s lovers and her own belongings. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE MT.S.SIN(J TKiKR ; OR, CAIN AND ABEL. 

J RTTRpoSE (leali)is in this chapter witli tJie well- 
worn suhject of unreported murders. A general and 
well-foumled helief obtains in hulia that not one- 
half the murders committe<.l arc ev('r hrouolit honu‘ 
to the criminal. My own experience of a lifetime 
has convinced me that it is hardly an exaggeration 
to say * that not twenty-five per cent, of murders 
(committed are even heard of. 

I do not advance this startling statement from any 
feeling of prejudice against the Indian populations 
among whom I have laboured ; on the contrary, the 
same allegation may ])e justly made against most 
European nationalities, with reference to the un- 
lawful taking of life in all the large cities of the 
Old and New World. Unless I am very niu(*h 
mistaken, if tlie statistics could be compared of 
reported murders in Great Britoiii and India in any 
one year, it would be found that, taking clue account 
of population, the percentage of murders reported 
is larger in the former than in the latter country, 
yet the proportion of convictions would be more 
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numerous in CJreat Britain, 1)7 reason of the total 
want of detective agency in India, 

A})andoning these speculations, however, as some- 
what foreig)i to tlic subject in hand, I must point to 
th^ climate, the great distances between the stations 
oc(‘upied by men in authority — the magistracy and 
the j)oli(*e — and especially to the usual mode of dis- 
posing of the dead by cremation, which effectually 
and in a few hours after the (Time destroys the 
priiKupal evidence or means of tracing it. 

Time was — and it is not so very long ago — when 
a (dumsy criminal procedure, involving the dragging 
of witnesses from their homes for weeks and months 
together, led to what 1 may almost term the hal)itual 
combination of the people of a village in which a 
murder might have been (*ommitted to conceal the 
fact if possible. 1 shall make a, remarkable instance 
of this kind the principal story of this chapter. I 
w(dl remember how, in old <lays, it was the regular 
thing, first of all, for the police to assemble in force 
at the ill-fated village, to sumn >n most of the 
villagers to the (diowrie (village office) to liarangue 
and browbeat them, to keep them for hours, 
and even days, from their occupations, for no other 
earthly reason than to display their power, and let 
Jack Policeman show off in office. 

The case might be distant one to eighty miles 
from the nearest Magistrate to whom the accused and 
the witnesses were dragged off — the more respect- 
able commonly refusing the niggardly maximum of 
four annas pei* diem tendered to them for their 
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expenses ; the poorer obliged b}^ sheer poverty to 
acc^ept the minimum two annas. 

I must do the overworked Magistrates find Assist- 
ant-magistrates of those days the justice to say that 
no criminal case of any kind was ever delayed by 
them. It was almost a point of honour to set other 
duty aside, to sit down to the (*.riminal case newly 
ariived, and not to leave it till it was disposed 
of. If it liappcned to be a murder case, committal 
being made to the sessions Judge, it had t(j wait till 
the sessions, which might be at any time — a montli, 
two months, three months distant ; there were ev(‘n 
not a few outlying or inaccessilje stations at w]ii(Ji a , 
full-power Judge only sat twice in a year! All the 
witJiosses were then n('cf‘.ssanly sent to their homes, 
to 1)0 (M)ll('ct(Hl again a few Avccks or months later, 
and driven like a tlock of sheep to the Sessions 
station, often a hundred or one hundred and fifty 
miles from tlieir plae(‘ of resident'e. 

Conceive the intolerable annoyance, the serious 
loss, the risk of illiuiss to tJie witnesses under such a 
system, and my readers will not be surprised at the 
desire to suppress a murdei* 1 I sliall l)c told, 
avons change tout cela” So wc have, to a mar- 
vellous extent. Good roads and railways, a very 
sufficient and a fairly efficient Magistracy, are now 
besprinkled over the country, but, best of all, a 
Criminal Sessions is held every mouth, even in the 
most benighted regions, while the power to oi’dcu* a 
special sessions is largely made use of wheuj anything 
like a good case is made out for it. 
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It has been my lot to see much of the working of 
the police and criminal procedure in England since I 
took off my Indian harness, and I affirm that, on the 
wfiole, justice is much better administered in the 
Western Presidency than it is m England at the pre- 
sent moment. The remark is probably equally true 
for all the old presidencies, but I can only speak from 
my own knowledge and experience. Most people 
are familiar with that portion of Jruth in which 
Mr. Labouchere every week pillories inefficient Magis- 
trates, and there have been not a few cases even in 
the highest courts of late which have justly aroused 
severe criticism. I venture to affirm that tlie Regis- 
trar of the High Court on the Mofussil side m 
Bombay could not, in any one month, find in the 
returns of the Bombay Presidency, with its thousands 
of Magistrates, enough material to supply a similar 
numl)er of columns for Truth, 

After this long, but, I trust, pardonable digression, 
I will betake me b) the tale of “ The JMissing Tiger.” 
There is nothing to be alarmed at, for ais is not a 
typi(;al Indian “ tiger story ! ” 

Many years ago (alas, how many !), when I w’as 
engaged in the SoutJiern Konkan upon the police 
djity described in the first story, I was joined in the 
month of October by a certain well-known lawyer. 
1 will not give his name, but may mention that he 
is still alive, very flourishing in his circumstances, 
very portly, and mry much married. He was 
anxious to see something of Mofussil tent life, to 
work oft' the heavy “ tiffins,” or luncheons, at the 
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old Indian Navy (Jlub, and to get a little shooting, 
for which he Iwought down a battery equal to any- 
thing, from a snipe to an elephant ! We were making 
our way across to a new camp over a very rough 
piece of laterite country, then covered with long grass 
and scrub jungle. After a long forenoon after the 
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snipe, as we striu^k into the jnain tra(‘k leading to 
our camp, we descried a ndiar (village watehman) 
trotting along briskly, and catching liim up, I 
observed tlie man curried a letter, whi(ih, being 
addressed "^Urgent'' to the poliee havildar at my 
nearest post a few miles I took the liberty of 
opening and reading. It was from the police patel 
(head man) of a village some eight miles distant, 
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and reported that two brothers (mhars) had gone 
out together in the early morning to cut grass and 
brushwood, when a tiger had sprung out, killed one 
of them, and carried off the other ; tliat he would 
keep tlie mutilated body till sundown, and hold an 
inquest before burning it, and was collecting men to 
search for the missing man. 

Now 1 knew the village and the neighbourhood 
well enough to be certain that it rvas most unlikely for 
a tiger to harbour within thirty miles of the spot. 
However, it was my duty to go there, and my friend 
of the law was vciy keen to tiy Ids big sn)ooth-bore. 
So 1 sent the mhar bach with a message to say the 
jKclice saheb and his friend were coming as soon as 
possible — he, the patel, was to have as many bciaters 
ready as he could collect — and that the police saheb 
would arrange about the imjuest. 

went on to camp close by, wlience w'hat wdth 
breakfast, and what with my friend’s complicated 
shooting prepai'atious, we could not get off' till after 
two o’clock, leaving us but two hou .■ to cover 
the distance. y\ man on the look-out took us 
to a small rest-house at the side of the road, 
whei'O we found the patel and a goodly crowd of 
beaters. 

The b(xly, stretched stark on its back on a kind 
of litter, was first cursorily inspected, its appear- 
ance, as it lay with arms stretched straight down 
the sides, appeared to bear out the report ; the right 
side of the face was crushed and swollen, the right 
eye was nearly tom out, as it were, by a tiger’s 
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claw. It looked, in fact, just as if the poor wretch 
]iad received a crushing IJow fi*om behind from a 
tiger s paw. 

I ordered it to l)e kept as it was, while we, beaters 
and all, liur.i‘ied ofi’ to the scene of the tragedy, for 
the]*e was not mutdi daylight to spare. The patli lay 
along the brink or edge of a dell, the high grass 
showing e\’ery tra(*k ihrongh it. 1lie man w]io found 
the b(j(ly walked fii’st with mi*, and soon pointed to a 
depression in the dell. I made the guide and gun- 
bearers walk in single hie, taking llie lead myself, so 
that T (‘-ould note in wluit dii*e<*tion any animal miglit 
have di\‘igged the missing man whih^ I sent the. 
beaters round th(‘ liillside with my friend, with in- 
structions to advance in a eio'le wheJi I gave tlie 
signal. 

11iis WHS soon done, for the s(M‘u 1) only extended 
over a small area. I th(m went cautiously down to 
the spot indi(^at(‘d l)y the guide, and tlnu-e, sure 
(Miough, wei’c abund.ant e\ idenees of a severe struggle. 
The grass wa.s trodden down in a circle of about 
eight(aui feet diameter, and there was abundance 
of blood ; hut I instantly observed that, exc(‘pt by 
the track by which I had come down, there was 
no disturbance or tramjding of the grass, not the 
faintest sign of any large beast having passed through 
it, or dragged anything with it ! 

I gave the signal for the beat to begin, however, 
and. soon heard shouts and yells and my friend's 
voice in excitement, evidently running very hist. 
Presently as a large sounder of hog broke back 
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tiirougli tlie beaters, I caught a glimpse of my poor 
lawyer as he came what the Yankees ' call “ an 
almighty cropper” over a boulder, firing off both 
barr'pls in the fall ! IIow the poor fellow had 
barked his shins ! Y As to his gun, both barrels were 
dented and the stock Inoken ! We made our way 
back to the rest-house, where I had torches lit and 
selec,ted the jury. 

At this time the patel and other villagers tried 
hard to persuade me just to note tlie appearance of 
tlie corpse as it lay, and to let tlicm pi-oceed to burn 
it ; indeed, it wan awfully “ high ” by that time I 1 
insisted, however, after noting down the appearances 
on the front, on having it turned over on its face, 
and then the “ murder was out ! ” A most ghastly 
sight presented itself, and the whole scene of the 
murder was revealed ! 

'riie poor w]-etch had (ividcntly been s(|uattiug, 
<nitting lirushwood — 1 forgot to mention that a small 
bundle of it was lying in the dell covered with blood 
— when his brother struck him from behind with his 
own “ koiti,” or bill-hook, on the back of his head, 
the curved point of the implement entering his right 
eye. Instinctively he must have raised his left arm 
to ward ofi’ a second blow', for there w-as a deep gash 
and a slice of nearly-severed flesh on the under part 
of his arm. Several other blows, breaking the 
vertebraj, must then have been rained on him, till 
the murderer, seeing life was extinct, left him and 
fle.i. 

Tlie villagers and patel then confessed their deceit. 
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The deceased and his l)rothcr Kannak had a long- 
standing feud about a miserable plot of land ; pro- 
bably high words passed in that fatal dell before 
Kannak struck his brother down. The villagers 
guessed the truth directly thO body w'as found, and 
they had a quiet debate as to how' the matter should 
be huslied up, none of them relisliing the idea of 
being humed uj) to the Sessions Court as I have 
above described. 

It was the patel who suggested the 'Mixing up” 
of the body as I first saw it; (he gaslj and fiesh of 
the arm was plastered np somehow with <'OW-dung, 
and lying on its back the (*orpse looked very like a 
(*ase of tiger ruauling. Kannak was gone, and not 
lik(‘ly t<.) return ! It wns a long wny to the police 
post, and the havihhir might Ixi away; if so, weW 
and good. TJie " Pumhayatnama/’ or jury’s report 
was a simple matter, and the body could be burnt at 
sundowm. If the ]>oli<‘eman did turn up before, he 
WT)uld be easily deceived, or if not deceived, ('ould be 
bril)ed to join in the plot and hold his tongue. 

LiK'k was against them, bowever, that time. 
Jvannak w^as (taught in a foreign ncighbouiing state 
within a week, and duly rommitted for trial ; ho 
then feigned insanity, refused to eat, et-ca’tem. So 
the case vras traversed to another Sessions that lie 
might be watched. In due time I had the great, 
satisfaction of giving cvi<len<-e and lieariiig liiin 
sentenced to deatli. I’lie patel afterwards got a 
pretty severe sentence. 

There can be no doubt that but for my accideut- 
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ally meeting the messenger the plot would have 
succeeded to the full, and the case have been recorded 
as one of “ death by wild animals.” Many and many 
a murder is, I am quite certain, even now reported 
as death from snake-bite, a false “ Punchayatnama ” 
drawn up, and the body quietly burned ! 

I forgot my poor legal friend ; he was really 
seriously bruised and shaken, as well as his blunder- 
buss, and I doubt if he ever tried running through 
long grass over rocky ground again. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

r lU U J ( ^ K K. — T H E MASS A C ? R E. 

Vr is somewhat oi’ a (‘oiiu'ideuee that just as I was 
aliout to put togetlier a few notes on tin* siibjeeA; of 
murder by Tlni<};s, the Jh‘itisli. Maluuil Jovrind sliould 
jiublish ail arth'le beariiio' materially on the subjeet. 
It is, aiul liMs Ixaui for some yeai’s. a [lojiular lieliei 
among Imlian oftaaals iJial, with the suppression of 
the Tliugs pr(.)})ei-, wlio d(‘.spate-hed tlieir vietims liy 
strangulation, in the manner so gra])lii(*ally des<'ri}>ed 
liy Captain Meadows Taylor in his ‘ Confessions of a 
Thug/ there lias lieen a steady increase in murder 
by poisoning, and that those wlio have ri'sorted to it 
are, in j)oint of fatd, Thugs, wors]ii])pcj's of the fell 
goddess Bhowani, pia<'tising llieir trade, like the 
f^hansigars/’ ^ for tlie purposes of gain. 

I myself dordjt if there is any solid ground for tliis 
belief ; my own ex])e]*i(‘ii('e has not taught me so. 
AVhen I iirst went to India, in the early hfiies, 
’'riiuggec was not quite stamped out in the^ older 
Pi'csidencies. .Diit}% in connection with the tracing 
out of an organised system of daixaty, on several 
(x-easions took me to the »fubbulpore Sehool of 


* “ riiansigni'A ” take their name from “phausi,” a 
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Industry, where I have interviewed many Thugs ; 
otliers have from time to time been sent down into 
districts I wa>s serving in to give information, or to 
identify suspected Thugs. I certainly never heard 
from tliese persons that the suppression of the use 
of the sacu-ed '' roomal,” or handkerchief, liad driven 
the votaries of Bhowani to the use of poison in its 
place; nor do I ]‘ememl)er in official reports by the 
abJe offi(‘ers, who up to the present time have superin* 
tended tJic suj)pression of Thuggee, that they were* in 
possession of any evidence in sup])ort of the theory. 

It must always ])e l)orne in mind that the dis- 
covery of murder })y poisoning, whethe]* by dhafura, 
opium, or arscJiic, has year l>y year bec-onn* easiei*, 
since the means of communication have imjmoed. 
Tliere were pi'obahly just as man}\ or tnon mor(\ 
(*ases of poisoning before thc^ fifties ” as since tlien, 
but they were not l)rouglit to light, })ecause theix' was 
rarely a person competent to trace 2 )oisons in t]i(‘ 
vis(a‘]*a within reasonable distance* of the S2)ot wliert* 
the l)ody was found, ai)d tin* ver^ transport of tin* 
portions r(*quired for analysis was nearly impossible. 
Now, every native district oflu-er kiiows pi’ecisel\ 
what to do. Thej*e are fairly ('ompetent medical 
practitioners scatteriMl througliout the country, and it 
may almost l)e said that in most cases of suspected 
poisoi'ing the viscera find their way to the (Joveni- 
ment Analyst. 

I can personally vouch for Captain Meadows 
Taylor’s having had no suspicion that Thuggee l>y 
poisoning existed when he left India, for I had the 
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pleasure of knowing that accomplished and able 
officer well — I know that he believed the measures 
taken by Government had then led to the almost 
total suppression of Thuggee in every form. I can 
only call to mind one case of poisoning that at all 
T*eseml)led Thuggee, and, if I mistake not, it was 
subsequently proved ])eyon<l all <}uestion that the 
poisoners were Mahomedans from the Nizam^s 
territory. 

Not so very many years ago, during one of th(‘. 
many scarcities in the ‘'arid zone” of the Westeni 
I'residcncy, fodder and water having alrt%*idy bex'ome 
very sc^arce, liv(‘ Maliratt-as from llic >soutli of Sliola- 
pore-- vvhi('Ji is now, 1 believe, a j)art of tlu^ Bijapore 
iJistriet d(‘termiii(Ml to drive over all tlieii* surplus 
cattle into tli(‘ Nizam's territory, tli(‘r(* to sell the 
beasts for what th(*y would fetch. Their nearest 
route lay through a very desolMt.(‘ and rugged 
country, which forms the boundary of the British 
and Nizam’s (or Mognlai) tcriitories. Tlicy disposed 
of t}u‘ir herd in the c(»ursc of a month, c',onvert(id 
tli(‘ir money into British rupees (which attracted 
some attention to them), and set out on tbeii* 
return j(mrney, with the <‘ash, sojue fifteen hundred 
rupees, divided amongsr them. 

Being from British territojy, they w^ere luiarmed, 
of (bourse, and merely lairried iron-shod sticks for 
their defence. On th(‘ borders they were overtaken 
by a Mahomedan, apparently of some (*ondition, 
mounted on a good horse, richly caparisoned, a(‘com- 
panied by a man on foot, ostensibly his servant. 
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Both master and man were araied to the teeth, to 
the dismay of the Mahrattas ^yho naturally feared 
that they would he attacked ; hut the Mahoraedan 
‘'gentleman ” entered urbanely into conversation, 
]nentioned that he was in the Ni;iam s police servi(*e, 
one of a pacrol recently e.stal)lished along the frontier 
to check the depredations of Hussan Khan, a noted 
IVeeljooter of the day. His road, he said, for a 
couple of marclies, was the same as theirs, and 
perliaps the Mahrattas had l)etter keep with him for 
the time. 

The simple fellows rtaidily agreed, were regaled 
l)y their escort with any amount of boasting of his 
prowess, wealtli, and iiiHuence, and easily induec^d 
to tell their owii story, nuifiding to their kind 
escort that they carried a considerable amount of 
cash among them. Nothing c nurrecl during the 
first night that they camped together. Tln^ two 
Maliomedans, of course, cooked and ate separatel}', 
but within a lew paces of the Mahrattas. 

Next day the march was vet /;ned, tlie whoh' 
])arty camping as l)efore on the l>ank of a small 
rivulet in some scrub jungle ; they were to part 
company at daybreak, as the Mahomedans said they 
must go southward. 

About ten the next morning another small party of 
herdsmen were about to encamp with their cattle at 
the same phu'e, when they heard deep groans from 
the seriib near ; pro('eeding to the spot tln^y found one 
of the Mahrattas vomiting and writhing with })ain, 
and apparently at the point of death. Howevei*, 
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tliL*y attended him to the best of theii* power : 
towards evcnin<>* he had revived sufficiently to tell 
his story, whh'li was to the oflect that be and his 
four (iornpanions had, one after the other, been seized 
with mortal sickness after their evening meal, that 
he believed he was the only sur\ivor, a,nd that tJie 
bodies of the othei*s would be found at no great 
distance, prol)a])ly rifled, as he found he himself had 
been robbed of all the money he rarried. 

In a few moments the bodi(‘s of his four ('oin- 
[)anions were fijund in the bush lu'ar, lying, distorted 
and stiif, within a few yards of ea(tli other. Meedless 
to say, they too had l>een rifled of the cash they 
(*arrie<i 

The survivor Jjad not much re(*()lle(dion of what 
had passed, he had not felt v(‘ry well the pre- 
(X'ding day, had therefon* eaten very sparingly, 
and wlnm subseajuently racked by pain, h(‘. tried to 
cravvl down to tlie watei-, and must have lie(*ome 
insensible. Some of the food they had all eaten 
was found ('lose to the camp fire, one of the good 
Samaritans of the sec'ond party liad the sense to rake 
])ossession of it, and to scaid two of Ijis men ba(*k to 
the nearest British poli('(‘ post witli full infoiTiiation. 
The ])odies were at last tiikeii to a dis])ensary sonn.^ 
fort}' miles distant, where the doc'tor took out tin* 
visceju, }K.)ttled them, and sent them, with the food, 
to the Government (^liemk'al Analyser in Ilombny, 
who found enough arseni(? to kill half a reginnu)!. 

Not a trace of the Mahomeda' genthmian was even* 
dis('Overed. A man was a2)prehe)ided in tlie Mogulai 
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territory on suspicion of being the servant, l>ut the 
surviving Mahratta did not identify him. The 
Nizam’s authorities were promptly communic'atcd 
with, but their police officials were so lax that no 
leal ctibrt, I am sure, was ever made to trace the 
murderers. More tlian likely, the Ameens (Nizam 
police officers) were bribed to hush up the matter. 
As to our own poli(*.e, they were useless over the 
border, and there were no detectives in the ff)r('e to 
send to trace out the criminals at leisure. 

Tlie case caused some stir at tlie time, l)eing 
believed 1)y many to be a case of 'thuggee j)oison- 
ing. As a matter of fact, it was a simple (*ase of 
poisoning for the sake of i*obbcry, by ])oisonors ^vho 
were genuine, and not j)i*etend(‘d Mahomedans. 
I^liere may be a few “ Phansigars,” or gcuiuine 
Thugs, still using the holy ‘‘rooinal,” or liandker- 
cliief, in remote parts of native slates, but I am 
convinced tlnue are none left in Biitish territoi*}-. 

’'Ihere aie, no doubt, a toleralde number of men 
who p<ason for the sake of robbers , but even these 
ordinarily liail from and retreat to native states, 
usually adiuinisteriiig arsenie, in lai^go ijuantities, 
because that is the easiest poison to procure, and 
the most rapid and certain in its effeet. Tliey have 
a profound belief that ‘'dead men tell no tales.” 
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(JllAlTKll IX. 

('HILI>”MrKl)KR KOR ORNAMENTS. 

r EKAi{ there* is still ratlicr a heavy annual itrop of 
inurders of diildren for the sake* of tliou* oi'iianients, 
but llie iiK'cssant warnings of tin* autlioiities have 
un(|uestionably liad some ettert. (^hildrem are not 
alhAved to run about uuattende<l and unguarded with 
valuahle ornaments on their bodie's so mueh as tliey 
used to be, and I am given to understand that the 
rec'.ord of this (dass of <'rinic is steadily on the 
de('rease. 

(hildren, no doubt, are often merely robbed of 
tluur elothes or vaJual»les; for among the hideous o]<l 
eroncs wh(t abound, esjHM'ially in towns, and wlio live 
• -tbKl knows how — t.lnue are a. fair number of old 
‘'Mrs. llrowus,’' whose ru])idity is. often arouse*, d 
by the sight of little victims like ‘'Florence 
Dombey,” Murder of (diildren for tlie sake of tliei]’ 
(unaments is usually the work of men, gt‘n(*rally 
of the trading classes. J am afraid that I must add 
that the lowest classes of Marwarrees, “ (Jooziirs,’’ 
or Wanis, furnish the most instanees. Ont*. re- 
markable case I remember, liowever, in whidi a 
Mahomedan, previously of the highest eharacter 
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and the most humane disposition, was the criminal 
The story is noteworthy for other reasons, which will 
jippear licreafter. I shall call it — 

Took Little Saloo.” 

Saloo was a bright little fellow about seven years 
of nge. Ilis father was in charge of the ferry up an 
(\stuary not far from Boml)ay, plying daily from Jiis 
own ratlier large village, by wind and tide, to the 
mouth of the creek, 'lliis ferryman’s great (*rony 
was a Mahomedan general merchant, or large shoj)- 
keeper in the villag(', a man of al)out forty, very well 
to do, with a reputation for honesty, and notoriously 
generous and open-handed to the poor, lake most 
natives he was very fond of (diildren, but, having 
none of his own, he always liked to see them al)out 
his shop, and petted them one. and all. 

He had carried Saloo about in Jiis arms from l)aby 
hood, and the litth* fellow, his father being so much 
away from home, lived almost as «ain*h with Suliman 
(that was his name) as in his own house. The father 
almost daily brought some package or other for 
Suliman by the ferry-boat, thus it was an every-day 
oceurreiK'e for Suliman to go down to the bunder, 
al)Out half <a mile distant, with Saloo trotting by 
his side, about the time the tide served for the 
lerry-boat to come in. Now, the liunder,” or land- 
ing-place, was at the end of a long em])ankment 
projecting into deep water over an intervening man- 
gro\'e swamp, AvhicJi was only covered by a few 
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feet of water at the very top of the tide ; for the 
most part it was a foul and noisome stretch of deep 
black mud dotted with mangrove bushes. 

The ferry-boat was due after dark one evenings 
when Buliman Avas seeji making his way to tlie bunder, 
(Quitting and laugliing with Saloo, wlio trotted l>y his 
side. When the ferry-boat at last arrived, the father 
hailed Suliman arul asked if lui liad Immght little 
SaJoo. SuJiman replied tliat he laid broiiglit him 
down, but that as it had got lab' he had sent him 
liome again. The two friends, having niadi' fast tin' 
ferry-boat, walked home together, aer-ompanied by 
some of the ])asseng(‘rs, and the ialhev’s being the 
first house they <‘anie to, he called out to “ vBaloo 
Meeya.” The nio1h(‘rs voi(*e replied from within 
that he lunl gone down to the l)iinder with Suliman 
Jlaba.” Suliman ol>sei'ved that he had jwobably gone 
to his shop, and that he would send the little monkey 
Inane at once. 

lie retuiaied in a few minutes in the grc'atest 
agitation to vt'port that Saloo Meeya was not 1h(U'(‘, 
that he was seriously afraid he had fallen into the 
rreek. TorcOies were got, and all the village lunu'd 
to the bunder, but the tide was at full, and no trar(‘ 
of the little fellow <'Ould Ik* seen. Seandihig ]>arties 
were down again next morning dire<*t1y the tide had 
left the betid swamp uneovered, in tin* midst of 
whi(*h was soon descried a little hand an<l aim 
sth'kiiig up out of the soft mud. Thei*(* was ])ooi‘ 
little Saloo, dead, with his month and iiostrils full 
of mud. The little armlets cneirelinir his aims werij 
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gone, und abrasions on the tender flesh showed that 
they had ] )een wrenclied off with some violence ! 

At the pitiful sight, Suliman, who was with the 
searcli-party, and evidently greatly agitated, screamed 
out that he had done it. 1 was mad. Come, and I 
will give up the bangles.” He was taken to his house, 
and produced the miserable trifles from a sack of rice. 

I was on the spot two days afterwards, heard 
the wretched man tell the talc, and accompanied him 
to the sc'cne of the tragedy. Jf ever a man felt 
remorse, tljat man felt it. He told me — and 1 am 
very sure lie spoke truly — that he a(ded without 
premeditation ; that he never thought of the oima- 
ments until they wei*e n(‘ar the bunder-liead, when he 
took Saloo up in his arms, and, in doing so, hapjiened 
to feel the ornaments. There was no one near, and 
‘ Shaitan’ took liim.” lie (-arried the boy a few yards 
into the ooze, and, taking up a handful, crammed it 
into the little fellow s mouth, stifling his cries. He 
wrendied oft* the bangles, trod tlie little body into 
the mud. and, regaining tlie Inmder-head, liad tiim? 
to wash his f(‘ct and hands before ihe ferryman’s boat 
came up. 

“ AVhy, saheb,” said he, v/hat did I care for ^ 
llowi'ould I want those worthless bangles ? And I 
was so fond of Saloo JMceya, too ! Not a month lias 
jiassed foy years that 1 liaA en’t given the boy more 
than the worth of the liangles. I used to see them 
every day, and never thought of them. 1 was mad ! 
It is my fate ! Take me to the Judge Saheb quickly, 
und let me be lianged,” 
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Hanged, of course, lie w 3 -s, on the verj spot at 
which the crime was committed, for there had been 
oveimuch of this class of crime of late ; but he could 
not have lived long, for, without purposely abstaining 
fi‘om food, he could not eat, becoming at last so 
feeble and emaciated that he liad to be carried to 
the scaffold. After his sentence was pronounced he 
asked if Saloo Mceya’s father could be induced to 
visit him. I am glad to say the father went. Tlie 
scene was, I was told, a most affecting on(‘, tlic father 
always insisted afterwards that ‘'Sulimaii Ikiha did 
not mean to do it he was jnad ; it was all 
'nusseel)' (faff').” An<l, indectl, 1 niysi'lf beli(*v(* 
the man was mad, just as those ladies an* mad who, 
without rhyme or rc'uson, sei'rete tilings in shcips. 

1 doubt, however, if a move horrible ca,s(*, of klei)to-- 
maiiia has ever oceiuTod. 
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niAPTER X. 


MORDEH EROM .IKALOrsT. — MtTRDEH EROM TNFIRKLITY. 

Tt is RcArfcly iiecessfiry to dwell at any lengtli on 
those classes of crime wliicli are neitlier more 
numerous in India tluin tliey arc in England, nor 
])ee.uliarly (.‘.haracteristic of Indians. 

A month’s issue of sutR delectable evening papers 
as the Star or Eaenin<i Netcff probably record as 
jiiany horrible murders by jealous husbamls, wives, 
and lovers as are to be heard in all hidia in six 
m( >nths. 

As a matter of fact, it would probably be found 
that in India, jealousy, whether on liie, |)art of the 
husband, or on the part of the lov ir of his mistress, 
is satisfied by some horrible mutilation, and stops 
short of taking the victim’s life. 'I’inie was, and 
not so many }'cars ago, that the common punish- 
ment in India for infidelity was cutting off the nose 
of the frail wife or paramour ; in the fewer cases 
HOW recorded, the liludgeon or the knife seems to be 
more commonly used. There is no greater ferocity 
displayed in Bombay or Calcutta than in the slums 
of London or Baris, where most ruffians carry a knife 
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or revolver, and use it freely, while those who do riot 
possess a weapon find their hobnailed boots quite as 
efficacious. Amongst the better classes in India, 
such cases as wc liave recently read of in Europe are 
of the rarest occurrence, while there is no morbid 
eagerness or disposition to find extenuating ciniiirn- 
stances by Judge, Juror, or Assessor. 

Those and there are many oHicials who ought to 
hnow better — whf) assert tlnit- infidelity in the con- 
jugal relations is commoner inlndiia, that tlie standaid 
of morality is lower tliere tlian in Jhiropc*, grossly 
libel the people of India, es])ecia]ly the rural popu- 
lation. it is not a pleasant topic, to dwell ujKm ; 
but I am foj’('ed of my own knowl(‘dge and o])serva- 
tioii,and from what I have learnt from rural residents 
of all classes, to d(‘(‘lar(‘. that inirnorality is genei*al in 
most agricultural districts in England, where immoral 
connections are not merely tolerated, but a(*c.e])ted as 
almost a matter of cours(*.. 

Tlui vei*y language used habitually by the women 

of tlu* labouring (hisses in Enf-linid among themselves 

betokens a deju'avity whi<'h 1 have mwer found among 

the ‘‘ryots.'’ The woiium of an Indian family are 
*■ */ 

rarely alone during the daytime, at night tln^y 
usually sleep together; th<n*e are not those facilities 
for intrigue that exist in England, and (nnu'cnowd- 

ing prorniseiious overcrowding at niglit, such as is 

common in many Euglisli (cottages — is unknown. 

It is when the Indian village girl, leaving lier 
native village, joins some factory in the larger t.owjis, 
or some body of labourers on a large public' woih. 
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that she becomes coiitamiuatod by the a])undance of 
temptation and opportunity. 

The police liave ordinarily no difticulty in tracing 
tJie perpetrators of crimes of this class ; their work 
is cut out for them. Th(‘ jealous husband I’arely 
attempts to evade justice, or, if ]\e tries to escape,, is 
easily followed; there is rarely premeditation, and 
no preparations for escaipe have* been made. The 
jealous wif(‘ usually resons to poison, pcp[)ers the 
evening meal li})erally witli arseni(% and j)erhaps kills 
off half the unsuspecting household. The dissijmted 
young fellow in a town, madly infatuabul l)y som(‘. 
(to him) fascinating woman of the place*, excited b}’ 
drink or bhang,” stabs her to the death, and is 
( ‘a ii gh t r ed- h a 11 d ed . 

Th(‘ experience of most Indian ])olice officers must 
be, like my oAvn, that in Jiinety per cent, of the 
murders from j(*alous}'. women of the town arc the 
vietims. Still, there are always instances of women 
murd(‘ring their husbands, or aiding in their mnrder 
by paramours. 

T 1 k‘. worst case I ever knew I will briefly relate ; 
the actual d(‘tails are too horrible for pulffh'ation. I 
will call it'-- 


‘‘ Thk Vati: of Quilf.” 

Bhagi was married to a man much older than 
herself, a misshapen, evil-tempered sootar,” or 
carpenter ; very dissolute, and a drunkard, but 
withal a very skilful workman when sol)er. Sonoo 
strongly reminded me, in appearance, and especially 



“ THE FATE OF Ql/JLIV 


97 


in feature, of the illustrations of Quilp in Dickens' 
celebrated novel. Like Quilp, he would purposely 
absent himself from his wife ; when with her, he had 
a fiendish delight in torturing and maltreating her 
generally ; thus, he had branded her on various, parts 
of her body, had cut her about here and therewith 
his adze, and on one occasion had chopped off one 
of lier big toes. There were, happily, no children. 

Sonoo was constantly employed on pu})lic works, 
in and out of I3oml)ay, as a maistree,’' or foreman 
carpenter, and a fine young fellow <alled Dhondoo, 
a carpeiiter from the same village, usually w^orked 
in his gang. Bhagi and Dliondoo had known 
each other from childhood, an illicvit (‘onnection 
existed between them, which Sonoo had just begun 
to suspect, when the gang was em])Joyed in the 
erection of a railway station on the B. B. and (\ 1. 
Railway. Full of drink, and nifuriated by jealousy, 
Sonoo returned to their temporary hut one evening, 
knoched Bhagi down with a mallet and gagged 
her, tlien heating one of his smaller tools red-hot, he 
delibejatcdy sc'ored a kind of pattern on her buttoch. 
On going to Avork next morning lie sxyore that when 
he came back he would ent her nose ofi‘ ! 

Bhagi was not seriously injured on this occasion, 
))ut she was firmly convinced that Sonoo meant to 
carry out ])is threat. She managed to communicate 
with Dhondoo in the course of the day, and they 
determined on Sonoo's (Quilp s) fate for that CAoning. 

Dhondoo, after sundown), uectreted himself in the 
hut, armed with a. stone-mason's liammer. Quilp, 
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wlio had probably beeu drinking himself up to the 
necessary pitch, was late, and at once accosted 
Bh^gi ill his usual ferocious manner, Dhondoo, 
stepping from his hiding-jdace, felled him to the 
ground with a blow on the back of his head. The 
pair then turned him round, Bhagi, seating her- 
self oil his mouth and holding his hands, looked 
on, wliih^ Dhondoo tore the wretch’s clothes from his 
body and kneaded him on the chest and ribs with 
his knees, winding up by otherwise mutilating liim 
witli the stou<' hammer in a manner too liorrible to 
describe. 

(.hidp had probably lieen Icilled by the first blow, 
'riio hivers. waiting till all .hgiis of life were extinct, 
by which time the camp was buried in slei'p, carried 
the body to one of the numerous small “ chunam ’’ (or 
lime) kilns burning near, and thrust it in, head fore- 
most, When disco^■ered next morning, the head and 
shoulders were nearly c.ou.sumcd, but there was no 
difliculty in identifying Quilp’s crooked legs. 

I wondci- if a French jury would i.ave found 
“extenuating circumstances”? Dhondoo, ,1 know, 
was hanged, exulting in what he had done, but 
Bhagi got off with a long term of imju'isomuent. 

It will be a relief to my readers, as to me, to leave 
the subject of murder for a time, in order to deal 
with forgery and perjury, the particular offences 
which are, if we are to believe some Indian .ludges, 
especially rampant in India. 

N.B. — Tlii,s story is altogether too horrilie to illustrate. 
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l^'OR(U^RY ANT) PElUrjIY. 

In cousidoniTg those rximes it is ditHonlt to sopfinitc 
forgery from its helpmeet perjury. Forgruy .-ilways 
depends upon perjury to support and. carjy it to a 
su<.*eessful issue. 

r\M-liaps it will 1)0 (ionveniinit to <leal first witli 
perjurv in its isolated form, as it presents iiself to 
every [)ul)li<‘ oHieei' in India, f)*om the police sui>er“ 
intendent upwards, at every step of almost every 
inv(cstigation. False evidenee for or against a. pro- 
seeiition — Jalse evidene.c in sup})(.>rt of or against a 
<iaim for money or ])roperty — falsi‘ evidence, materia] 
or immaterial, to a-ny point at issue, is to be met 
Avitli and guanled against in every case ; but the 
worst of all false evidenee is that which r(‘sults 
from what is commonly known as the ‘‘tutoring” 
of witnesses by the police. 

[ am afraid I must declare my belief that “ tutoi*- 
ing ” is commonly resorted to in India, (ux^d cases 
are often broken down l)y being bolstered u]), in 
what the police imagine arc weak points, by false 
usually, unnecessary evidence. Bad cases are 
often siipp(.).rted by false evidence so clevcu'ly c-on- 

n 2 
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(■(icbocl that tlio iuuoceut are not infrequently found 
guilty. Tlie motive may be excess of zeal, or, it may 
be, anxiety to support the known views, or even the 
supposed desire, of an official superior. Hundreds of 
.sucli in.stances will occur to the mind of every Police 
Superintendent, Magistrate, or Judge This, the be- 
.setting sin of the Indian Police, it must be admitted, 
is almost indviiown in England. It was increasing 
when I left India, it is unlikely that it will 
diminish till the whole Police system .shall have been 
reformed. 

Putting aside, howevei', 2 )erjury of this dangerous 
character as peculiar to India, is thei'e any sound 
basis for the geneivdly expressed official belief that 
other perjury is more common in India than in 
England ? 

1 am one of tho.se who, with all my Imlian expe- 
rience })ehind me, have had special ojq,)ortunities in 
later years of studying j)oli<-e ca.ses of every land in 
Englaml, of hearing what barri.sters and solicitors 
say of tlic civil cawes in vvliic'li they .oe coiuxuiied. 
The daily journals tccin, too, with eases in Avhh'h false 
swearing on one side or the othei*, oi* lioth, is jiah 
pal)]e, while judges inveigh, in A^ain, from the bemdi 
against the pre? valence of perjury. Has there ever 
l)(‘en a worse ease in India than what is known as 
the Hurlbert case,'' to say nothing of several more 
recent instaina's of perjury in connection with will 
suits ? Has there eA"er been more wholesale perjury 
than in the Tichborne, commonly knowm as the 

Claimant's case " ? or the Piggott part of the Times' 
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< 'on 1 mission, wliicli <tombined forgery with false 
swearing ? 

I liave been thrown in intimate contact with tlie 
English agricultural classes, and find them (juite as 
much, if not more, addicted to lying as my old friend 
Bhow l^atel or Baj^poo Kunbi in India. 

The fa(*t is, that ‘‘ service men go out to India 
young, without any experience of their own country- 
men ; at first, from the very nature of their duties, 
seeing only the seamy side of native cliaractter, 
they become imju'i'ssed witli the belief that those 
around them ha^'c no regard foi* xeracity — a ])elief 
so strong that a subsequent ])ettei' knowledge (*an 
hardly eradicate it. 

Thofessional men and those (‘onncjcted with mer- 
<.*antile pursuits, on the other hand, similarly ignorant 
(.)f their own land, and also going out in their youth, 
live in lai*ge <*ities or stations, know nothing, or next 
to iKjtliing, of the languages, and have little com- 
munication with non-English-sp(‘aking natives, and 
that little through the interpretation of theii* 
clerks. 

Few, very few of us get to know anything of 
the masses of natives, their habits, their modes of 
thought, their inner lives. Betwixt us and t]j(un 
‘‘there is a great gulf fixed,” and we are apt in eur 
self-conceit and ignorance to judge rashly, usuiill}' fail- 
ing to perceive that the poor peojde around us huxe 
very many good <|ualities that should command our 
respect. Somehow or other it has l>ecome a settled 
l)elief that natives are habitually liars, and in tlie 
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courts of law iudulge the propensity with the utmost 
freedom. We do not know how often the native 
does not rightly understand his questioner ; how 
very easily he is confused, or made to say (or mis- 
ijiterpreted to say) wliat he does not really mean. 

Tlie impei*turbal)l(‘ Briton, tliough of tlic stric-test 
veracity, (‘an be and often is shown up to public scorn 
when in the witness-1 )ox, can be made tc> (tontradii'-t 
himself and apja^ar bent upon pievarication ; he is 
being examined by his own countryman, in liis own 
language. The native witness is often in the Iniuds 
of a cross-examiner who imperfectly understands him, 
and has to take his evideiKie at sc(‘ond-hand. Why 
should Ave alwjiys jump to the conclusion that the 
native witness is bent on j^erjuring himself? Wh}" 
not make as minh. allowaiu'c for the native as for the 
Englishman ? 

We (‘ome to be more (diaritable wlnm we get older, 
mid have left the East for good. AVc fiiul, when it 
is too laie, from what we see of our own countrAunen 
and AvouH*!], that Ave must ofUm have judged very 
Inirshly and uncharitably in India. It is not a 
pleasant riitrospeet. 

But if it is unfair exagg(U‘ation to assert that 
wholesah* jKU'jury is peculiarl}' rife in India, it is 
unfortuJiat(‘ly too true that it is the land of forgers. 
Not tliqt the crinu‘ prevails among, or is practised 
ly, the peopl(( generally ; it is the Avork of the 
liigher castes, of the ediu-ated classes necessarily, 
it exactly suits the genius of the Avily Brahmin. 

The constant change in the personnel that sur- 
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rounded the I^eisliwa « Court, the constant rise and 
fall aiijong the subordinate chiefs, tlie constant 
shifting of power and induenco, the “ sanads ” and 
(‘oiiiitcr sanads” (deeds or grants) produced a cliaos 
whicli it has taken many years of Britisli rule to 
reduce to order. Never perhaps has Brahniini(?al 
intrigue liad a wider and a richer held to r<wel in 
than tJiat aiidrded by the Britisli (}overi]]n(‘nt, from 
the downlall of Bajirao to the termination of tlm 
in(|uiri(‘s by the hated Tnam Commission. Even 
Ihcji a vast number of eases of titles oj* of claims to 
grants of land or money remained unsetthMl, while 
otliers wer(‘ allowed to l>e reopeiuMl on grounds more 
or less well tbunded. It would b(^ highly inlei'csting 
to know how many palpaldy forged do(*um(mts, liow 
many taintcid deeds, were prodinted b(‘rore the various 
tribunals betwecni ^H20 and IHGO. 

Then or about that time (ame a hocxl of legislation 
conuec'tod with suits for money and vai*ious elmngos 
in the stam[) laws, wliieh have yieldial a]i abundant 
liar\a‘st to a elass of men ever on the watch, foi* theij* 
opportunity. One of the aides t Judges onee assured 
me that (‘vej*y (hange in the law with I’cference to 
limitation of suits, to stamps, or even to rc‘gistration, 
prodiK'Cs a, ‘'hush, of forgery” throughout the Iha- 
sideiK'v. lIow far that may he true, whether it he 
an exaggeration, 1 leave judicial experts deter- 
mnie. 

The ])oliee are not usually called uirm to act in 
cases of perjury or forgery, except when those crimes 
(Top up ill the (‘Oiirse of the investigation ot‘ a ( 3 on- 
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spilrtcy for some other nefarious purpose. The per- 
jurer is, or can be, committed for trial l)y the Court 
Iwfoi'e whicli the offence is discovered. The forgery 
is commonly brought to light in a court of j ustice or 
befojc some tribunal, which impounds the suspected 
document, and refers tlic case to the magistrate. 

I remember, however, one notable case in which 
the police under me were employed with consider- 
able success in unearthing an organised gang of 
forging swindlers. If my memory serves me right, 
it was somewhere about 18G0 or 1801 nlien an 
Act was passed, the effect of wliich was to prevent 
tlie filing of suits for the recovery of money on 
unstamped bonds after a certain date. The same 
sort of thing must have o(^(mrred all over the c,ountry, 
but, to the best of my Ijclief, no formal imjuiry was 
instituted elsewhere. 

The .ludge of tin; district in which 1 was then 
serving — who was conspicuous for his remarkable 
knowledge of the verna<-uljir and his intimate ac- 
<iuaiutance with native life and character — was struck, 
first of all, by the enormous number suits filed on 
unstam])ed bojids for i)etty sums in a particular sub- 
<li vision of his jurisdiction. lie next noticed, as 
they came up before him in shoals on appeal, that 
fVir some time it was invariably the defendant who 
a})pealpd against the decree of the Lower Court, and 
that all he could allege in the face of an appaieiitly 
clear case against him was, that the bond was a 
forgeiy and that he was not indebted. 

Very soon, however, he observed that the appellant 
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was usually the original plaintifl', who, having been 
non-suited because of the defendant proving repay- 
ment or producing and proving a receipt, alleged that 
the receipt was a forgery. 

(ihiietly analysing the eases for a few months he 
found that in all such oases the plaintifl' was one of 
some eighteen money-lenders ; that the same vakils 
were always employed in the ('ourt below ; that 
latterly the defendants were always represented by 
two well-known rival vakils in the same ('ourt ! 

llic .Judge thereupon repiHisented tbe facts and his 
suspi(,-ions confidentially to the magistrate, and in 
due course I was instructed to take the matter up. 
It was no east’ matter to decide how to act, for 
I had no <due but the .Judge’s suspicions. After 
some wrecks, however, 1 learnt enough through the 
hangers-on to the particular sub-judge’s court (Moon- 
sifl' he was called in those days) to couvineo me that 
one of the eighteen plaintifls was at the head of the 
c,ous[iiracy, so 1 to(.>k my chance of finding some- 
thing useful in seardiing his house. It was not a 
^"cry irregular proceeding, liut we had sometimes to 
be irregular in tliose da vs. 

The result was beyond my expectations. The 
police found a “roomal,” or bundle, not even hidden 
away, in whi(;h there was a kind of rough diary and 
a list of persons who had been, or weise to be, 
victimised, with a few details as to their means and 
ability to pay, and their deceased fathers’ names and 
dates of death, if the son was to be sued on his 
father’s bond. There were plenty of letters from the 
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partners in the fraud, and a few from the vakils 
tliey emphjyed, sufficiently incriminating therm In- 
deed, there was no attempt at (ioncealment. Some 
of the letters discussed what should 1)e done now 
that the two other vakils had hit upon the dodge of 
putting in forged receipts, or of proving payment hy 

good witness(‘s. Lastly, there was a good ^^upply 
of sjhare pM])er l)earing the signs of age. 

The matte]’ tlien ])asse<l out of jny hands, and the 
dudge came down on cir<aiit and lield a dc^partmental 
iij(juiry. I left the district about tliat time, hut 
afterwards heard that the four vakils had thei]* 

“ sanads ’’ (or liceiu'cs to ]>ractise) can(.*elled, and that 
the IMoonsilf, an incajrable old fool, was (-oni])ids()riJy 
retired. No doubt some of the ‘^‘ighleen ” were 
])rosecuted, but with what result J do not know. 

It <miue out tliat these eighteen villains, rc^siding 
in dillenmt villages in the jurisdi(dion, used 1o ineet 
j)eriodically — '' m committee,’' as it were — with a list 
of the })ersons whom they thouglii ‘‘ gofuL' for small 
amounts of ten, twenty, or fift}^ rupees. Other 
necessary jiarticulars having been vollected, the 
(committee then deluded who should he next sued, 
and for what amount ; who of the eighteen should lie 
the nominal plaintilF; who sliould write the bond, and 
who sliould witness it. Suitable paper was selec'ted, 
and the bond was then drawn up. The signature of 
the victim was a simple matter enough, for he was 
invariably illiterate, and a jdoughshare or some such 
symbol served as his mark. In (hurt the wretched 
victim was (*,onfronted by the evidence of the 
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nominal lender, of tlie man who wrote the bonds, and 
of the two witnesses to the payment and to his signa- 
ture. 11(5 liad no defence. The bond was often 
dated several years back, and it wa,s useless for him 
to contend that it was a forgery. 

The other vakils in the court, of course, soon 
scented the fraud, and two of them hit upon tlie 
expedient of pro\ iijg payment in some cases by a. 
I’cceipt, written by some, enemy of the “ eighteen,” in 
wliii'li the nominal plain tiffs .signature was boldly 
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forood^ and liy the evidence of two false witnesses to 
the re])a}'inenl ; Imt in tlie majority of cases it was 
foiuid siiffifatnil to j)rodu(;(‘, witnesses only. And so 
the game of tit-for-tat ’’ went merrily on, to the 
great ( ontentment of the vakils, till the occupation of 
tlie wily eighteen was m^arly gone, and the astute 
diidge blew up the cou.spii*acy. 

< hi another oi'frasion my policte, in searcliiiig tlie 
house of a young Brahmin for stolen jewellei;y, came 
across what must lia\^e lieen the stock-in-trade of 
his deceased father, a very notorious old rasc^al in 
his tinie, viz. three copper dies (fahricated, of course) 
of the seals of certain neiglihouring chiefs, si^veral 
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Wank slieets of venerable-looking native paper, and 
a small book, in which the amiable old gentleman 
had evidently been practising various handwritings 
and signatures. 

Not very long before I left the country, a complete 
set of false merchants’ account-books extending over 
five years fell into my hands, but, that is another 
story, which will be found in its proper place 
later on. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

J)A(!OT'rY. 

When I first Locaine coiiTiected witli the police, 
(lacoity still existed nearly as it is de])icte.d in ‘ Pan- 
doorang ITurree ’ * and the stirring talcs hy .Meadows 
Tayloi'. Sprinhled liberally alamt the c.oimtry were 
Avell-kuown dacoit leadens, (;ountiug adherents in 
evejy village, or at least informants, among all bnt 
the highest castes. At every “ Dusserali ” festival in 
the mouth of (.>ctol»er, in imitation of the practie-e of 
.all great Maratlni leadens, each Itand assembled secretly 
by night, at the summons of its acknowledged cliief, 
in some deserted fort or temple, to settle a general 
programme of proceedings for the coming .season’.^ 
campaign ; the names of tlui selected victims ; the 
kind of booty exijectcd ; the probability of resistance, 
or of interference by the authorities (then held in no 
small contempt) ; modes of (-ommunication ; of dis- 
posing of the booty ; in short, every detail of the 
t)perations to be undertaken was solemnly discussed 
and decided. 

New members were then admitted, and swami to 
* lie-edited hj Sir Bartlo Frere. 
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fidelity on the “ kuttar,” or dagger, or some other 
weapon or emblem ; after the sacrifice of a fowl 
or a goat, usually to “ Bhowanee,” but frequently to 
some other patron deity, the band s^aratcd before 
cock-crow, and tlien began the season’s dacoities, 
and a lively time for the police everywhere till the 
approach of the monsoon (annual rains), wlien the 
baud reassembled, dividing the spoil, to repair each 
man to “ winter quarters ” in his own village. 

The monsoon months were mostly given up to 
revelry aud debamdjcry, but were also utilised for 
gathering information for the next Dusserah ” 
meeting. 

’I’lic lower classes, the out-castes, did not drink 
haliitually then as they do now, so the “ Dus.sel'ali ' 
meeting was a Anuy solemn business, at which the 
strictest sobriety prevaih'd. Connected with e\'ery 
baud were at least tw^o “Gosais,” “ Baw’as," Ibujuirs,'’ 
or otlier religious mendicants, ■who ai'ted partly as 
their jackals, partly as their me sengers, partly as 
their informants to give wairning of the moviuueuts 
of the authorities, or of treaehiuy witlihi tlie ranks 
of the band itself. I'he author of ‘ Ikindoorang 
Ilurrc'c ’ has admirally depicted these incarnate 
fiends in tlic uluquitous and pow eiful ‘‘ Gosai,” who 
is one of the chief diarar-ters in the book. 

Thcre^was usually a “ sonar,” or goldsmith, among 
the gang, by wliem ornaments were soon melted 
down, and he -was, generally .speaking, quite honest 
tow'ards his comrades ; silken and other cloths Avere 
safely deposited with some friendly shopkeepe)', liut 
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in the end usually found their way fragmentniily to 
the many mistresses of the band. 

“ Receivers,” in the ordinary police acceptation of 
the word, there were none, and “ honour among 
thieves ” was almost religiously observed. Many 
“ patels,” or headmen, were, of course, friendly, and the 
gang had many harbours of refuge, numerous strong- 
holds to retreat to in rough country ; Avliile individual 
robljors, if closely pui'sued, could id\va}’S count <.»n 
finding some friendly succour at linnd, or on being, 
if not concealed, ;it least j)assed on t(» fi'iendly hands, 
wliile pursuers W(U'e delayed <»r jmt nii a false 
scent. Women idolised them for their lavishness, 
syni])athised with them, gloried in their ad\ (‘utures, 
and acted as llieir .'cout.s evcr\ wlnu’c ; all the odds 
were in favour of the fugitive, and against the 
police. 

Nevertheless, as the country settled down, the 
pej'sisteiit a)id devoted zeal of the jjifjhed otiieers in 
the ])oliee v-cr/' jiicled in t/iose days), their un- 
tiring aiid ceaseless jaij-suit of ducoit leaders, and. 
above all, the generally sti'id enibieement of r(v 
sponsibility of villages under a well-known section of 
the Elphiustone (’ode, were gradually driving dacoit 
bands over British boundaries into Native States, 
when thewav^e of the great Alutiny swept (hnvn upon 
us, and inmlediately an epi<lemic of dacoity raged 
throughout the Western Bresideney. Tlie Blnad 
rising in Khandeish and Ahmediiuggej-, the dis- 
(juictude among the Kolis along the (diauts, and tlic 
open rebellion of the Mhighiris in the noi-tli }iut tlie 
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country in a ferment, every freebooter in Native 
States, especially along the long line of the ‘‘ Moglai ” 
(Nizam’s Dominions), took courage, and resumed 
operations over the border with renewed ardour. 

I remembe]* in my own small (charge there were no 
fewer than twenty-two dacoities in a single month. 
How order was at length restored, and at what cost 
of valuable lives to (Tovernment, must still be fresh 
in the minds of m ^ny yet serving in the Bombay 
Ih*esidency. 

One remarkalde feature in the da(.'oities of those 
three or four troublous years was, however, that the 
ancient organisation of dacoity as above described 
was to a great extent destroyed, and, as I believe, 
survives now only in Central India an<l the woj‘st 
governed Native States. 

Every now and again, it is true, some Honia, or 
Tantia, or Hiissan Khan bursts like a comet on the 
(‘omitry, gathering to Jiim a few re(‘kl(sss wretcluV. 
He succ(‘eds in distuihing the ('ouiitiy, and foi* a 
while leads the police an awful dance but there is 
no strong tie between him and his followers, no such 
fr(‘emasonry and brotherhood, no such mutual confi- 
dence, as subsisted among the. oi'gariised j)rofessionals 
of days gone by. 

There is no honour among thieves ; they 

cjommonly betray each other, what booty they 
secure is no longer safe in the hands of any mem- 
ber of the band, to be honestly divided at some 
subsequent time, but is hastily shared, and dis- 
posed of at a fraction of its Arabic to petty dealers 
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and nhopkeepers, and even to wily BrahmiiiB in the 
neighbouriiood. Nay, more, it is a matter of common 
notoriety that these last-named immaculate gentle- 
men have of late years (to use a slang phrase) put 
up^' many of the dacoities and ])urglaries that have 
been committed by half-starved Kolis, Bheels, and 
the like, first of all working on their fears, exciting 
their cupidity, suggesting the victims, supplying 
information regarding them, and then, the robbery 
(‘ompleted, appropriating the })rr)(‘eeds ; afterwards, 
v/itliout the smallest compunction, if it suited their 
]:)urposc, or to secure their own salety, indire(‘tly 
])eti*ayiiig them into tlio hands of the ])olic(\ 

Docs any one now doubt that the grea, tlaroli y 
at Paiiwcll at a. wedding feast was ''put up’' by 
Brahmins? or that all the y)oor devils of Kolis and 
others who were shot, or hanged, or transported 
during the so-called " AVasoodeo Ibilwant IMiadki 
Bel)ellioij some ten years ago Avero simple tools in 
t]i(‘ hands of Brahminical "Fagins”? These men 
were well known to, l>ut could not l)e reached by, the 
police. Dnhjss they are shamefully libelled, they 
cojitinue to play the same game Avherever ej)portunity 
offers up to the present day. 

The halo of romance, such as it was, has been 
lifted from dacoity — one crime may be more daring, 
more brutal, more successful than another^ and 
that is all ; otherwise, the history of one dacoity 
of the present day is very much the history of all 
dacoities that octeur, and a very dreary, commouplaci^ 
history it is. I do not call to mind one case tliat 

r 



114 SPJECJAL OFFIOEBS. 

merits special notice for many years past, or that was 
not fully reported at the time in all the newspapers, 
hut I remember a tenable instance of dacoit revenge, 
which will not be out of place in this chapter. 

Beb)re relating it I should like to add a few words 
in general commendation of the method adopted of 
late years by the Government, in dealing with any 
recrudescence of dacoity on the appearance of men 
like Honia, Tantia, and many others Avhom it is 
unnecessary to mention. Xothing connected with 
jjolice administration has more impressed the native 
niind, nothing has tended so much to repress this 
kind of crime, tlian the relentless, dogged maiiiicj' 
wiiii wmeh known leaders have been hunted down 
tlirough weeks and months and years. 

But there is often too inucli deliberation, ajid a, 
reluctance to sanction the only plan that will succeed ; 
tlieie is also a niggardliness in the matter of rewar<ls. 
A very few weeks suffice to show wlietlier the or- 
dinary police stall’ of a district is e<jual to the often 
incessant and harassing laixmr of hunting down a 
gang of freebooters, and, abt»ve all, of securing the 
leader. This point being clear, no time should be 
lost in deputing to the tlist. 'ct a special officer 
selected from among the numerous young officers 
who have shown aptitude for such service. He goes 
down jto assist, not to supersede, the District Super- 
intendent ; he goes literally to hunt down the gang, 
or the man, by untiring pursuit, having at his dis- 
posal sufficient picked men, relying upon the hearty 
co-operation of the local police. 
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No TJLstrict Superintendent I have ever heard of 
who was woi’tli his salt lias felt himself aggrieved in 
such a case — many of their own accord liave asked 
for such assistance. The ordinary duties of an atdive 
Superintendent are much heavier than the puhlic is 
aware of, therefore he absolutely needs extra assistance 
to cope with outbursts of crime of this c]iara('ter. 

Then as to rewards ; (loveriiment are given, or 
used to be given, to haggling over tlie amount to be 
offered. District Superintendents refrain from asking 
for enough, the Magistrate ])erhaj)s cuts that down, 
and (lovernment economise/’ still further, forgetful 
that an outlaw in tlu*, ihish of his success is a-ble to, 
and oft(‘n d(»es, outbid them in the (juarters from 
whicli information may be obtained. Rewards are 
not very fruitful of n^.sults at any time, but to offer 
an inade(juate reward is worse than useless, liecause 
it only brings ridicule on (iloveriunent. 

Tli(^ en(*rgv, activity, and zeal of district poli(*e 
ollucH's liave done much to stamp out dacoii\' in the 
\Vcst(*jn Ihesidemy. A little more 2>]*om])titude and 
generosity on the. part of (h^vcrnment itself \vill work 
wonder-;, tliougli the ^riine will always (U'op up now 
and again wlien ('ircumstan<*es favour it, and r(.‘(d<l(‘ss 
men exist to take advantage of them. 

A Da( OTT’s liKVENCiK. 

There must still be a few^ olHeers in AVestei'ii 
India Avho remember the outbreak of the IJlaads in 
October 1858, and how Bhagoji Naiijne (whose 


J 
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career I hope soon to recount) opened the ball b' 
shooting Captain Fleniy, the Superintendent of th 
Alimednugger Police, in an affray near Sinniu- ; how 
with comparatively few exceptions, tlio maiorit^ 
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of the Bheels ubaucloiied their villaires and took to 
tlacoity umler Bhagoji and sundry of liis lieutenants. 

At fliis time there was living in a village, on an 
important cross road in that neighbourhood, an old 
Bheel named A’^esoo, a personal friend of Bhagoji. 
Ilis A’illagc was a favourite camping-place for Euro- 
pean officers on tour, by reason of a fine “ tope ” 
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(grove) of mango trees, and the existence of good 
^uail and hare shooting in the vicinity. Yesoo 
saw much of them, both in the field and in his 
<japacity of liead watcJiman ; he was a good old fellow 
all round, withal very amusing, and he had an 
evident predilection for Sahebs generally. 

Yesoo, hearing that Bliagoji had determined to “ go 
out,’' as it was termed — that is to say, to encamp in 
the jungles with all the followers he (tould collect — 
went to see liim, and tried to dissuade Iiim from so 
bital a step. After Henry’s deatli ^"esoo rt*fuscd to 
join the rebels, and in view of his age and a slight 
lameness, he was ex^nsed ].)y th(‘m and left in peace, 
they never siisjavcting for a moment that lie had com- 
pletely thrown in his 1<»t with the Sahebs, and was 
already secretly supplying the Magistrate with very 
valuable information as to the origin and progress of 
the outbi'eak. 

His story was, that about six months l)efore, an 
^miissary of Nana Sahel), or of his notorious 
lieutenant, Tantia l\)pe(\ made Ins appearance in the 
neigJibourbood — there wen; plenty of sinh emissaries 
about then, as we subsequently learned — that a 
mt;etmg took place at or near the town of Suii- 
guninair, between tliis emissary, a wealthy Purdesi 
residing in the town, Bliagoji, the chief Bheel 
Naique, and Jmima Naique, the head of tlie Koli 
tribe along the Syhadri range of mountains ; that 
it was arranged that immediately after the rains 
Bhagoji was to lead off with the Bheels ; Jimma was 
to follow suit with the Kolis ; and when the (tountry 
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was thorouglily disturbed and ripe for it, Tantia 
Topee was to force bis w^ay southward through 
Khandeish with a well-equipped army and overrun 
the Deccan. The Purdesi gentleman was to act as 
local agent and keep Tantia informed of the ju’ogrcss 
of events. 

This story was otherwise corroborated (if I re- 
member righ t ly ) by intercepted ('.orrespoiulonc'e. 
Bhagoji, true to his wor<l, a(i(!ording]y ‘Med oft ” 
with his Bheels, and Jinnna, no doubt, would have 
fulfilled his promise with tlie Kolis, but (Jovernment 
stepped in and raised a Koli corps on good j^ay all 
round — Jiinma being made native commandant on 
large allowances- -their duty being t<f pursue and 
(^ai)tu]*e Bhagoji ! 

It was far too good a thing for the Kolis to throw 
over. Of course, JiniTua and Bhagoji had a peudevt 
understanding, it was remarkable how unfortunate 
the Kolis were in always being too late to 

catch the Bheels. ]\Tany a wild goose 'hase was your 
humble seiwant led in vain pursuit of the nimble 
Bhagoji. 

Tantia Topee, as all the worhl knows, did make 
his attempt to break into Khandeish, and was within 
an ace of succeeding. The Jhirdesi, 1 fancy, soon 
discovered that the climate of Sungumnair would not 
long agree with him, for he disappeared on the first 
opportunity. 

But to return to my story. One of Bhagoji's most 
trusty adherents in the early part of the so-called 
rebellion was one Ilaiimant, a young Bheel of some 
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influence in and around the neighbourhood of Yesoo's 
village. No reliable evidence of his having been in 
any of the subse(juent fights with our troops, or of 
his having taken part in any particular dacoity, was 
on record, l)ut lie certainly led strong bodies of 
Bheels for Bhagoji, and in shoi’t lie was very much 
wanted by the police. Suliseiiuently, when Bhagoji s 
star was on the wane, and the amnesty was pro- 
claimed, Hanmant returned and settled (piietly down 
in liis own village. 

Vesoo, by this time, vv^as well known to have been 
a (Tovernnieiit informer, and iiidrcnl gloried in it. 
This, seemingly, did not afletti llanniant much; he 
attempted to renew tlie most friendly relations with 
Yesoo, would go over to see and chat jdeasantly with 
the old fellow, tried to pej'suade liim to bring his 
family over to liis (Ilanmants) OAvn village, with a. 
view to a little shooting. But Yesoo was a wary old 
fellow, and kept the young man, as much as he (*ould, 
at arm’s length. Finding all attempts to conciliate 
old Yesoo, or to get him away from liis village (where 
he was comparativel)^ safe with his two sons and 
other Bheels in the Bheelwarra, or Bheel cpiarter) to 
be unavailing, T[aiimaiit (‘onceived and carried out 
the following diabolical plot. 

Taking some fifteen or twenty of his own ptiople, 
and a few more Bheels who had sworn to be revenged 
on Yesoo, he repaired one night to Yesoos village, 
silently surrounded the Bheel quarter, and then sent 
one of his men to fire the village stackyard at the 
other side of the village. Just as he anticipated, 
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the alarm was no sooner given than every male 
Bheel in the “ Warra/^* including Yesoo and his two 
sons, went off at best speed to the fire, the women 
and children collecting outside their huts to view the 
blaze. In an instant the revengeful gang sur- 
rounded the Warra,” and with his own hand 
Hanmant cut down and horribly mutilated Yesoo’s 
two wives and daughters, the other women were 
gagged and bound, and then Hanmant and a select 
few, armed with matchlocks, lay in ambush by the 
path Yesoo and his sons must return by. 

Yesoo he shot with the muzzle nearly touching his 
body, and the sons and one Bheel who showed fight 
were disposed of by liis comrades ; the other Bheels 
dispei’sed while Hanmant a.ij<l his gang (juietly re- 
turned hoiiie. 

Suspi(h)n, of course, fell immediately upoji Han- 
niant. One of his confederates peached. Hanmant 
escaped into the jungle, but was caught half-famished 
about a W(?ek afterwards. Ultitnateb' he and two 
a('-coinplices were execaited at the s(‘ene of the murder, 
Hanmant exulting up to the last jooment in the 
(b*eadful deed, wdiich he had been brooding over for 
nearly five years. What a “ study of revenge ! 

Bljoels iilwiiys live outside the villaj^e proper. 
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(CHAPTER Xni. 

WRK(^K1NG. 

Wjikn piracy was iiiially |)iit down on the i\lala,har 
(Vjast — wJiicIi by tJjc way was not so veiy long ago 
— the various cuistes of seafaring nuni, tin' tisherinen, 
the Kolis, the Jiliandnris, and others, naturally took 
to Avrocking in various ways. If native tradition is 
to be relied upon, the faAa>urit(^ jdan of oj)erations 
was somewhat as follows up to cjuite as late as 1850. 

When the coast opened after the monsoon a (con- 
federate crew, to the num])er of fifteen or twenty, 
would ccJlect together and repair to Surat or Bombay, 
or some othei’ ('onsiderable port, where the larger 
native craft were laid up for the monsoon, for the 
purpose of engaging a\ itli a native sliipowner to Avork 
a vessel for the season u]) or down the (coast, as the 
case might be. A handsome sum was demanded, and 
usually paid down in (aish, l)y Avay of advance to the 
crew. They elected their oAvn “ Tindal ” ov Serang ” 
(captain) from among themselves. 

Messing and living together on l)oard, they took 

* The good ship was pirated and towed into Yizia- 

-droog in September (irant Duff’s ‘llistcjrv of the 

Mahrattas.’ 
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no one into their confidence; they wanted no con- 
federate on shore, they could consult with perfect 
safety at sea ; then they waited with the utmost 
patience till the time came when, with a valuable 
cargo on ])oard, they were sufficiently near the spot 
previously selected (which was always near the 
homes of some of them), and taking advantage of 
any squally weather that would be excuse enougli, 
they would deliberately run the craft ashore at night, 
previously ])roviding for their owm safety in the 
“ puggar/’ or jolly-boat, in which they would land 
just a})out the time the vessel struck, and pretend 
that they liad l)een wrecked in her. 

There were no inconvenient telegraphs and no 
postal service, to s])eak of, in those l)iping times ; 
nor were there prying Poliire or Magisterial authori- 
ti(*s anywhere, except at large ports. 

T\\o. little game was thoroughly understood and 
(*njoyed by the villagers in the vicinity of the wre(*k, 
who ('rowded down ‘‘ to help’’ in savi .g ” the (^argo. 
It was an understood thing that all shared who 
worked, after the crew were satisfied. There were 
always wily “ Goozar,” or Brahmin or Khojah traders 
attracted to the spot, who would buy anything at a 
price, from a bag of ‘‘ copra’’ (cocoanut kernels) to a 
bale of silk ; and the whole cargo, whatever it was, 
w\as dispersed among the villages and along the 
neighbouring (*reeks weeks l)cfore the serang (captain) 
and two ov three of the crew found their way to the 
owners at Bombay, Surat, or elsewhere, and reported 
that the good ship Dui'ria Dowlat had sprung a leak 
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and foundered at sea, or had been driven ashore in a 
gale, or met with some other disaster, resulting in 
a total loss. 

AVonderfully gxaphic would be the serang's do- 
scu'iption of the catastrophe, how he and all hands 
did their utmost to save the dear old ship,” what 
perils they encountered, what sufferings they undei- 
went — in fact, how they were the most faithful and 
courageous of servants, to Avliom a large instalment 
of (ompensatoi*)' ‘M)akshish” w'as obviously du(% with 
th(^ promise of another ship next season ! 

The ])usy, ]>rosp(U*ons, go()d-na,tur(N| ‘^sllcttia,” or 
merchant, listcuuKl with staring gaze and open mouth, 
almost always swallowing the wlioli* story, com- 
miserated the wret<'hed sailors, and bountifully 
remunerated them. He laid, perhaps, fifty large 
native craft, or more, plying up and down the (‘oast. 
His nasib ” (luck) had been bad on tins o(!(*a,sion, 
no (lou])t, but lie must expect to lose a vessel now 
and again. His othei* ventures, however, had l)een 
fairly suc(*essful, and his juofit and loss ac('uunt, after 
all, would not look so bad at next Diwali ! 

If haply he harboured any sus2)ir*ion of foul play, 
Avhat could he do? The Durria Doidat had 1)een 
lost iierhaps two or thria^ months l)efore, and (»n a 
part of the coast to wliii'h he was an utter strangou*. 
It was a long and tedious and, probably, in those 

* The festival of Diwali ocunirs on 20tli October, wlicn all 
traders close the year’s accounts, pray to them, and illuminat(i 
the house-front regardless of expense. ITeiice the name : “ dipa,” 
a lamp, and ‘‘ awali,” a vow. 
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days, a dangerous land journey. He would have to 
lay out no end of money to induce the authorities 
to exert themselves in inquiry. He could not afford 
to leave his thriving business on what in all pro- 
bability would turn out to be a wild-goose chase ; so 
he shrugged his jolly fat shoulders, perhaps made a 
mentid note not to employ that serang again, if he 
eoulil help it, held his tongue, and wrote the Durrui 
Doidat off as lost at sea. 

The serang and his merry men, on the other hand, 
took v(‘ry good (tare from the outset not to lay them- 
selves oj)cn to suspicion. In all probability they 
worked splendidly in getting the “Khibad” (large 
native vessel) ready for sea ; they made perhaps 
three, successful voyages in her, usually reseiving 
their grand coup for the hist trip before the monsoon, 
wlum the weather is a})t to be unsettled. The little 
affair over, they' were not smd) fools as to ship 
together again for two or three years, if ever ; and, 
indeed, they usually made so large a 1. ,.ul that they 
could afford to lie by as simple li.shermeji for a sea, son 
or so, trading in a small way^ on theu own account 
for a time. 

When it is remembered that in those days there 
were no British India or other company’s steamers 
calling regularly for cargo at every port along the 
c(aist, that for every native craft now ply'ing there 
were then a hundred, it can be. readily understood 
what a .splendid field of operations was open to 
these (hu'oits of the deep till quite the middle of 
the (;entury, when (.•ommunhyations of all .sorts had 
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improved, the (country had settled down, and law 
and authority were beginning to be enfonted. 

Much of my own infonnation was picked up from 
old nacodas and serangs (captains and commanders). 
One of them, in particular, was in 18G3 a very pj'os- 
pei'ous timber merchant, whose father I slu’cvvdly 
suspe(*t to have been one of the most su(f(*essful 
opc]*ators along the seaboard. I make no doubt his 
son jhously aided him in liis youngei- days. The 
fii. tiler began life as a common khalassee (seaman), led 
his son live of the largest native cj-aft ever built, and 
a thriving trade. \vhi<‘h ullimately rtajuircd thii'ty- 
oiKi hug(,‘ vessids, ('arrying t(‘a,k from llu‘ southern 
j)orts. Ilis ('tinning old ey(‘s glistened and his 
mouth appeared to water as h(' told of richly-laden 
‘'dliows’^ and ‘daiUelas ^ run asliorc uudin* many 
a, headland 1 wot of 

“ There was no real danger ; there was no risk in 
it. saJieb!'' he used to say; “ Jio one carinl for th(‘ 
Sirkar tluui, and then* are so many soft spots on 
wlih'h to beai'h a V(‘ss(d when one kiu'iws the coast. 
And, indeed, I could (|uit(‘. believe him on the last 
point, for it is not so very many years ago that 1 
was engaged in an iiicjuiry into the loss of a huge 
Arab vessel, which tacked oh' and on along a sandy 
reach near ‘‘ the wooded slopes of Baroudi/’ and was 
then deliliei'ately lieatdied wiiilc a few horses pn board 
landed or rather made to swim ashore. If lhal shij) 
was not intentionally lost for the sake of th(‘ insur- 
ance money I am very much mistaken. At any late, 

* Native ships of thc^ larger S(ji1s. 
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the insurance was claimed, and had to ])e paid after 
some demur l)y the native underwriters. 

Since 1850, perhaps, sea dacoity, as I must call 
it, has developed a milder type. V'essels cannot l)e 
intentionally beached and their ('.argoes got rid of 
without the owners receiving the news in a few^days ; 
))ut native craft are, as I believe, often run ashore or 
<leliberately scuttled after liaving been insured for four 
or five times tlieir value. After all, the native owiiei's 
are only taking a leaf out of the white man’s Ijook. 
Audacious frauds of this kind have not unfre(iu(ujtly 
come before the pu1)lic in England; Air. Plinisoll 
proved a few years ago that many shi])s liad been 
sent to sea known to be unseaworthy, ill-found, and 
under-manned, with the intention that they should 
founder or be lost in the fii'st heavy weatlier. An<l 
was not a splendid ship deli))erately scuttled as she 
was leaving Bombay harbour some twenty years ago ( 

\V(' an> not so imnnuadate that we can presume 
to cast stones at our Aryan brothei- in r -^j)ect of sins 
like th(?se : nor, again, may we inveigh against the 
hideous pradiee that formerl}' pi'evailcd at certain 
])oints of the seaboard of luring \'essels on to the 
rocks by means of lights dexteiously sliown on sliore. 
in dark nights. If it be true that many a ]>oat and 
ship has thus been wrecked on the Malabar (Viast, 
and esp(;eially in the vicinity of Angrias Colaba, 
it is no less true that the C^oi-nish coast liad an even 
more evil reputation. In neither country is this 
barbarous (U-ime now heard of. 

So, again, the pillaging of craft accidentally 
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stranded, the robbing of the corpses cast up })y the 
f)cean, is now tlie exception and not the rule, as it 
was in years gone by. When a tempest sweeps 
the coast and drives hundreds of pattimars* ashore,, 
the people turn out to help and save, not to “loot” 
and mui'der, as they habitually did in the good old 
times. 

There is a file on the old records of the Soutli 
Konkan — if it has not shared the fate of many 
valuable documents torn up or burnt to make room 
for the comparatively worthless oilicial (-orrcsjiomlene.e 
of lat(“. years. In that file, was the. history of the 
general looting for miles along the <-oast in the 
vie.hiity of the “ Wa.shisti ” ri\er, after perhajis the 
most awful cyclone of the piH'Sinit c(mtuiy. Barrow 
EllLs — whose name is even yet familiar as a. household 
word in that region— wa.s then Assistant I'ollcetor, 
he passed weeks on the spot, tracing out stolen 
cargo, recovering ornaments and valuables torn from 
liundreds of bodies cast up by the waves. hor 
•lays together the entiiv population along .the shore, 
from “ twdee born” Brahmins downwards, had been 
(juarrelling over their plundei-, leaving the corjises of 
the drowned, of both sc.xins, sirij/ped, naked, imliuried, 
unburnt, to be dragged about the beach by packs 
of village dogs and jaihals. A ghastlier tale was 
never told. The far-reaching imjuiries ii^stitiited by 
Barr<.)W Ellis, resulting as they did in the seA'cri* 
punishment of some hundred of the ofTeinh'rs — many 
of them persons of high caste and good jiositiou — 
Smaller era! t. 
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no doubt produced a lusting and salutar}^ eft'ect all 
along the coast. 

A case, however, oc(*urre<l wdthiii my own oliieial 
experieiicjC/ not many years ago, which is worth 
relating, l)ecause of the su(*cess whicli attended the 
attempt to enforce village responsibility for crime 
committed within the village limits. 

That year the monsoon burst unusually early, 
a))out the middle of May. I was a long distance 
away from the distri<‘t head<juarters, makiijg my final 
inspection of poli('e posts before the rains set in. It 
did not surprise me to learn that several l)elated 
pattimars (native craft), working their way on their 
last trip of the sciuson up to llombay, had beam drivcui 
asliore. 

Among others a large buttela,” laden with casks 
of cocoanut oil from Cochin, was reported to liavt' 
run on a sandbank at the entranc(^, of a. creek to 
whicl) she was making for slielter from tlie gale. 
Tlxe village patel, or foujdar, state<l appar. ntly full 
partkmlars. 

‘‘There ’svns no loss of life. The crew, some eighteen or 
twenty Ciitch(H‘ sailors, had easily got ashore when the tide 
receded, hut the vcissel, it was said, had since rolled over on her 
side, and her cargo of oil barrels had all been washed out of her 
and carried out to sea ; if any Averc recovered they would be 
taken proper care of, and the ‘ »Sirkar ’ duly informed, hut the sea 
ran so hij^h,' it was feared there would be no salvage. The 
(hitchce crew would not wait for any inquiry, but had started at 
once overland to report the loss to their employers. No one 
understood their language, but, so far as could be made out, they 
had sullicieut money for their expenses in their waist-belts, and 
as they were a rough ‘ zabberdasti ’ lot of men, no attempt had 
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iKHiii made to detain them, nor were their names or the names of 
th(; IJomhaj owners known. The huttcia itself, exeept in so far 
as it was eiiil)eddod in the sand, had broken up, and there was no- 
wreckage worth taking possession of.” 

The rej)ort, in short, rend satisfactorily enoiigli, 
heyond that it was iinusnally long- winded for a 
village report, it was siiftic.iontly plaiisilde. It had 
been sent to the Natives ]\lagis1rate of the sub- 
district, a respectable old fossil, wlio naturally dill 
not trouble liiniself to make any imjuiry on the spot, 
and wdio siinjdy forwarded it for infoi-matioii, ex- 
j)r(‘,Svsing his opinion tliat there was nothing to 
done, and that the fonjdai- and villagtirs of Talekcri 
had done their l)est, under tbe cinunnstances. 

However, it seemed advisable to ascertain what, 
the name, tonnage, and value of th(‘. biiLtela's freight 
were. 1 accordingly ad<lresst‘d an oHicial letter to tln.^ 

( Vnnmissioiier of lN)lice in Bombay, recpiesting him 
to institute in(|uiry in the bazaar, and to find out if 
the crew had aj-rived safely at their journey ^s end, 
and if they had reported tlie loss of their ship. 
Meantime, I then repaii*(‘d to head(|uarters foi* th<‘ 
monsoon, where my friiuid (k)lt, of wliom I have 
made mention in former j)apers, had already arrived. 

A week or two had elapsed when Colt one morning 
drew my attention to an ambiguously- worded letter 
from a correspondent in the local vernacrl^iy paper. 
It was headed Rumoured Wrecking at 1 alekeri ; 
how our admirable new police are humbugged,” or 
words to that etfec^t ; and it went on to state that 
the richly-laden buttela, wrecked in May, had bc‘vn 

K 
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gutted by the villagers, who, if all that was said were 
true, had appropriated hundreds of barrels of oil, 
besides bales of spices, after driving off the wretched 
crew of foreigners. ‘‘ Coeoanut oil, needless to say, is 
clieap just now along the Talekeri creek,’" was the 
conclusion. 

For some time the detectives we naturally sent 
down at once were com]')letely baffled in their 
attempts to ol:)tairi any tangil)]e proof of the news- 
paper’s allegations. The villagers of Talekeri and the 
l)oatmen on the creek stu(*k to each other and would 
not peach. The Bombay polic(?; had not been aide to 
find any of the Cu tehee crew, who, it seemed, having 
really reported the wreck to their owners had left 
at oiKte for their native country, Cutch, in which, 
in those days, finding a wanted ” man was as 
diflicult as the proverbial looking for a needle in a 
bundle of hay. 

The anonymous newspayjer correspondent con- 
tinued to deride us, and we were at our wits’ end 
with rage, (tonvijiced that the stoiy was mainly true, 
but unable to lay our hands on any clue. By the 
merest Inch it appeared at last. An ordinary theft 
occurred in Talekeri itself, and in searching the house 
of a suspe(?ted person the polic*.e found traces of the 
earth floor of an out-house having been disturbed, 
dug it up, and, lo and behold, two casks of oil were 
unearthed ! In the excitement that followed, while 
the house-owner was being arrested, his old mother 
^‘‘gave tongue” freely, indignantly protesting that if 
her poor son was to be “run in” about the buttela’s 
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oil, the police liaJ best put tlic vA^liole village into 
cbowkey, from tlic foujdar or patel downwards, for 
they were all in it ! 

Most of the houses and huts in Talekeri and 
adjacent villages were then searched ; though little 
was found in them, the people still remaining 
staunch to ea(*.h otlier, the detectives got a hint that 
it would be worth wliile exploring along the sand 
dunes that fringed the beach, and, sure enough, al 
various spots some forty or fifty (-asks, the spars and 
sails of the laittela, and the gi'cat copper liandi,” 
or cooking- vessel of the crew, were found l)uried in 
the sand. 

The man originally apprehended then made a clean 
breast of it, implicating at l$rist half the village, 
bcsi<les many fishermen and Kolis of neighbouring 
villages also. lb", was brought up to headtjuarters 
for safety, his trial being lield over wliilo the facts dis- 
covered were brought to the notice of the (rovemnient, 
wliich put pressure on the (Aitch Durbar, through the 
Resident, so that before the faij“ scuison opened the 
Nac'oda and three of the crew were found and their 
evidence taken in support of the newspaper story. 
It wa>s then clear enough tliat a A'Cry serious outrage 
had occurred, and that although, of course, Bralimins, 
Wanis, and petty shopkeepers had not taken uny 
active part in gutting the buttela, they ha<i-M4>unived 
at its being gutted by Kolis and fishermen, had acted 
as receivers in buying and disposing of tlic stolen 
cargo, and had, in fai't, reajied more profit from the 
crime than the actual wreckers. 
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Our District Magistrate had served a great deal in 
Guzerat, where, under the old Elphinstonian Code, 
he had seen the responsibility of villages constantly 
brought home to villages in cases of highway robbery, 
dacoity, and the like, when the robbers, or the pro- 
perty stolen, had been traced to the village walls. It 
went very much against his grain to let the people 
of 1’alekeri go scot-free : he would not be content 
with the couvitdion of the one man in custody, who 
was probably not half so deserving of punishment as 
sitores of his neighbours in higher position. 

He therefoixi dirc(.-,ted that proceedings should be 
instituted against the whole village under the parti- 
cular secition i have l.tefore alluded to, which had been 
incorporated in the Criminal Procedure Code, then 
newly become law. A noth'e undcu- his signature was 
accordingly alfixcd to the villag<', temples and 
mos(|ucs, proclaiming that the trial would bike phua; 
at the village on a certain day in Novemljcr ; and 
I was instrinded to arrange with the ^'olicc CVim- 
mis.sioner in Bombay that the three Cutchee sailors 
and an interpi-etcr should be .sent, down to head- 
quarters in time, so that 1 should take them and 
the man in custody down with me to Talekeri, 
to there conduct the ])rosec.ution in person. Colt 
was notoriously prejudiced against the villagers, so 
another Ausistant Magistrate was told off to try the 
case. 

He pitched his camp in a cocoanut plantation 
on the seaside, with the aid of an extra escort I 
had supplied him with, got the reluctant villagers 
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assembled, read the notice or proclamation under 
the Criminal Procedure Code section in point, and 
tlic charge, and adjourned proceedings till tlie 
following day, so that the villagers might select and 
nominate a “ Panch,” or committee, to represent them 
in defence. 

1 had not yet arrived, and the villagers not 
knowing what evidence, or, indeed, that any evideu(^e, 
had been secured, except the eonicssion of the man 
in custody, were decidedly deliant and insolent in 
their demeanour to the Assistant j\1agistrate., openly 
laughing the idea, to scorn of .•inything coining of the 
proceeilings under a section they had never he.ard of 
before, much loss seen in operat ion. 

1 arrived, however, by boat with my witnesses in 
the (ourse of the night, but purposely J cfrained from 
lauding till th(“ Assistant Magistrate had well com- 
menced pioceedings, which he did by recording the 
names of the committee of defence and a kind of jdea 
of not guilty. 

My appearance with the Cuti-hees had the etli'ct of 
a thunderbolt on the assemblage, which was enhanced 
by the Nae.oda running up and identifying some of 
the Panch (committee) as having been some of those 
present when the looting took place, to whom he had 
appealed in vain for jirotectiou. 

To be brief : the prosecution (-ai’i'icd before 
it. There was practically no defence ; mavc qul 
peut was the line adopted by the committee, each 
caste denying its complicity and accusing the other 
castes. The estimated value of the cargo, some 
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five thousand rupees, was then ordej’ed to be levied 
as a revenue demand from the villagers, but within 
forty-eight hours the head people of the Aillage 
somehow made up tlie amount. There the matter 
ended, for no attempt whatever was made to appeal. 
I suppose the people were so divided by dissensions 
that they ('ould not agree on the basis for appeal. Of 
course, the fine was in due course paid over to the 
ownej*s of the l)utteia in Bombay. As to the follow^ 
in whose house the first casks were found, lie w'as let 
offwith a nominal jauiishment. I famw the fine was 
a very small part of the penalty suffeied by the 
villageis. Endless (juarrels and dissensions arose 
among them, and foj' many months the vernai'ular 
papers held Talekeri uj) to public ridhnde, w hile every 
time a European officei* passed through the ])]ace he 
always asked the price of cocoaiiut oil ! 
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HOl’SKBRKAKJNG. 

Ik (la<‘oitj is l>ec<>iiun<^‘ easior to follow u]), or 
n]*adually Jiiiiijiisliiiig, .hoiisi'ln-oalviiig, on I lie oth(*r 
haaid, is, or was lately, on tlie in(;r(.‘ase, and more 
often tliaii not baffles (lie Police cjitirel}'. 

It is not that, tlit^ oj'ganisation of professiona] 
burglars lias imjiros ed of late yt^ars, or that tbey are 
more expert than they W(ire, say'^ five-aiid-twenty 
years ago ; on tlie (‘ontrary, they no longer work in 
large armed and dang(*rons gangs as they used to do. 
V^ery rarely do they disjilay any marked skill or 
ingenuity sinOi as wo fojuierly^ heard of, wlien tunnels 
were not uiifrequeiitK" made from witliout under the 
foundations of tlie jail-iikc buildings in wbich pi‘os- 
pcrous bankers resided. 

I can call to mintl one instance rif the kind. It 
was in one of those walic<l villages so cominoii hi tin* 
Deccnji. A large bridge was under cniif^tructiun by 
the Public Works Departnu'ut over a stream just 
outside the village, and a Jiumbei* of cpuirrymeu an<l 
cbareoal -burners settled down in huts oiilside tin? 
walls while the work |)roe(*eded ; the muc('adunis or 
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ioTceraerv oi t\ie gatigs foMud lodging in tlie village 
itself, where resided but one man of means, a pros- 
perous Patel, also the village sowear or banker, 
reputed always to keep a considerable sum in cash, 
and ornaments of great value, in a treasury chamber 
within his dwelling. 

The house was very substantially built of coarse 
rubble al)out ten feet above a solid plinth, the only 
entrance being by a heavy teak dooiway with iron- 
spiked bosses all over it, secured %)m within by 
strong bars or bolts. A half-door, as massive as the 
gate itself, and as well secui'cd, was let into it, and 
ordinarily sufficed for the ingi'ess and egi'css of the 
residents, the main gate being onl}' oj)ened morning 
ami evening for the |)assage of the cattle into a 
sfiacious courtyard, around which lluy wire tethered 
at night in the open verajida.]) along two sides of the 
sciuare. Q’he third side of the. s(|iuire facing the 
gateway was built in up to the edge of the vei'andah, 
.and dividial into living chambers. (/fi the left 
hand of the gateway, siniilaj'ly built uj), Wfis the 
granary oj’ bam, while to the right of the gateway 
the raised verandah or “Ota” was open, and here 
lived and sle[)t the gate-k(*eper, a stalwart Purdesi, 
ready to challenge all incomers. 

These were the stii-ring times which followed the 
Mutiny, ^^'.en even the peaceful Deccan was dis- 
tui'bed along the Nizam’s frontier by occasional in- 
roads of gangs of freebooters. The Patel himself 
and his servants were well aimed with matchlocks, 
swords, and iron-shod clubs, would doulitless haA'e 
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HucceBsMly xesisted anything lihe an organised attack 
from without. 

The Patel's so-called ‘‘kajina,” or treasure chamber, 
was in a corner of the dwelling part of the enclosure, 
and was accessible only through the chief sitting- 
room (where the Patel transacted business) hy a 
stout low door always well secured ; it ('-ontained hut- 
two Ifirge, strong, iron-(damped chests, in one of wliicli, 
when I afterwards inspected the pLic.e, tlicre were 
some half-doz(3|f l)ags of rupees; in the other were 
sundry packages of valuable ornaments done up in 
dirty cloths, numerous silver ‘^lotahs’’ and “ watees” 
(pots and j)a.ns), the heii'Ioums of tin'; family, and a. 
(M)rpulent “roomal/' or tied bundle of deeds and 
documents. 

It struck me tliat few (Jovermnent tiH^asuries were 
as absolutely safe as this old Ihitel’s strong-room, but 
it had its weak point, then very common in (lovern- 
immt treasuries also— the ba<‘k of the strong-room 
was formed by die outer wall of the main building, 
whi('h abutted o]i one of the village lanes. 

Now among the muccaduius on the 'bridge works 
was a, swarthy rpuirryman, a short, thick-set, powerful 
m^ln, who, by reason of his superior intelligence and 
his influence among his people* and fellow'- workmen, 
had been made an overseer on the works, on the (to 
him) handsome salary of Ps. 30 a months ,^h‘<Ml](\ss 
to say, he also rceieived from those under him good 

dusturi" or percentage on their earnings, so that lie 
was exceedingly well-to-do, and was for from being 
tempted to evil courses by want. He was also, as 
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(juarryiricii go, remarkably aUstemioiis ; outwardly, 
in short, as respectable an old fellow (he was about 
sixty years of age) as one would wish to see. But 
he was des(*ended from a long line of the old 
professional housel)reakers of tlie Peisliwa’s time ; 
his own father had been notoriously successful in 
days gone by, and it was whispered that the old 
fellow himself, when ([uite a lad — had taken part in 
an audacious burglary for which his father was 
ultimately hanged. 

Janoo Naik (as I shall call him), so far from being 
reticent regarding his father's exploits, was evidcmtly 
proud of them, often recounting his stirring tales 
to an admiring audience around the evening cainp 
fires ; he enjoyed Ijeing rallied by the Patel and the 
leading villagers on the burglarious pi*o]^ejisities of 
his family ; indeed, he quite ingratiated himself with 
the Patel, was freely admitt(*d into his courtyard, 
and a('tually deposited siiiall sums for safety with 
him. But somehow or other he (juite failed to gain 
the confidence of the Purdesi gatek('eper. That 
surly custodian rejec^ted all his overtures, treated him 
with open susjvicion, and, to the great amusement of 
the J^itcl, ncA^er left liis side Avhile he was witliin 
the precincts of the courtyard — not even when he 
brought the greater part of his months pay to 
deposit. r 

There was an empty outbuilding outside the 
Patefs “ Avarra,” or mansion, separated from it by 
the lane aforesaid, which, led down to a watercourse, 
or ‘‘ nullah,” more or less (A'ergrown with prickly 
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pear. Janoo Naik had no difficulty in persuading 
the Patel to let him ()ccu]>y tliis shed with his two 
sons and their women folk, and thc)^ soon converted 
it into (juite a decent (idobe dwn;lling-house, where 
they all lived for nearly two years in an eminently 
respee;tal)le manner. 

All things must have an end, (wen under the 
Public Works 1 )e])artment. (Remember that I aiii 
speaking of the old P. W. I), of more than a (juarter 
of a century ago, a department that disliked unseemly 
haste, and was nearly as innocent of the virtues and 
use of Portland (cement as it Avas of dynamite.) Tlu^ 
bridgf^ approaclied com])letion, ntany of the workmen 
had been discharged, and after the. (toiniitg monsoon, 
quarjymen, lime and charcoal-) aimers were all to Hit 
to tin* site of some fresh monument of engineering 
skill. 

It was a sultry night in May. The villagtTS were 
for the most part sleeping for coolness' sake in tli('ir 
outer verandahs. Tin* l^itel and his family were 
reposing on charjioys in the optm (ourtyard of his 
mansion, Avliili* the ever-wakefnl Purdesi w^as regaling 
himself with the grateful hubble-biililile/' oc('asion- 
ally giving vent to those ineeartlily half-coughs, half- 
yawns, with whi('h these Indian guardians of tin* 
night beguile the tedium of tlun'r watch — win*!!, in 
one of the few silent intervals of the bayyig of the 
village dogs, Sewram, the Pur<lesi, thought la* heard 
a dull muffled thud in tlu*. direction of th(* RateFs 
living-rooms. Laying down his pipe In*. Avent (juietly 
over to that (juarter and put his ear to the plinth. 



140 8EWRAM’ 8 PATIENCE. 

Sure enouglij he hef.rd a regular burrowing noise 
right under the house ! 

Sewram was a very crafty and deliberate fellow. 
He went back to his comer, and, resuming his 
smoke, waited patiently until dawn, when he quietly 
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awoke the Pate] and liis »son. 'J"he three, letting 
tliemselves noiselessly out by the half-door, walked 
steal thi]y<.-round the corner towards Janoo’s hut — 
when, lo and beliold, tAVo of tlie women of that 
worthy's family were visible in the dim distance 
wending their way, apparently heavily laden, down 
towards the watercourse. 
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The Piitel's son (jnietly followe<l them, while the 
l^atel himself and Scwram slipped in hy the open 
door, and, passing into a sort of inner-chamber that 
had been partitioned off, cauglit our friend Janoo 
hnnself just emerging from a large hole in the floor ! 
lie had barely time to shout ^^^hen he was secured, 
and the Patel and Sewi'am sat down screaming with 
laughter, to await the inevitable appearaiK'C of the 
two sons, who were also secui*cd in almost less time 
than it. luis taken to tell tlie story. Meantime, the 
Patel's son returned with the two womim, wliom he 
had seen emptying bags of eartli at different places 
among the [uh'kly j)ear. 

It was ultimatidy dis(*ovcred that the highly- 
respec.table Jjinoo and his faiiiily had ex<*.avated 
a regular miner's gallery from their hut, under 
the lane, and tJie soni(‘Avhat (le(‘,p foundation of 
the Patel's “warra,” into the warra itself. It had 
been <|uite S('i(mtifleally und(u*pinned and shored up 
by timbers belonging to the Ihiblic Works Depart- 
ment ! 

Jdnoo and sons, of course, did the excavating, 
passing the earth from one to the other along the 
gallery, v. hile t\m women carried it away and dispos(‘/l 
of it along thii bank of the watercourse*. Tii the 
daytime the hole was l)oarded over, and flanoo's 
chrapoy placed over it — it was really a beautiful job 
altogether. 

We found that the gallery had pierced as far as 
the Patel’s strong-room, and was fi1)out two feet from 
the surface of the iloor. Another night’s work would 
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have brought it out just under the heavy treasury 
chest, the exact position of which the burglars, of 
course, did not know. It was almost a pity they had 
not been allowed to complete their mining operations, 
for when we moved the chest we found the floor 
already cracked underneath, and chest and all must 
certainly have gone through on the top of the 
workmen beneath. 

Ill the burglars’ hut were found plenty of house- 
breaking tools, and among them a very neat screw- 
bit, nicely oiled (the property of the Sirkar 
Government), quite rea<ly, wlien re([uired, to bore 
holes round the clasps and locks of the Patel’s 
treasure-('hcst. The whole of the highly-resjiectaljle 
lainily were, of course, duly sentenced to long terms 
of imprisonment, l)ut the women were ultimately 
released on their giving us important ijiformation 
regarding other burglaries in distant villages, wliicJi 
J 10100 Naik had directed and carried ou^ in former 
years. 

In point of fact, Master Janoo, following up the 
traditions of his ancestors, had long been the leader 
of a gang of burglarious quarrymen, with ramifica- 
tions all over the country. The old scoundrel quite 
threw’^ off the mask, I may mention, and was very 
proud of the whole affair, albeit its unsuccessful issue. 
He declared that he should never have been smothered 
by the chest falling through, for he had been warned 
by the crumbling of the earth at the head of his 
gallery, and had prepared stout shoring timbers and 
boards (which, indeed, we found in his hut), with 
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which he should have made all safe the very next 
night, guessing that he must be under a chest, and 
had Old}' to go on a few feet and strike upwards to 
find liimself in the middle of the strong-room. 

Neither he nor liis sons would ever peach on any 
of their pals,” l)ut it was afterwards found out that 
otluu’ (piarrymen, outside the village^ wtu’(‘ ac('()in- 
p1i('es, kept ready to lielp to c,arry ofi* t he liooty on 
tlieir pa(h-donke}'s, and then to dis])ers(‘, in different 
dire(^tious into the jungle, where the}’ would liave 
l)uj*ie(l it until oy)])ortnnity ofiercid for its I'emoval. 
But “ therti’s many a. sli[) hwixfc eiip and lip.” 

Th(U‘(‘ is liitl(‘ doubt that burglai's still work, 
tlioiigli in sinalhu* gangs, as they us(mI to do; and 
the construction of the avcu'age ino(h‘rn nativ(‘ dwell- 
ing-liousc in India (Ti'tainly does not t)fier juncti 
in^piMliinent to an (uiteiprising house-br(‘alcer, noi* 
?o*e all watehnjen as faithful or wakeful as Sewrain 
Purdesi, while other seiwants in India, as w(dl as in 
England, are (*,asy to g(‘t at/’ 

Wherev(‘r l)urglaries Imm-ouk) i*if(' it may be safely 
assumed that the polica* of that distri(‘t aj*e supine 
and imdlicdent. Tliese gangs soon have tlieir iiKuisure, 
and will speedily abandon a distrhd- whei‘e the polica' 
are l>e('oiiiing aKh e and on the alert, for one in w]ii(‘h 
tlie Heads of the Police*- aix* (constantly being changvx], 
the men becoming slach, ea-sily (corrupted, or hood- 
winked. 

Tliere is no Ixittcr test of the efticiciKcy of the 
police of any district than the Tuiml)er of burglaries 
in the year, and the number in which the poli(.ce have 
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l)een successful. It beats all the Secretariat analyses 
and averages hollow ; every police officer of ex- 
perience knows how utterly absurd and misleading 
these are. 

There is no reason why a fairly-remunerated police, 
well superintended, should not know every bui'glar 
in an ln<lian district as well as the Metropolitan 
P(Jice know those who arc constantly at work in 
London, and who arc, invariably, sooner or later, 
brought to justice. 
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RIOTS. 

N()TmN(^ strikes the intelli<»cnt fojvii»R tr;i,vellei‘ in 
India more foreihly iJian tlui friendly and peaf‘ea])le 
attitude, of all cjistes and classes t<»\vaj-ds ea,eh ollnu’. 

Your liriiisli “ olohe-t roti<‘i*/’ espi^eially yoiir Parlia- 
iiientai'v visitor, may he set down as of a dilfm’ent 
species altoovithe.r. He professes, it is true, to oo out 
to our Eastern f]m])ii*e to study tin' })eople and th<‘ir 
wants, hut it is really hecause lie tnay he ahlc tlu‘ 
h‘.‘tter to d(‘e]aim at puhlic. meetings, or to deserihe 
them with some ap}u;oa(‘h to accairacy in the pages 
of one or other of the iiun<lrc<l and one Reviews 
that tlood the country, pr(‘pared to publish a,ny 
\ rash, ])rovidcd it hears the signature of some newly- 
returned tourist ; hut his principal aim and object is 
to find fiiult, to ph'Jv holes in tlie Administi*afion, 
I’egarding which his ac<|uaintance is of the ha;ciest. 

His knowledge of the history of our Eastern 
possessions is usually hut a smattering, and h(^ is 
utterly incapalde of apprecaatiiig tlie difficulties wliiclj 
time and infinite patience have overcome. It suffi('es 
him to prime himself liefore he sets out on lus 
journey on tlie suhjec't of the latest grievances air*ed 

L 
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by Congress wire-pullers in London. He even hopes 
that he himself may be able to discoA^er some new 
grievamte on which to expatiate on his retui'n. He 
throws liimself into the arms of the Baboo and 
Brahmin agitators and evil-speakers ; "and having 
gorged on lies during his six weeks' or two months' 
peregrinations, he comes ba(!k convinced “ tliat all 
tlie CovtuTiinents in India have sold themselves to 
the Briricc of Darkness/’ and forthwith poses as an 
authority on any Indian (|uestion of the day, whether 
it ])e the Forest enormities, the tyranny of the Bolice, 
or (as now) the grave perils that thn^aten your 
educational interests/’ 

BVeiKih, German, and Italian travellers are usually 
men of a much higher type. They have alrt‘ady 
studied, and are well posted in the gradual growtli 
of British power ; they perceive the ro('ks that 
have been rciinoved, the shoals that have been 
avoided; and while they are not ])lind to the shoi’t- 
comings of our Indian Atlmiiijstj’ation, tiiey recognise, 
with a cordial admiration, the marvellous results they 
see around them. They frankly testify to the 
patien<'0, prudence, perseverance, ability, and re- 
solution with which, on the whole, the country has 
been, and is being, governed. 

If the note-books of tln^ numerous foreign travellers 
of late A^ars in India ; if the reports of the Foreign 
Gonsuls-General were availalde to us, we should find 
the fullest justice done to the Government, and its 
zealous and earnest servants throughout the land. 
They do not allow themselves to be earwigged by 
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would-be patriot or blatant agitator ; and they 
attach no importani'-e to the lucubrations of the 
N^ative Press, though they marvel at the tolerance 
of the powers that l)e. 'Especially do they j-ecogniso 
the effectual control maintained everywhere by what, 
according to (Continental notions, is the merest 
handful of I’olice and Military. 

A well-known Italian traveller once borrowed from 
me tliat not very entertaining otlicial annual, tJie 
Poli(‘di llejKirt of the Ihunliay Presit l(*ney for the 
previous yea.i*, with tln^ express ohjfH't of hereafter 
])ul>lisliing in his own language tli(‘ statisties of 
(Tiiru' in its relalion i<> aiv^a., ])opulation, rae(.*s, ami 
('ast.(\s. In that puilitailai* year, if J rianembor 
rightly, there had not been a. single riot in tl\e 
wliole Pr(‘siden{ty, and he asked me if such offences 
against the public peace were ])ot se]>ara.tely recorded 
in ('(.mfidential r(‘poits. ‘Mt seems impossible,” h(‘ 
o])served, ‘‘that with smdi an entanglement of creeds 
and ('ast(‘s, then* should not be jierpetual fri<g;ion 
and fre<[uent outbursts of fauatieism.” 1 assured 
him tliat, so far as the Westcin Ihcsidency was con- 
(termal, the great Mutiny of eoursc*, excluded, 1 eould 
eount the tumults in thirty-iivc years on the fingers 
of my two bands, aiid that in all India there Avere 
rarely inoixi than a round dozen in any year, so 
marvellously peaceable and law-abiding is tluj ]iative 
population. 

In almost e\'ery riot Mahomedans ar(» conciujjed, 
and usually they are the aggressors. This is natural 
enough, seeing how intolerant and sensitive their 
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religion is, and how much there must be repugnant 
to its precepts in the daily Hindoo life and 
surroundings. 

It is not surprising that when in certain years a 
noisy Hindoo festival ()C(*urs at the same time as 
a solemn Maliomedan fast, tlie devout followers of 
the Prophet should bo scandalised and finally lose 
patience. The wonder is, that these collisions ar(‘ 
not niuch more (‘ornmoii than they are, and mmh 
moj*e dangej*ous. I am reminded of such an occasion 
in the early Sixties, wlnm, though there was no 
a(*tua] loss of lif(!, there Avas plenty of bloodshed, aiid 
there would ])robabl\^ haw l)(‘en a very serious 
outbreak, but for the a(*cidental pr(^sen^‘e on the spot 
of an energeth' young ( ■iviliaii. 

It AA\as the Maliomedan fast of the Pamzan, and on 
Ihe same night was to b(‘ a. ‘‘ palki,’' or palamjuin 
[U’ocession of some Hindoo diuty in the toAvii of 
Dajijiur. The Mahomedan element Avas strong in 
the town, but there had ncA^er been the least ill- 
feeling lietween Mahomedans and TTindoos lieforts 
and there Avas not the least reason to anti<‘ipate that 
it Avould be excite<l on this particular oca^asion. No 
precaiitions had ever been (amsidered necessary, and 1 
therefore took none, iior had I any reason for leaving 
other important duty to guard against a breach of 
the peace at Dajipur, forty miles from my camp. 

1 AA’as drinking my early tea next morning, when 
the Patel, in a great state of excitement, came uj) to 
my tent, stating that a Mhar messenger had (*ome 
in from a neighbouring village Avith a report that 
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there had been a bloody fight at Dajipur daring the 
night, between the Mahomedans and the Hindoos, 
in which several of the latter, as well as the Foujdar, 
had been killed; that a young Saheb there had 
ordered the Police to fire on the molj, and had shot 
one man after he had himself been severely wounded 
about the liead ; that the Mahomedans wore trying 
to break into the Mamlutdar’s “ Kacheri/' or Office, 
where tlie Raliel) aforesaid was shut up witli the 
Treasury Guards. 

I lost no time, of (*ourse, in starting foj* Dajipur, 

where I found that young I) , recently appointed 

Income- lax Commissioner of the District, was in the 
Kacheri,'" the big gate of wln<t]i laid ]>een fastened 
to kecjp out an ex('ited mob, wlio ca-owded round me, 
eJamouring that tlit‘ Saheb had “'murdered” a man 
whose body lie had got inside. I (‘onfess I imu 

relieved when 1 ) (with his fac'C tied up) let me 

in at the gate, and burst out laughing whcni I asked 
liim where the dead man was. He took me to the 
guard-room, where a strapping Mahomedan was 
s<{uatted, moaning as lie nursed his' bandaged leg, 
lu^ then proceeded to tell the wliolc story while I 
(lis(mssed the excellent ^‘tiffin” he set before me. 

I must here mention that tlie town of Dajipui* is 
built along the bank of what is a tolerably large river 
during the monsoon, tlie bed of which, howevun*, was 
nearly dry at that season. The MamlutdaCs Kacheri 
(or offices — Dajipur is the head<|uarters of a 
“ taluka,” or sub-district) is in an old fort, over the 
gateway of which is a small room in which European 
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District Dfticers in those days usually put up when 
visiting the place on duty. Thi.s fort is on the bank 
opposite to the town, to which tliere is only access 
by a distant Mfdiratta bridge in the monsoon. At 
other seasons it is easily crossed by huge stepping- 
stones laid in the bed of the shallow stream. 

D liad arri\'cd at the town the day before, 

went straight to the gateway room, and worked hard 
at income- ta.\ work till 10 p.m., wlien he went to bed, 
thorfinglily tired out, falling fast asleep, regardless 
of the din of ‘‘tom-toms” and all kinds of native 
music in the town across the river. About eleven 
o’clock he was awakened by a light in his eyes, to 
find the Brahmin Foujdar (or chief constable, as he 
is now called) and some armed Police round his bed. 

In a great state of pej'turbation they besonglit ])ini 
as a Magistrate to come oA cr to the town with them 
to try to (piell a row that had bi'oken out between 
the Hindoos and the Mahomeilan ', in cnnse<|Upnce of 
the former having carried the i)a]an(jm’n of their god 
along the main street past a nioscpie where tlui 

Faithful were at solemn jn'ayer. J ) accordingl}" 

bmlvled on his revolver, took a stick, and, lighted by 
torches, crossed the river bed with all the Police 
available (eight or ten in number), after leaving thi'ee 
men to guard the Treasury. 

The main street of Dajipur is very narrow, and 
there are numerous even narrower passages leading 
down to the riverside. Down one of these passages, 
and about twenty or thirty yards from the main 
street, was a small mosque, but all access to it was 
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I>EEN, BEEN” 1S1 

crowded by excited Moslems, shouting “ Deen, Deen,” 
and striving to smash up the sacred palanquin, wliich, 
liowever, was being stoutly defended by the bearers 
and a few sturdy Mahrattas. The wliole scene was 
dimly lighted by two or three torches, and “ as pretty 

a row going on,” said D , “ as you’d wish to see 

in Ireland.” 

Tlic arrival of tlie I’olici' with a real live Hahcb 

t 

<*au8ed a nioiiicntary lull, of wliidi D aiul. tlu^ 

Foujdar took advantage, l)y driuviiig the Poli('e u|) 
across tlie iiei.'k of tlu^ lane, or jiassage, k^ading down 
to the mosque ; the MalioniedaiiS were thus confiiKMl 
more or less to th(‘ Jane, and separaterl from their 
Hindoo pj'cy in the main str(‘et. The l^)li(‘e fixed] 

liayoiu^ts, and 1) and tlie .Koujdar wtuit down 

tlie lane towards the iuos<iue to a('(‘Ost u leading 
Syed, or lioly man, who was evidiuitly trying to 
keep tlui Moslems (juiet. 

They had siairitely time to utter a few words, 
liowcn er, wlieu the shouts of Deen, .Deen broke 
out ufresli, and a tremendous showxu* of stones came 
from tlie lower and dark end of the lane. Tlie 
Foujdar rei'eived one laj-ge l>ou]der ou the kneecap, 

D had his helmet knocked off, and sevc^ral of 

the .police were hit. They charged down tlie lane 
two or three times very jduckily, hut (*ould not (‘atf*l) 
any of their assailants, and whencA cr they formed up 
again tliey were again pelted mercilessly Avith stones. 

At last tlie Mahomedans summoned up (‘ourage to 
make a determined rush to get through the Polie(> 
line at the Hindoos with the palancjuin (these 
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worthies, by the way, never tried to lielp their 
defenders) ; they eliarged )*ight. up to the bayonets, 
only retreating when two or three of them received 

slight liesh wounds. J) shouted to the Poli(*e 

to fire blank ('artridge (strictly in accordance with 
the standing orders of the recent trouldous times). 
A A'(dl(iy was fired, but Avith no other result than to 
infuriate the mol), some of Avhom nearly succeeded in 

wresting muskets from the Police, while 1 ) was 

stru(tk oA^er the jaAv by a (Oul), and stunned for the 
moment. Pulling himself together, liowevei*, he 
tried to seize a rioter in front of him, when several 
others turned back AAitli uplifted clul>s ; he then 
drew his revolver, and, aiming low, fired two shots 
into the “browm of theni,^' diopping on(‘ man, who, 
however, was immediately lifted uj) and canfed dow'u 
a dark ])assage. The Police rushed to his side, am I 

1) then gave the vA^ord to load with l>all, which 

was done ; but the rioters were already cowed, and 
(contented thewiselA^es Avith throwing stones and 
yelling at intervals as they gradually dispersed along 
tlie ri\'er hed and in the neighbouring lanes and 
passages. 

J) -ind the h\)ujdar, nastily Inaiised as he Avas, 

stayed until the Hindoos had carried off their 
})alam]um, and the toAAm seemed (juite deserted, Avhen 
they returned to the Kacheri .Fort, and the three 
Poli(‘C on guard 0 Aa?i* the 'Freasury were despatched 
to the nearest posts for further assistaric'e, wdiicdi 
arrived at daybreak. 

The Foujdar and the Police with 1) had 
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recognised many of tlieir assailants and otliei* rioters, 
hut, of course, tliese gentlemen were not to be found 

next day. In the meantime D w as very anxious 

to find the man he had dropped, but nothing was 
lieard of him till just before I arrived, wlieii the 
guard at the Fort Gtitc reported that a small (U'owd 
was crossing the river, and that they (*arri(Ml a mmi 
on a litter. , 

Arrangements were at'cordingly made, so tliat 
directly the litter and bearers were witiiin the 
gateway^^it was promptly shut and seemred ; and 

there, sure enough, was 1) ’s \'ictim, who was 

deelaied )>}■ tlit^ excited friends and j“(‘latives who 
carried him to at the point of deatli ; in fact, said 
they, have come to lodge, inlbrmation against 

the Sahel) there, who is liis luui'derer.’’ I ) seeing 

the fellow was not mu(*h hurt, insisted on seeing 
the wound, which proved to he a ilesh wound in the 
('alf of the leg, the bullet (a small one) liaviiig run 
round the hone and being plainly visihJt*. on the 
surlac'C near the sliin. 

]) tried to persuade the man to have a 

ligature tied above and below, and let the barber 
make an incision through whicli the bullet would fly 
out ; but Jieither he nor liis relatives would allow it, 

tlie latter insisting that he would soon die. J > 

at last told his friends he sh<.)uld keep the man 
prisoner until an escort (tould be ])ro\uded to tak(* 
liim to the nearest (‘ivil lu)spital (some lift}^ miles 
off) — he had just turned the i*elatives out of tlie 
Fort when 1 appeared on the s(^ene. 
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I sent the wounded man off next day, tlie hullet 
was easily extracted, and he was well enough in a 
f(‘W days to take his plac.e among forty-two out of 
nearly one hundred and fifty aecuscd, about whose 
identification tlierc could be no doubt. They were 
in due eoiu’se. convicted before the District Magis- 
trate, who sentenced tliein to a year’s hard labour 
a-piece and three hundred rupees fine, or, in default, 
three months moi'e. 

I may mention that D — — , besides several 
severe contusions on the head and Ixaly, had all 
tlie back teeth on one side of his face broken, 
while the Foujdai' was hors de comhat for some 
months, and several of the J’olice, and about a 
dozen IIindo()S, wei’c a good dcid knocked about b\' 
stones. 

In compliance with special orders issued towards 
the end of the days of the Mutiny, and not then 

cancelled, D and I made special reports of what 

laid occuri'ed direct to lire Private Secretary to the 
Governor. In due (iourse 1) was officially^ in- 

formed that, while his E.xcollency the Governor in 
t.’ouncil was of opinion that tlie use of firearms was 
absolutely necessary and justifiable on this occasion, 

his Excelleuey regretted that IMr. D “ should 

have emulated the Police ! ” How D did swear 

on receh'ing this wigging, and how I did laugh at 

him 1 Certain it is that if D had not dropped 

that man just when lie did, and sliown that he meant 
busine.ss afterwards, there would have been a very 
serious tumult, in whiidi, in all probability, 1) 
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and several Police and Hindoos would have lost 
their lives. 

Most Poli(‘-e (Officers of experience will, 1 fuiK-y, 
agree with nu^ tliat, under any circumstances and 
with any mol), firing blank (cartridge is uticjly 
useless; with aii excited Maliomedan nioh, already 
arrived at tlie “ Dcen, Deen ’’ stage, it is woj'se 
than useless, for the rioters do not in. the le<‘\st 
comprehend this Avay of i*eading tl)(^ Kiot Act, and 
only faiKty you are afraid to use hall.* A Hindoo 
nioh in oi'dinary times can he safely tackled with 
slicks, hut a Mussuliuan mob is always dangerous, 
and when it ('onies to l)eeiK Deen,'’ sharp and 
decisive action is im|)eratively needed, and you 
should aim low and let diive into the ‘‘ brown of 
them.” 

ddierii are exareptions, how(*v(w, to every ruh?, and 
the so-('alled Proach Kiots on the, 22nd November, 
1885, furnished a proof that other than Mahomedan 
mobs ('an sometimes l>c very dangerous. 

The first report of what had ha]>pened was to the 
(jffec^t that an ascetic Talavia, having failed to obtain 
a site for a temple whi(‘h it is alleged had been 
promised to his ]>eo 2 )le, wau]t with a mob to tht^ 
Colle(.'tor’s bungalow^ to obtain redress. On their way 
they met Mr. Pj’es('f>tt, the Police Su|)erintendent, 
stoj:)jj(d his dog-(iart, and beat him so severed)^ about 
the head with sticks that he di(*d in a couj)le of hours. 

Ex(‘ited by the sight of the blood they had shed, 

* The use of blank cartridge has been prohibited by thi^ 
(Jovernment of India since the above was written. 
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and the [Strength of their force having been increased 
by fresh arrivals, they next attacked the police 
“ chowkies,” and, obtaining arms, Avent oflf to loot 
the Bank, where they were repulsed. In the mean- 
time, the Police collected and followed them up, and 
a fight ensued, in the course of which four of the 
Poli(;e were Avouiided and fiA'e <.)f the rioters were 
shot. dead. 

This is the substance of what was first telegraphed 
to Bombay ; l>ut it came out at the trial of many 
TalaA ■ias suliscfjviently aj*rcstecl, tliat, as a matter of 
fact, the leaders of tliese liniatubs actually contem- 
plated a rehellioij against the Ihitish Kaj, and liad 
for many days assenililed I heir followers, and delilie- 
rately planned an outbreak which was prematureh' 
brought to a head liy theii* unexpected meeting with 
poor Mr. Pres(‘ott. 

The lesson to be learnt from this lamentable case 
is, that gatherings of ignorant and fanati *al se(.‘ts or 
tribes or (tastes, for howevcj* secnningly liarniless 
purposes, should not be permitted anywhere, undei* 
any c i rc' um stances. 

As to the disputes so <r.ommon at the Mohurrum, 
regarding the ('ustoniary rights of processionists, the 
best, if not the only way to deal with them, when a 
breach of the peace seems probiible, is for the autho- 
rities to do as Sir Barrow Ellis always did when 
he was an Assistant Colle(*tor and Magistrate — to 
prohibit them altogether, until both parties appear 
together and foianally declare that they have 
amicably settled tlieii.* differences. 
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Jt is tlie fuiKttiou of the Madstracv to tsike these 
T‘ea8onal)]c precautions ; and the less Police Officers 
inquire into the merits of disputes, or attempt to 
decide upon the riglits of the parties, the better for 
nil concern ed. When an unforeseen collision occurs, 
the establishment of a. punitiv^e post is the best 
remedy against its recurrence ; but it is a remedy 
that is apt to boar harshly on c<)mparati\'oly inno(*ent 
[K'rsons, and ought not to be adopted without miK'li 
I ) re ^ ’ i o u s c o u si d( U'a t i o n . 

Mosh Police OHicers wdil agree with mo in (*ordially 
aeknowl(M!g;iug; the assistaiK'O th(\y always rorrive 
from the loadtu's of The Mahojmahin coinnmnity in 
all endeavours to (‘hbet an aiui('a()h‘ settlement of 
difforojjces, whelhor among their ('o-ndigionists or 
betweiui them and otlier dis])utauts. 

Notk.-— S iu(te this ctrajilor was writU'ii tin* (%)Av-lliots 

liave ecciuTf^cl in viiriouH parts el’ India, riotsitly in Bombay. 
Lord bansdowiats a-lliisiojis to tlnun in oiu* of his latest pnhlict 
spi‘tM*li(*s at Calcutta, ar(‘ very lunch to the ]>oint. 

His liordslii]) said : “I should not ]>c doing iny duty if I did 
not refer to another symptom, wln'cli sciaiis to ilie to he alarming 
and to (k'Scr\'o onr earnest attention. I 7*(;fei* to the in(;reased 
bitterness of feeling manifested hcUY(‘eii the two great religious 
denominations. The policy of the (Jovernment of India in these*, 
matters has heon one of strict neutrality and of symjiatliy with 
that side, whether it he Hindoo or Mahomedun, whiedi dejsires to 
observe its customary ritual, and ex])ects to be allowed to do so 
in peace. I have lately spoken at length upon this snhj(*ct, and 
I will not pursue it now. The whole question has In'eii very 
thoroughly examined, and our mature conclusions will he; sub- 
mitted to my successor. I feel sure that nothing will he done 
rashly or under the influence of panic?. I should strongly dejire- 
cate any extensive or radical changes in the law, until it has been 
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demonstrated that tlie existing law is powerless to deal with 
tliese evils. I would intiTiitcly 2)refcr to relj upon the good 
sense and moderation of the people themselves an<l upon vigorous 
and determined executive action based upon the law as it now 
exists, than u])OJi special legislation ; and I am not without hopes 
that botli sides have now realised the folly of tlieir conduct, 
and will join us in discouraging similar exhiliitions of sectional 
liatn^d and lawlessness.” 
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(IHAPTER XVI. 

I^^OTIKST KOBBKiaKS. 

1 A.M one of tliosc who have always felt the <le(‘|)(‘,st 
.sympathy for the earnest, zealon.s, hanhworking 
Forest Departnuait. Forest Oili<‘e]'s ]ia\'(‘ alway.s 
])een among tin* Ix^st almsed of ohieials. Even the 
roli(*e ha\ e not liad su<'h hard nu‘asurc dealt out to 
them hy the ])u1>li(‘. at large, w]iil(‘ tli('ir trcuitment 
by the (.Toveriinuait they server so admirably has 
been ('aprhaons, nnjusts and unreasonable to a 
degree. 

Tliere are probably not many men now in India 
who rememl)er the good old times when the f(>r(\sts, 
lik(,‘ a good many other matters — salt, excuse, and 
(wen customs — were left a good deal to (‘hantie ; when 

iiombay Castle” possessed ])ut the foggiest know- 
ledge of the previse positiojj of tlio N'alnable proj^xuties 
b(‘longing to the State, and (certainly had no accurate 
register of them ; when the idea of conservaition, still 
less of afforestation for the heiiefft of posterity, never 
entered the brain of Chief Secretary, Keveniie (Jom- 
niissioner, or (.'ollector ; when, so long as sufficient 
timber was sent up to the llomljay Doc'kyard, 
and enough money scTaped togethei* spnsmcKlictally 
to nearly cover the scanty pay of one or two 
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Conservators, and a few (a very few) clerks and 
peons, " His Excellency the Governor in Council ” 
was perfectly satisfied, and was content to pigeon- 
hole with calm indifference the valuable reports, full 
f)f earnest warnings, teeming with practical sugges- 
tions, annually submitted by able men like “ Daddy 
Gibson” and Dalzell. 

“ The world went very well then ” for those who 
needed wood for any purpose. Did an energetic 
(bllector or Assistant-Collector want timber for a 
school or a dluuni-.salla (rest-house), he simply 
ordered the Mamlntdar (Head Revenue and Magis- 
terial Officer of a sub-district) to send out and have 
it cut. Did an officer of the Roads and Tanks 
I )cpnrtnicnt want charcoal, he .sent i)is men out and 
hacke<l and burnt and wasted as he cliose. Did a 
villager, from the Ratel downwards, want wood for 
any f)ur[(os('. he .simply helped hirn.'iclf, while (imber- 
merchauts and boat-lmilders with perfect impunity 
pillaged light and left, and the forest tiibes gradually 
denuded the hillsides around large towns, living 
by the sale of firewood, which co,st them nothing but 
the labour of felling and taking away. The actual 
loss to the State by this reckless waste, in the first 
thirty-five years after the downfall of the Peishwa, 
must have been many crores of rupees, but it is but 
a fraction of the loss to the present generation of 
the people at large, as .sensible men among them 
now perceive. 

I’his sinful waste went on till the early Fifties, 
when the administration throughout India began to 
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« ntertain some glimmering of the vast importance of 
forest conservation in the future. But the first 
remedial steps had hardly been taken when the 
country was convulsed by the Mutiny and Rebellion, 
and reforms in this and many another important 
direction had, perforce, to be laid aside till (juieter 
times, so that it was not really till aliout 1868 , 
if I remember aright, that a Forest Department 
was regularly organised, even then it was very 
indifferently erpiipped. 

Meantime enormous mischief had been 2)repare(l 
foj* the future in the widesjircad growth of u Ixdief 
among tin* peojdo that t]n\y posscss<‘,d, or liad 
acquired, prescriptive rights to devastate tin* forests 
at their own sweet will. Restihdions, Iiowever 
reasonalOe and just, were regarde<l as '' zoolura,” 
s])oliation, or the mere exeridsc of arbitrary ])owor. 
This dangerous feeling especially ]> redominated in 
the Bombay Bresidency, and in th(^ country all 
arouml the Presidency city ; for, what with the 
marvtdlous impetus given to trade in the early 
Sixties, what with the introdinttiori of Vehar water, 
the population of Bombay laid nearly doubled, and 
with it the demand for fuel 

Thousands of men, mostly sturdy Ghattis,''* had 
gradually formed into Inindreds of gangs felling 
firewood wherever it could be found wdtliin paying 
distance of the city, to which it was transported 
by rail, carts, and native loats. MTiile yet urn 

* Marattas from along the Gliuuts, or Syhildri Kange of 
^louii tains* 


M 
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prepared and insufficiently manned, the unfortunate 
T'orest Department, now incessantly called upon by 
(Government to show good financial results, had to 
(ioml)at combination after combination, to check 
petty thieving as well as to repress wholesahi 
orgajiised robbery, at the same time to prevent 
clamour, and to see that the city was fully sup- 
pli(;d with fuel at a reasonalde rate. How devotedly 
the Department worked, how well on the whole it 
succeeded, must l>e fresh in the recollection of all old 
Bombay residents. Indifferent to the abuse showered 
on it from all sides, not discouraged by the niggard- 
liness and the (*ontradictory orders from time to 
time issued from the Secrefiiriat, the heads of the 
Department gradually systematised the supply to 
Bombay, arranged for block-felling by rotation and 
supervised the felling by their own officers. 

It was about this time .some seventeen years ago, 
that the following remarkabie case o(;curr'’d. It will, 
in all likelihood, be remembered by sundry and 
various officials in the We.stern Presidency, notwith- 
standing the care that will be taken here to conceal 
names and localities. I was not myself in any way 
officially connected with it, but I was favoured by a 
brother “peeler” with a perusal of his notes, from 
which I took some of my own sufficient to enable me 
to give an outline of the main facts. 

Great pressure was at the time being brought to 
bear on the Forest Officer of a district not far from 
Bombay to raise an extra amount of revenue to 
cover the cost of certain much-needed supplementary 
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establishments whi(;li Government had with much 
difficulty been induced to sanction. He was there- 
fore driven to fell more firewood jungle than usual, 
which necessitated the employment of contractors 
instead of felling departmentally. These contractors 
were, I wcdl remember, restricted to cutting the com- 
monei- kinds of fuel trees, the l)etter or building 
timbers, such as “ Teak,” “ Ain,” “ Kinjal,” being 
expressly excepted by the terms (jf the contract. 
The (.contractors bound themselves to fell so many 

thousand “ (candiecs ” about 688 lbs. — of wood in 

certain spocifitsl jungles, to remove it al'tej’ cutting 
it into billets, to certain convenient depots outside 
the forests, and then to buy it at a certain rate per 
“ candy,” with permission to lemovcc it by pack- 
bullocjks or by tidal creeks to the nearest railway 
station, or to the city of Bombay itself. 

With efficient supervision over the axe-men and 
common honesty at the dope'ets, the contracts, though 
loosely worded, might have worked fairly well, 
saving the Department enormous labour, and in a 
rough and ready way netting a fair return. But 
the supervision unfortunately, could not be efficient, 
and this from no fault or want of energy on the jmrt 
of superior Poorest (Officials. Besides routine office 
duties, and having to travel over an immense area 
of rugged country, the unfortunate Assistant Con- 
servator was in those days expected to do something 
towards forest demarcation, a duty which in itself 
takes up the whole time of any hard-working man. 
lie could not be in two places at once, and was 

M 2 
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compelled to rely on his subordinates, depot-keepers, 
and the like. Once these gentry became the tools of 
the. contractors, any amount of depredation could be 
carried cn with impunity, almost without the least 
risk of discovery ; and that was what happened on 
this oc.c,asion. 

The contractors were simply some twenty stal- 
wart “ tihattis,” every one of whom for years 
past, and their fathers before them, had exploited 
forest lands for the supply of Boml)ay. The 
“Company” — “Ballaji Chsitti and Co.,” as they 
called themselves — had very little money of their 
own, probably not more than two to five hundred 
rupees a-piece, except Ballaji, who having a thousand 
to contribute to the capital, and being moreover a 
man of exceptional energy and force of (tliaracter, 
was naturally the chief manager oi‘ director. 
Ballaji’s and his brother’s share in the venture was, 
I think, eight annas in the rupee. It was he who 
did the financing ; it was his brother who kept the 
IxJoks ; the other members of the so-called (Company 
were merely working gangers or muccudums, with 
half-anna, quarter-anna, f>r pie shares in the profits 
in proportion to the amount of capital they each 
brought in. 

Cf course the Company had backers in Bombay ; 
for a big contract like this, likely to run for two or 
three years, requires considerable capital to start and 
carry on with until the wood can reach the market 
and be sold. Several mf)nth8 must elapse before 
wood cut in the jungles during the monsoon is oven 
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fit for sale. Meantime axe-men and labourers have 
to be paid. “ Brinjaris ” (Indian gypsies, or men 
with droves of pack-bulloeks) have to be given 
advances at the outset and kept paid from month 
to month, wliile their droves of pack-bullocks toil 
dustily and wearily bairkwards and foiwards, from 
jungle to depot, removing the logs ; eartmcui or 
boatmen, or (as in this instance) both, have to Ije 
paid cash down foi- all the wood transported to 
Bombay. 

Ballaji Ohatti and (lo.’s backers were wealthy 
wood dealei'S at (.hrnac Bunder; who when Ballaji 
had s(,“ciired this eoiiB’act, were (juite ready and 
able to advance the ( 'ompauy all moneys j*e(juired, 
on a stamj)ed agreemetit that all the wood w’orked by 
it should 1)6 consigiK'd or sent to them at Carnac 
Bunder. I’hc backers, whom 1 will call llaji Ladak 
and Co., had also power under the deed to inspect 
Ballaji’s books, and if necessary, even to overlook 
the operations up-country. 

I’hus amply provided with (;a])ital, Ballaji Chatti 
and (Jo. set merrily to work, felling an immense 
supply of fuel ready for removal aftei- the monsoon. 
It was a very easy matter to corrupt the dcj)6t- 
keepers and the few rangers concerned. Regular 
pay, perhaps twice as much as the pittance paid to 
them by the Government, secured their hearty co- 
operation ill the extensive frauds that followed. The 
depot-keepers simply had to shut their eyes, let as 
much wood as Ballaji and Cb. chose to bring down 
pass through and out of the dep6t, being careful only 
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to keep their books in tally with the dummy set of 
books kept by the firm to show to the “ Assistant 
Saheb,” or any one desirous of learning what progress 
was being made under the contract. 

The film’s real books, of course, corresponded as to 
consignments and advances with those of the < on- 
signees and backers, Haji Ladak and Co., which, I 
may mention in passing, were as truly and honestly 
kept as those of any large firm in Bombay. 

The forest ranger had merely to hold his tongue 
and ignore the felling of teak and other timber 
excluded from the contract. If tlic “ Baheb ” hap- 
pened to come along — there was always ample warn- 
ing — for a day or tw(j few j)ack-bul]ocks would be. 
seen about, and the sound of the axe would scarcely 
be heard on the hill-sides. The villagers round about, 
liberally supplied by Ballaji with brushwood and 
such occasional piec^es of timlier as they required, did 
not peach and all went happily as a marriage-bell. 

Ballaji Ghatti and Co. were coining money by thou- 
sands monthly ; believing they were quite safe, they 
extended their operations and boldly stacked great 
wood piles at any spot convenient for removal, espe- 
cially on the banks of certain small tidal (treeklets 
navigable by small native ci-aft. It was, I believe, 
ascertained subsequently that Government was robbed 
under this contract to the tune of nearly two lakhs 
of rupees in about three years, and the depredations 
' would probably never have been checked had not an 
exceptionally sharp Parsi inspector of police been 
appointed to the district. 
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Ruttonjee, now dead some years, used to be called 
by his European superiors Inspector “Bucket,”* so 
much did he remind them in manner and appear- 
ance of that plausible detective. It was ^ not long 
before he smelt a rat, and set himself to work to 
ferret out all the details of the plot. He first easily 
ingratiated himself with Ballaji and Co., wormed all 
ho could out of them, got a sight of the contravt. 
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and] plied some of the “Ohatti” partners with 
Hijuor on every possible occasion, when they let 
out the secret of the double sets of books, and 
boasted freely of their gains, doing to Bombay 
he scraped acquaintance through mutual friends 
* Charles Dickens’s ‘ Uleak House.’ 
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with Hfiji Ladak and Co., and thoroughly satisfied 
himself that he was in for a “ real good thing ; ” 
then, making some police pretence for passing a few 
days ill o,ne of the jungles being felled, he saw with 
his own eyes two immense stacks of wood of all 
kinds ready for removal. 

Ilis next step was to take the opportunity of the 
Police Superintendent dining one niglit quietly with 
the. C^)IIcetor and District IMagistrate to wait upon 
them anil divulge the conspiracy. These gentlemen, 
in the alisem-e of the Assistant (.-onservator of Forests 
{who was too far ofl'), determined to strike at once. 
By^ the following evening all the forest depots 
where Ballaji and Co. were working, all the great 
wood piles in the jungles and most of the books, 
were in the charge of the Police. 

Unfortunately, Ballaji, who had the true books 
of the firm over in Bombay, somehow received 
intelligence in time to enalde him to secrete them, 
so that they were not found till after the trial. 
The District Magistrate undertook the investiga- 
tion himself, liuttoujec prosecuting ; in due course 
Ballaji, his brother, and I think a dozen more 
“ Ghattis,” signatories to the C'ompany’s deed of 
partnership, who had been actively engaged in super- 
vising operations in the forests, were committed for 
trial to the Sessions, on charges of stealing teak and 
other valuable timbers, besides the huge wood piles 
found in the jungles. 

The Crown was represented at the trial by an 
English barrister of high standing, and also one of 
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the leading native pleaders of the High Court. The 
case seemed simple enough ; the contract permitted 
the accused to fell and remove a certain quantity 
of fuel wood ; but Haji Ijadak’s evhlence. and the 
t>ooks of his firm show'ed that the accused had 
already delivered in Bombay and received credit for 
about twenty times as much as the stipulated 
(juantity, besides that they were in possession of half 
as much more stacked in the, jungles. 

The contract forbade the accused in <'ut teak and 
other s])ecified building timl)crs, but it was proved 
tbar they liad uevertlicless fe.lled s\ii h timber, trans- 
ported it to Bombay and sold it, l)esides slacking 
much moi-e readv for removal. 

For the defence, which was conducted by two 
astute native pleaders, it was contended that a 
criminal charge could not lie: that the Govern- 
ment remedy, if any existed, was a suit for damages 
for breach of contract. The false or dummy books 
of Ballaji Ghatti and Vo., and the several depot- 
keepers’ books above mentioned, were' relied upon as 
proving that the Gompany had not felled or removed 
more than they were entitled to under the contract ; 
it was further contended that the excess shown in 
Haji Ladak’s books was purchased in the course of 
trade from various other parties ; that the wood piles 
found in the jungles were not actually found in the 
possession of the accused, but must have been stored 
by some other persons unknowm. 

The Judge decided that under any circumstances 
the charge of theft would not apply, and the 
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accused were acquitted. On this, Goveniment ap- 
pealed to the High Court, against the acquittal, 
so far as Ballaji and his brother were concerned, the 
accomplices not being considered worth the trouble. 
An appeal against an acquittal is no common oc- 
currence. A Full Court of the Honourable Judges, 
after a patient hearing, reversed the acquittal, found 
these two men guilty, and passed a moderate 
sentence. 

I am afraid that, in the above sketch of the case 
from memory, T may have omitted several points, 
especially some of a legal nature; but my object has 
been rather to show how the State used to be 
defrau<lcd in forest matters, how serious were the 
r>bstacles which opposed the strenuous e.'tertions of 
tlic dei)artment in the earlier days of its oi-gani- 
sation, than to describe accurately the details of a 
trial which attracted considerable attention at the 
time. It can easily be selectial by the cuiious from 
among the reported cases of the High Court of 
Judicature of about 1875 - 70 . 

As time has gone on the Government has become 
juster and more lil)eral in its grants towards a most 
important department, its organi.sation has steadily 
improved, excellent checks on fraud and depredation 
have been put in force, and such conspiracies as that 
of Ballaji Ghatti and Co. have become well-nigh 
impossible. 

The se(|uel to the case is well worth telling. 

“ Inspector Bucket ” was excessively annoyed at the 
“Ghattis ” having been enabled to get their real books 
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out of the way, and he vowed that he would nevet 
rest until he traced them. It was not, however, 
till several months had elapsed that, obtaining a 
clue, he actually unearthed them in the house of a 
relative of Ballaji ; proceedings were thereupon insti- 
tuted against (certain members of the old Company 
for producing the fictitious books in evideni e at the 
Sessions trial, of whom in the result two or three 
more were convicted and sentenced. 

Poor Ruttonjce would undoubtedly l)aAU‘. risen to 
the liigliest grades in the Police Service, but that 
his eyesight totally failed him wljeu he had reached 
the Inspec-tor g)*ade ; not having servc^l sutliideiitly 
long for a. pension, I fear, he <lied in very poor 
circumstanc'cs. 
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CIIAITER XVJl. 

THK PRKl>ATORY T1!1]!E8. 

EvKiiY one serving in India in tlie early “ Fifties ” 
must retain a vivid rceolleetion of tlie kind of lull 
thsit then prevailed throughout the length and 
breadth of the land — the lull l)efore the stonu. 

It was in those days that the C’ourt of Directors 
lirst bethought themselves of making some general 
and sustained effort to suppress crime ; the Indian 
Governments were urged to improve the organisa- 
tion of the Police, to trace out the swarms of 
thieves who infested the country, who, not only 
by their own j)redatory habits, but by reason of their 
close connection with “ Thugs,” “ dacoits,” cfittle- 
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lifters, and poisoners, rendered tlie detection and 
suppression of more serious crimes well-nigh im- 
possible. 

The Thuggee Suppression Department of the 
GoA^ernment of India was naturally employed in a 
systematic inA’^estigation of the habits, customs, and 
mode of operation of the hundred-and-oiie predatory 
castes and tribes scattered throughout the DeAcan 
and the (Jarnatic. (Japtiiin (now General) Herve^y, an 
experienced officer of the department in tlje Soutliern 
Mahratta Country, Avith the aid of TJiug approvers, 
devoted sojue years of j)atienl labour to the (Jassifi- 
cation of Bamptias. Ooehlias, Kaikaris, Katkaris, 
AA^adars, Beldars, liesides a host of musicians, jugglers, 
mummers, and a(*rol)ats, all of Avjiom pre>HMl upon 
hapless villagers, some oj-xuily, some undei* the 
cloak of an ostensible o('cupation. TIis I’cport, 
so far as I am aware, has been the only textd)ook 
or Avork of reference for nearly forty years, and 
he has done Avell to pu))lish a ncAv book in the 
past year. 

Although these tribes arc fast- dwindling away, or 
being absorbed in the laboining population, and they 
are no longer the sc*-ourge to the country they used to 
be, or because of police viligance are now compara- 
tively harmless, theii* organisations remain, tlteir old 
traditions are religiously preserved, it is <juite 
certain that if circumstances again favoured their 
operations, they would again give an infinity of 
tr(.)uble to the authorities. General Ilcrvey's work 
should, therefore, be found in the official library of 
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every District Magistrate and Police officer in the 
Western and Southern Presidencies. 

Veriest dregs of the population as they are, they 
attracted little special notice during disturbed times 
anterior to British rule ; they were merged in the 
swarms of camp-followers and hangers-on to every 
native anny, to every Pindari horde, or considerable 
band of marauders, and as the country settled 
down, they crystallised as it were, into small 
bands and gangs, and spread far and wide among 
the villages. 

Vast numbers of them, such as the Wadars (earth- 
Wf)rkers), Beldars ((luarrymen), lime and charcoal- 
burners, basket-makers, have been more or less 
permanently al)sorbcd into the great body of migra- 
tory labour required for the construction of roads 
and railways, canals and tanks, during the past 
thirty }r'.ars. 

Thousands upon thousands of them were swept off 
by famine and cholera between I87G and 1880. 
Comparati^'ely few gangs still remain to wander 
about the. Deccan, and there is n()w little or nothing 
in their appearance or hal)its to distinguish one tribe 
from another. The malodorous but somewhat 
picturestjue procession of old crones, bold-faced 
slatternly girls, and nearly-nakcd urchins occasion- 
ally encountered on the road, with its drove of 
donkeys and buffaloes heavily laden with mats and 
hut-poles, on which are perched a few dissipated- 
looking fowls, may belong to any tribe. They 
eat any garbage — land-crabs, field rats, village pigs. 
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or what not. Tliey all drink like fishes when they 
get a chance, hut yet one tribe will not eat, or drink, 
or internnirry with another, so scrupulously are caste 
distiuetioiis observed among them. 

They frecpient every fair and jattra {pilgrimage), 
where they annex ev('iy portable thing they can lay 
their haiuls upon, pilfer from every shop-keeper’s 
Stoll, and finally decamp at night with goats, or 
sheej) which they promj)tly eat, or with a few head 
of cattle, which some of the men drive rapidly 
ofi’ to a distant towui and sell for anything they 
will fet'-h. On their w'ay from fair to fair, from 
“jattra” to “jattra,” they will sometimes sijuat for 
a few weeks togetli(U‘ on the outskirts of some town 
or village w'here any building ojierations are in 
progi'ess, and they get fairly well jraid for fetching 
sand, or earth, or chunan (lime) with their long- 
suffering donkeys. 

Neither these poor beasts noi- the l)uffaloes are 
ever fed. The day’s work or the day’s march over, 
they are simply turned loose to forage for themselves 
in the crops if they arc standing, in the stackyards 
or around the threshing-floors if the harvest is over. 
The villagers well know that it is hopeless to attempt 
to catch the cunning beasts at night, for some 
time they patiently tolerate the nuisance, l:mt the 
usual ending is a free fight, when the Ryots, 
exasperated beyond endurance, turn out some 
morning and drive their rascally visitors beyond the 
village limits. 

I remember witnessing an affair of this kind some 
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years ago, wWeli gave me a fair idea of the omui- 
vorou’s dishonesty of these wandering rogiies. It 
was ’'‘^eaily * dawn, accompanied by a couple of 
sowafs (mounted poli<^)f, I was on my way to inspect 
a polJ,ce post, at some, distance from my camp. As 
we Avere passing a small walled village' that stood 
back from the road, shouts and screams broke the 
sil«ice. galloping towards the village we came upon 
;in encampment of Khaikaris (ostensibly basket- 
makers), in which, amid a cloudy of dust, sf)me 
twenty sturdy Mahrattas, armed with sticks, were 
demolishing the filthy mat liovels and freely be- 
labouring the male occupants. 

The shrill slirieks of the women, the yelping 
of curs, the imprecations of the combatants, the 
ilonkeys and cattle rusliing wildly about in the 
middle, made up as pretty a .scrimmage as has ever 
lieen witnessed outside ]>onnybrook. The nne.x- 
])e<-ted appeavam.-e of a “ Saheb " oij the scone, 
perhaps a, few (-racks from my horsewhip, prodnc.ed 
a momentiiry calm, and then a crowd of Khaikari 
women i-nshed forward, beating their l).vefists, vocifer- 
ating and i)oiuting to a female lying apparently 
senseless near. 

Dismounting to see what was the macter with her, 
and giving my horse to a sowar to hold, that worthy 
told me, with a broad grin, that the woman was only 
shamming, and that he had seen her cast herself down 
on the ground as we rode up. 

However, as she persisted in feigning to be dead, I 
ordered a “ e.hatty ” of cold water to be brought, and 
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myself drenched her with' the eoatenits. Needless to 
say the effect was magieal. The crorie jumped up, 
and proceeded to curse nie *volubly by «dl her gods j 
amid roars of laughter from the assembled villagers. 

Putting a cordon of Mhars (village watchmen) 
round the encampment, I held a rough-and-ready 
inquiry. It was the old story. The gang had 
arrived about a week Irefore from Pundeipoor, 
pitched their camp without permission, and refused 
to budge when ordered by the Patel. I’heir ))east8 
liad been turned loose every night to graze their fill 
in the standing wheat ; (?alves and goats had dis- 
appeared ; houses an<l shops had been robbed right 
and left ; and last, but not least, the behaviour of 
the younger Khaikari women had been scandalously 
indecent, so the incensed village elders had deter- 
mined at last to rid themselves forcibly of their 
unwelcome visitors. 

Gravely reproving them (as in duty bound) for 
luiving taken the Jaw into their own hands, Imt 
secret ly in my own heart, approving what 'they had 
done, I proceeded to have the lints and every member 
of the gang of Khaikaris thoroughly searchred. Never 
was such a wonderful collection of spoil found ! 
Home half-dozen pieces of well-woixi silver jcwellcjy, 
several bundles of brand-new brass ornaments, ear 
and nose rings, bangles and necklaces, buruthes of 
coloured beads, several ]|ttle circular folding- 
mirrors, new tin pots, plates, pans, new and old 
copper and brass lotahs, coils of new ro 2 )e and 
lialls of string, embroidered skull-caps, women's 
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brass back-combs, breast cloths, “ saris,” or petti- 
coats, new “ Dlioturs,” pieces of cotton (^lotli and 
sandals “kumblis” (blankets), tied in the middle 
and with grain and pulse of all kinds. Besides 
all this miscellaneous “ loot,” the men had some fifty 
rupees in cash concealed about their persons. It was 
plain enough that the gang had had a real good time 
at Punderpoor. 

Some few articles being identified by the villagers, 
I sent the whole gang l)ack io the Punderpoor Native 
Magistrate, who^ ultimately convicted about half of 
them. I was not surprised to learn six montlis 
afterwards, that the stackyard of this particulai’ 
village had been fired and grievous loss inflicted on 
the unhappy ryots (eultivatoi-s). Of course this was 
a. piece of revenge perpetrated by some members of 
the gang, who probably travelled many miles for 
tlie purpos(^. These rogues always manage to pay 
out any village that may have oft’ended t iCm, whicli 
is doublhsss one of the reasons the}" are tolerated 
so patiently. Moreover their old women are credited 
with the evil eye, and believed to practise witchcraft 
extensively. 

It is a very difficult problem to know how’ to deal 
with these w’andering rogues ; they do not mind 
being “ moved on,” for they are always more or less 
on the move, they are quite indifierent where they go, 
so long as they can manage to get to the next 
“jattra,” wherever it may be. The police are not 
numerous enough to follow them up, the people 
rarely lodge a complaint against them for the 
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reasons above given, thus there are no spe(*ifie 
grounds for interfering with them. 

There are other predatory tribes, not migratory, of 
whom the Bamptias ” and Oochlias of thcyDeccan 
may be regarded as types. They have no ostensil)ly 
lionest means of livelihood, they are thieves pure and 
snn])le as tlieir tribal names explain. “ (.)o(*h]ia/’ 
for example, is derived from the verb Ooehalne,’' to 
lift or pi<*Jv up. In former 3^ears they usuall}^ in- 
habited a quarter of their own in every ecu side Table 
town; villagi's tluy did not <‘are about; there was 
no s(‘ope ill tliem for tlu' (‘X(‘r(asc of their great talents 
foj' theft on an extensive s(‘ale. 

The old native ‘‘ raj strove hard to rid the 
])rin(‘i))al (uties of the pest, and even to rettlaim these 
])e<>])le from their predatory habits ; they were diivcn 
out of the towns and compelled to live on sites 
allotted to them, lands were given over for tlieir 
cultivation, advani'cs of cash, occ'asionally regular 
cash allowai)c.es, were granttM] to them for the pur- 
<*hasi‘- of seed and (aittle and implements of hus- 
bandry. There was at least one Bamptia” village 
close to Poona itself, and for aught I know it may 
still exist. They were also numerous in the Hatara 
and Kolhapur territories, and in the petty .Mahratta 
States, but the experiment never succeeded very well 
in any of tliem, though no doubt it was an advantage 
to have the rascals collei'ted together at spots where 
they could lie sulijected to some kind of discipline 
an<l supervision, such as bcu’ng compelled to attend 
muster at least at nightfall, and once earlier in the 
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day. Some lew certainly have settled flown into 
fairly honest cultivators, but the majority of them, 
from father to son, are still regularly brought up and 
carefully trained to steal, and as I shall presently 
explain, a splendid and boundless field has opetied 
out for them of late years. 

They are exceedingly intelligent and observant, 
very active in their habits, the lads being as carefully 
trained in running and athletic exercises as they are 
trained in the skilful use of their fingers. They are 
good actors and able to assume almost any disguise ; 
very plausible and insinuating in their address, 
scrupulously clean in their persons and habits, and 
somewhat addicted to finery withal. They rarely 
drink : their womenkind, all expert thieves tlieni- 
selves, have or had a reputation for virtue. They 
are very staunch to each other, no police officer 
ever succeeded in getting any reliable infoimation 
out of a “Bamptia.” They rarely moh ;st their im- 
mediate neighbours, do not steal sheep, goats, or 
cattle, or pilfer from shopkeepers in the vicinity of 
their homes. In fact, they pay freely and honestly 
for what they want, are willing to do a good turn for 
a neighbour, and generally an* thought rather good 
fellows than otherwise. 

Travellers have always been, and always will be, 
their prey, but they never resort to violence, and I 
never heard of their taking human life.. They ’are to 
be found very busy in the dense crowds thronging 
into a sacred shrine, detaching the heavy silver 
“ Kirgutis ” (waist-belts) or long cotton-bag purses 
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carried by well-to-do Mabrattas, or snipping off neck- 
laces and earrings, which they pass from hand to 
hand with incredible rapidity. K there is a row, or 
one of them is suspected when an article is mi|psed, he 
<loes not run away, but assumes a virtuously indig- 
nant air, it is very certjiin nothing will be found 
upon ] lim. “ I’andoorang llaia ” relates many amusing 
tales of their tricks upon travellers, but none of thc^m 
beats the story I am going to tell altout myself. 

Pray remember, good rea<1er, wliile you laugh at 
me, that when the incident happened I was a very 
young policeman indcaxl. Marching between Satara 
and Kholapur, 1 halted for a <a)uplc of days’ .shooting 
at a favourite, camp within hail of one of these 
“()(»chlia” vilhig<is. Being full of zeal, as all young 
“ Peelers ” should be, and withal rather fond of 
airing nry hlahratta on (ivory possible oecasi(m, 1 sent 
for two or three of the elders from the “Oochlia” 
hamlet in the evening, and had a long and very 
atfalde conversation with them. 

They wcire pleasant and unre, served about the lives 
their people used to lead under the former or native 
“ raj,” but they of course had long since abandoned all 
di.shonest practices, and had .settled down as honest 
cultivators. They were doing very well — were bring- 
ing up their children in the paths of virtue, indeed they 
were about to petition the Sirkar to let them have a 
school. Under the Uompany’s “ raj ” thieving could 
not prosper, while every honest man was safe and 
happy. “ No one knew better than the Saheb, whose 
knowledge of the language and of the native character 
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was notorious throughout the country.” I sucked it 
all in greedily like the young fool I was, promised to 
say a good word for the school and we jmrted the 
very b^^st of friends. After a frugal meal and the 
pipe of pca(;e, I inducted myself into my “ j)yjamas ” 
and went to bed, feeling particularly well satisfied 
with myself, and firmly convinced that I was the 
most promising young policeman in the Presidency. 

I was always I must mention much given to dogs, 
and at that time possessed two — one, Vickie, a little 
hlack-and-tan terrier who alwaj's slept on my bed, 
the other a huge bull-dog, veiy good tempc'red when 
loose, but a perfect demon when on the chain. 
“ Tim ” always travelled with the cook, lieing chained 
at night to the “ Bobbajikhana,” or cook’s cai't, 
under which he slept a few yards from the fii'c, 
my two servants sleeping near, ^^’e were all very 
tii'cd and the cam}) was soon buried in sleep, when 1 
was suddenly awakened by the most liorrible yell 
fi'om the fire. Springing ofl[‘ the l)ed and catching up 
a stick, I rushed to (he s])ot to find the faithful 
“Tim” holding on to tlie leg of a nearly naked lad of 
about sixteen, who was screaming “Murder” at the* 
top of his voice. 

Needless to say, all the litth* <%‘imp gathered on the 
.spot. The first thing was to get “ Tim ” to release 
his hold of the lad’s leg— no easy matter to accom- 
plish, for “Tim” had got his teeth well in above the 
ankle. The boy bled profusely, and was half dead 
with fright. We dressed the wound, gave him some 
brandy and tried to get the young rascial to tell us 
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Ijow and why he came there, hut he simply would 
not open his mouth. Tliere was nothing for it 1»ut 
to tie liim hand and foot, and leave him in charge 
of my solitary peon (I was not allowed a fr^^rntry in 
those early days), with strict injuncdions not to go to 
sleep again. 

I then ordered a ‘^j)eg^’ (hi-andy-and-soda) to he 
bi'ought to my tent, and returned to have a siUoke 
before turning in again. Lo and behold ! my tent 
had been fairly (‘leaned out; the (‘lothes 1 had taken 
off, a sword, a revolv(n' and belt, my watch and a fcnv 
rupees on the cljair by my bedsidi*, and a^ liosl/ of 
smaller arth'les were gone, worst of all my ])eloved 
gun and its (/ase. 

Th(‘ wdiole thing flashed upon me ; the Ooehlias’^ 
had paid me a visit ! The lad had Ix^en sent through 
the (‘amp on p\irpos(‘- to raise an alarm and draw ns 
all away IVom my tent, but iiKiautiously going too 
near had been bont^d by Tim.” Meantime his (‘on- 
federates had (quietly gutted my tent and (le(‘,a.mped 
with the spoil. I don’t tliink I (iver felt so small — ^it 
was su(‘h a very transparent dodge. I comforted 
myself however, with the refl(3(*tion that at any rate 
I should be able to find out in the morning to whom 
my prisoner belongcxl, l>ut to my disgust, my jx^on 
came with a chapfallen fa(‘(; at daylight to re])ort that 
the lad had somehow or otlier got away. We W(*nt 
ov(^r to the “ Oochlia” hamlet, of course, but no lad, 
it was stoutly declared, was missing from the families ; 
no lad present Ixne the marks of ‘‘Tim’s” teeth, 
none of my things were found in the village, nor was 
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anything ever traced, except the gun-case, with iny 
name on it, which was found some months after- 
wards in a dry watercourse several miles away. 

IIow my plausililc friends of the preceding evening 
must have chuckled over the whole business ! I may 
mention that it is a very favourite dodge of these 
people to raise an alarm by lire or otherwise at one 
end of an encampment of travellers, while some of 
their party loot at the other end. 

Those gentry have gradually transfcj'red their 
attention to the railways, and hardly a passenger 
train runs at night that <loes not carry some of them. 
They mingle with the people in the waiting sheds, 
very soon find out what bundles are worth annexijig. 
and where the owners are going, then take tickets 
themselves for some nearer station, and travelling in 
the same compartment, either watcdi their opportuiuty 
for making oft' with the bundles during the ju’ght, oj- 
drop them out of the window near the station they 
themselves are to alight at, whence they walk down 
the line till they find the spoil. ( )f (iourse there are 
hundreds of other opportunities aft’orded to them 
during a long journey and in crowded compartments, 
of practising their profession. Every new section of 
railway opened extends the field for their operations. 

The Railway Police are fully cognisant of what 
goes on, and they do their utmost to warn third-class 
passengers against “ Bamptias,” but I fear they are 
not as yet very successful in catching any of the 
rogues. It is the old story — ^there are no detectives. 
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(.'RTMI<: I)(TRIN(J THK FAMJNK. 

Ee'SV iiH'ii who witne.ssed the last Heecaii famine 
(1877—79), fewer still of those whose lot it was to he 
emj)loye(l oiiieially in (•oj)ing with it care to talk 
much about tlieii’ <lr(‘ai‘y experiences, hut tliose 
ghastly yeai's are burnt into their nicinories never- 
theless, ami can never l)o forgotten to their dying 
day. 

Who can ever forget that hraz(ui sky overhead, 
that hideous l)rowu-hlack landscape destitute of 
vegetation, parched and cracked by the sun’s tierce 
heat, swept almost throughout the night and all the 
day long by sand-laden blasts hot as' from a tier}" 
furnace? Who can forget the miserable cattle, mere 
hides stret(;.lied over skeletons wandering or rtither 
staggering about in vain seai'ch for food and water 
and lying dead or dying along every roadside ? 
Who can forget the living Imman skeletons <lragging 
themselves to the nearest relief work or hiding in 
their desolated homes to die, whole families together, 
of starvation ? Day after day, week uftei- week, 
month after month, for two whole years Iiardl}" 
a cloud in the sky, hardly a drop of rain, the river- 
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beds dried or drying up — cholera raging every- 
where ! 

It so happened that I saw some weeks of the 
Bengal^ famine in 1873-74 while on a visit during 
privilege ]t‘avc to a relative, a planter in Behar. 1 
can honestly say that I never witnessed all that time, 
nor did I hear t(*ll of siudi misery as was to he seen 
any day in tlie arid zone of the Def'caii in the first 
year of that famine before relief measures had been 
well inaugurated. I believe the difficulties of grain 
transj)ort and distribution were miK'li gi’cater in tlie 
L)ec(tan tlian they ever wer(‘. in Beliar, certainly 
large distrh'ts bh^ssed with a su 2 )erabundance of food 
grains were nearer to the famine-affected area in 
Behar. Mou(*y, too, there was com])arativcly j)l(*nti- 
ful aud the State j^oured out tn^asurc* witli a lavish 
hand, regardless of expense. In* the Deccan, on the 
otluiT hand, the calamity had to be dealt with almost 
parsimoniously, for strict economy was the oi*der of 
the day. 

I am not going to discuss who was right or who- 
\^ as w]’ong on various questions of famine managc'- 
mcjit. Aiv not these vexed j)oints lal)oriously dis- 
cussed h^A hc various official papers which culminated 
in the admirable Famine (Vxle whhdi only two years^ 
ago was found to work so well ? A\Tth the eoiintj*}^ 
now trav(‘i‘sed by good roads and covered by a net- 
work of (‘heap railways the (*alamity of 1877-79 
ought never to oevuv again, even in the ‘^arid zone,” 
for the administration now really has for the first 
time its finger on the pulse of the country, never 
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agciiri will matters be allowed to drift iu the hope 
that they will somehow meiid, never again will the 
railways be found insufficiently supplied with rolling- 
stock and .engines, never again will the Govei.mment 
lack a ('omplete s(*heine of relief works for every 
<listri(*t. Tliere may be scarcity, l)ut there nev(*r 
ouglit to be a famine again. , 

Thinking ba<*k now over the ('limiTjal statisti(%s of 
tlie de(%‘ide ending in 1S80, it is easy to })er(f(*ive the 
growth of some forms of (Time, the disappeararu'e of 
others, as distress Ixgati to b(‘ hdt, as it bix^ame 
more and more acute, as it afterwards died away. 
A higlily interesting noi to say instriudive, diagram 
might, 1 am sure, be pre])ared from the (Timinal 
returns for the years 1875 to 1880, and I deeply 
rc'gret now that I did not bilng home with me the 
r(*j)()rts that would Ix^ ne(.*(‘ssary for its preparation. 
As it is, 1 can o]d}^ write from memory, (tided by 
notes and diaj’i(?s of a not very ('omjwehensive kind. 

With tlie first sign of bad season, with the rise in 
prh'.es of all hxxl grains, dac()ity, wlji(*h had been at 
the lowest ebb ever known began steadily to incTease. 
By dacoity 1 do not nu^^an the mere robbery without 
violence of grain by half-a-dozen half-starv(ul 
wretches, wliitdi, under the Penal Code, has to be 
classed as “dacoity,'' but I mean the real old-fashioned 
dangerous dacoity by desperate (diaracters aj*med in 
some way with bill-hooks, clubs, and an (X'casional 
sw<jrd, whose victims were not necessarily a petty 
grain merchant, but more commonly Avealthy Sowkars 
and Marwarris (money-lenders). 
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Organisation soon became observable in these 
(Times. Leaders came to the front, the Nizam's 
frontier again became disturbed, well-armed bands, 
oc.('.asi(>:ially mounted, crossed over the frontier to 
commit outrages in (juite tJie old style. In a district 
where a dozen dacoities of tlie mild T^enal Code type 
had lately been regarded as a heavy record for a year, 
there began to ])e two or three real dacoities in the 
month, and the number rapidly increased until almost 
every post that (‘ame iTought a report of a da(‘oity of 
one sort or another. 

Strange that at such a time, when hundreds of 
desperate and re(‘kle8s num infested the country, not 
a single attempt wa,s made — at least, in my recollecv 
tion — to rob the maibearts, though it was a innttcir 
of (‘Oinmon knowledge that millions of ruj)ees worth 
of ornaments and other valuables were Ijcing daily 
sent up in them to lie melted down and onvei'ted 
into (toil! of the realm. In the famine years there 
can be no doulit, for instance, that the mail con- 
tractors of the long j)ostal line from Dharwar ria 
Belgaum, Kolhapoor, and Satara to Poona, safely 
('onveyed property of this kind to the value of 
several crores of rupee's. What special precautions 
were adopted l>y the contra<dors I am not aware, but 
the fact remains tliat they cheerfully undertook this 
tremendous responsilality and acquitted themselves 
splendidly of their dangerous duty. 

What good fellows, by the way, are the C^urset- 
jees and Nowrojees, the Cowasjees and Pestonjees, 
engaged in these enterprises I How ,many poor 
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ladies and children could never get away to the Hills, 
but for the liberal credit generously extended to 
them by the Paraee phaeton and tongawallas ! IIow 
much they have lost by their generous forbearance is 
known only to themselves and never spoken of by 
them. 

Well, we led the dacoits all over the country a 
terrible life of it. What with stirring up tlie 
I^izam’s (iovemment to exert somethincf like, authoritx 

O »r 

along the frontier, what with ninnerous adibtional 
police jK).st3 and incessant [)atr(>lling l)y .sowars 
(mounted jadiee), liuiidreds were eaugjit and con- 
victed on our aide of tlie boundary line, and hundreds 
more esca 2 )ed into tlie MoguJai or Nizam’s ter-ritory, 
where there is very little doubt not a few were 
quietly shot or hanged out of the way. 

Meantime, relief works of sufficient magnitude 
capable of employing any amount and every descrip- 
tion of labour having bt'cn .set fairly going, hundred.s 
of restless spirits abandon(!d deijredation, and settled 
down quietly on the works. Serious dacoities then 
began to diminish as rapidly as they had sprung up, 
and we soon had little crixiie to contend w'ith (ai a 
distance from the railway line), beyond small thefts 
and robberies of grain. Of these, of course, there 
were thousands every nionth to the overflowing of 
every gaol and subordinate gaol. 

On the whole, however, considering the de])lorab]e 
condition to which the people were reduce<l there 
was much less thieving than I should hav(', expcicted, 
the poor creatures were w’onderfully jxatient, wonder- 
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fully good to each other while the charity of the 
Avell-to-do knew no stint. 

I have above italicised the words “at a distanct' 
from tjjie railway lint ” because the exigencies of the 
famine re(j[uiri])g the transport by day and night of 
thousands of tons of food-stuffs by railway, gave 
birth to wholesale depredation of quite 'a , novel 
character on the Great Indian Peninsular lines. 
ITeretoforc a loaded train of open trucks was always 
perfectly safe from theft as it passed up or down- 
country, grain bags here and there might be opened 
in the goods yards and some of the contents pilfered, 
but such a thing as the c.-arr}ing off of whole bags at 
a time was unknown. 

Now all was changed. Heavy trains cxunpelled to 
travel slovA'ly up certain “ banks ” or ste(q) inclines 
were boarded as they went along by bands of men 
who threw the liags down oi' the embankment by 
dozens where their confederates loaded them into 
carts or on pack-bullocks and pojjies and drove 
away. The guards one or two perhaps to one train, 
werse powerless, r)f course, and more often than not on 
dark nights were utterly ignorant of what had been 
going on, or they were driven by slrowers of stones 
to remain under the cover of their guards’ boxes. 

On the arrival of the train at its destination, 
trucks were often found half emptied. The con- 
signees lodged a claim against the Railway Coihpany 
for the 'loss, the Company paid up freely, and the 
game went merrily on. The perfect impunity with 
which these- robberies were effected, the facility with 
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Avliic'J) tlie stolen goods could Ije got rid of, attracted 
all tlie daring spirits in the (*ountiy side. BhceLs, 
Kamoshis, Kolecs, and Eyots worked together with a 
will and the petty grain-dealers every wliere egged 
them on and acted as receivers. 

I rarely succeeded in tracing through my police 
any of the l)ags thus stolen, hhnpty sacks were 
found in abundance, now and again petty dealers 
w(U‘c found ill possession of grain that ('ould not have 
been honestly come by, but of evidenc'C there was 
little oi* none ol)tainable. The villagers for mihis on 
ca(‘h side of tlie line, from the l^itels or lieaduien, 
downwards, were baiuhnl togethei* and doubtless 
shared in the gains. (hie miglit have had some 
sympathy if thc}^ had been starving villagers seeing 
A'ast ([uantities of the grain they needed to support 
life slowly passing their doors unguarded. But these 
were liy no means starving people. The spots 
at whirli trains were thus looted w^ere not even, 
within the famine limit, and thougii prices of grain, 
no doulit, ruled high in consequence of the neigh- 
liouring famine, the people near the inclines were 
not in want. On the contrary, they were remarkabl}' 
well-to-do, for even the Bhcels, the Ramoshis, and 
the Kolees in the vicinity had not seriously felt the 
pinch of famine. Thousands upon thousands of liags 
of grain of all sorts, worth several lakhs ol* rupees, 
were thus made away with. 

Long after it was all over I olitained some insight 
into the organisation. It was the grain-deiders, of 
t-ourse, who instigated the robberies. 'Jliey paid from 



192 THE BAILWAT SUBOBHINATES COBBUPTEH. 

Rs. 2^ to Rs. 5 a bag to the villagers, according to 
what its contents were, whether “ jowaree,” “ bajree ” 
w’heat, or “ dal.” They had storage room and grain 
pits in 'which to store the contents with their own 
grain. They refused to keep the sacks wdiich were 
burnt or torn up and scattered about the fields. 

The organisers of the raids were the village Patels 
an<l a few naiks or chiefs of the Bheels and Kolis. 
The wirts, bullocks and pack-animals belonged to 
the Patels and villagers. The actual robbers who 
mounted the trains were villagers, Bheels and others, 
employed and paid for their trouble at so much 
per bag brought away. They became very daring 
and expert in boarding moving trains, but several 
of them lost their lives in jumping off. I remember 
one poor Avretch found with his head severed from the 
trunk, and another with both his legs cut olf was 
found still alive in the moriiing. A very rich 
harvest was doubtless thus earned during eighteen 
mouths or more by the inhabitants of villages near 
these “ banks.” 

But the evil by no means stopped there. Gate- 
keepers can easily cause a train to be pulled at night 
for fiA'e, ten, or twenty minutes by displaying a light, 
on the excuse that they heard something on the line. 
Signalmen can delay signals, and what so simple as to 
have their “ pals ” in readiness to board a train thus 
pulled up ? Yard watchmen, too, had their “ pals,” 
and gradually most of the subordinate rank and file 
employed on the railway yielded to temptation. 

l^iastly, shrewd heads were laid together, “ Bunias ” 
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(merchants) conferred with native station-masters, 
and the game of false consignments began. For 
thirty or forty bags actually loaded in a truck the 
station-master would sign for fifty or sixty^ the 
difference being ultimately paid for by the Com- 
pany and the loss attributed to theft by the Bheels 
in transit. There were dozens of other ways in 
which the Company were similarly defrauded; the 
(rnrious will find them set out in the Report of the 
Commission which at last was nominated to inquire 
into these rol)beries and to devise means for stop- 
[)iiig them —it was a document which attracted 
considerable attention in 1879-80. 

I am not going to take the side of either of 
the parties to the controversy that followed. In my 
humble judgment l)oth parties were partly wrong and 
partly right. The two Covernment members of the 
Commission distinctly under-estimated the depre- 
ciations by the villagers of which I have given but 
a faint description above. They ran away too much 
at the start with the idea that the railway sub- 
ordinates were principally responsible for the losses, 
and deeply implicated in the frauds. The railway 
nominee, on the other hand, could not bring himself 
to believe that his people could have been guilty — 
every one must sympathise with him — nor Avould he 
see that there had been shortcomings in the matter 
of supervision. 

Such shortcomings were inevitable under the pres- 
sure of a sudden and extraordinary traffic for which 
the Company, through no fault of its own, was 


o 
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unprepared. The Government, whetJier of India or 
of Bombay I will not presume to say, was mainly 
responsible for that unpreparedness. Had they not 
refused or delayed sanction for the large addition to 
the engine strength and rolling-stock previously 
demanded by the Company, the railway yards would 
not have been blocked, oveiladen trains need not 
have been despatched to crawl up steep inclines, or, 
as often happened, to be taken i;p in sections. Then, 
again, the (|uestiou of the Railway Police had ])een 
allowed to drift unsettled, till the force, always 
numerically insufficient, was more or less demoralised 
and worse than useless. There was a conflict of 
opinion too, as to the responsibilities and even as to 
the relative duties of District and Railway Police. 

In these later days matters could not possibly gain 
such head. The railway is well prin'ided with 
rolling-stock and has established a simple but fairly 
efficient system of checking, the Railway Police are 
as good as any police in the I’residemjy of Bombay, 
their relations with the District Police are cordial and 
their respective responsibilitic's are well defined. At 
the first recurrence of train looting at “ banks ” or 
elsewhere, reasons would be found for establishing 
punitive police posts in 2)eccant villages near the 
scene of the crime, and there is nothing better 
calculated than a jtunitive j)ost to break up these 
little village combinations I Nothing is more im- 
probable than that the G. I. P. Railway will ever 
ayain have to disburse from ten to twelve lakhs of 
rupees by way of compensation for this sort of loss. 
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(CHAPTER XLX. 

J)TSATiMlN(J. 

Amono tlic string of j)en;il laws whicli W(Te enacted 
in ra])id siaatession after tlie oiithi'enk of tlie great 
Mutiny, or Sepoy Reheilion, of 1857 was of necessity 
the Disarming Ac(, Most district officers of the 
'Western Thesidency Ijeld a veiy decided opinion that 
it ought to have heen applied niuc'h sooner. Be that 
as it may% I do not hesitate to say iJiat this disarming 
was one of the most unpalatahle <liities that ever fell 
to my^ lot. 

The gradual nature of the rise of British power 
in and around the tejiitories coiKjuered from the 
l^cishwa — the year hy }'ear ahsorption into the 
British Army of the best figliting men in the 
Maratha Country, the Carnati(', and Guzevat — had 
till then precluded the idea of a general disarmament. 
It was our cue to pacify the country and the best 
way to do that was to gather under our colours all 
restless and turbulent spirits, to comriliate all petty 
chiefs^ and the heads of the village communities 
enlisting their aid and influence in the enforcement 
of order and the dispersal of the numerous gangs of 
armed robbers by which the (country was infested. 

o 2 
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It was necessary that the people should he armed for 
self-protection. Up to comparatively recent times 
the ryot, or (cultivator, took his tahvar (sword) 
and his inatcldoc'k into his fields as a matter of 
common precaution. As the country settled down, 
and our ])oli(ce organisation ])egan to })roduce good 
results — so that cases of marauding and dacoity 
became few and far l)etween — the ryot still continued 
for dignity's sake to take his arms with him to his 
field-work. It was the right thing to do. Not to 
carry arms was to show himself a mean mortal. 

Gradually, however, the long (cumbersome match- 
lock with its dangling paraphernalia for carrying 
powder and ball was left at home, and the ‘^talwar " 
(sword) only taken out to work with, perhaps, a 
dagger or two in the waistband. Next, the ‘^talwar" 
was hung up at home and the dagger only worn. 
But though no hmger actually in use, the weapons 
were usually highly prized, kcj^t in fair condition 
and always in re(juisition at any village festival. 
Tliere wer(^ no restrictions wdiatever on the sale and 
purchase of amis or ammunition of any kind, every 
consideral)ie village contained a skilled armourer or 
two, and some family who lived by manufacturing 
gunpowder. 

When, therefore, the terrible tidings (‘.ame from 
Meerut and Delhi, the Western Presidency, in 
common with the rest of India, was full of weapons 
of all kinds, offensive and defensive, from the 
common '‘Bichu,’' or scorpion dagger to the light 
“ Jingal," or cannon on the village walls. 
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Tlie first step enjoined by the Disarming Act was 
the registration of all arms of whatever kind. Every 
man from the lu'ghest to the lowest was required 
within a stated time to produce his weapons iTt the 
nearest Government office, where they were duly 
registered against his name, labelled, and stored 
away till such time as the Magistrate, Assistant' 
Magistrate, or otlici- didy-(!mpowered official should 
decide whether he should be licensed to retain any 
arms at all, and, if so, which of them : or, if the 
owner so elected, they were brokem up i]ito small 
pieces and returned to him. iS’ou-registration of 
arms or conce;dment of them was, if my memory 
serves me aright, punishalde by fine and imprison- 
ment, with or without liar<l labour, for six months. 
The fullest powers were given to Magisterial and 
Police authorities to search for arms. 

I was at that time, sci'ving in the Ahmednugger 
District ((u- Zillah, as it was termed in those days) 
and 1 well remember the thrill of <lisma}’ .which went 
throughout the land when tlie needful x>ro<;lamation 
was promulgated. For some <lays it seemed as if the 
people could not beliex'c that the Sirkar meant to 
carry out its stem resolve. V ery few weapons were 
j’ogistcred for a long time and those mainly by the 
sycophants around the Government offices. Clinging 
Brahmins, sneaking Kulkarnis (village accountants), 
were, of course, foremost not only to register sucli 
arms fUi their households held, but to pay oflC old 
scores by giving secret information of weapons owned 
by the Patels, or village head men,*^ or any other 
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individual against whom tliey happened to have a 
grudge. It needed a few examples, however, before 
the old Maratha Patels and farmers would register 
freely, and their reluctance, of course, did them liarm 
when the (jucstion of their retaining arms was (‘on- 
sidered. 

It was a pitiful sight to se(‘< a grand old Maratha 
Patel bring up the weapons of his (ainily — many of 
these were heiilooms, as it wow matehloeks of 
cunning woi*kmansliip ornamented pr( )fuseiy with 
silver plates and Avire — swords in riclj]y-einbr<»idcred 
veh^et sc‘a1>bards — l)1a<les wrought of the linest steel, 
with hainlles (uiriously inlaid witli gold and silver, 
or occasionally encrusted with rough jewels — daggers 
of fantasti(' design, similarly embossed — ])ibr‘S, and 
spears, and mac(‘s. Most of them ha<l histories, and 
were prized by their owners as the apples of their 
eyes. I am glad to rememl>cr that the A(*t was, on 
the whole, very humanely and (‘onsiderately worked, 
though every day’s post Immght us down the news 
of some fresli liorror in the north-west, and we knew 
not when the ilaine of insurrection might burst out 
in our very midst. The majority of the l)etter class 
of Aveapons, such as I haA'e described, were ])roken up 
by a blacksmith on the spot, and the pieces returned 
to the owners. Many a fine old fellow did I see 
receive his fractured favourites and go away with 
tears rolling down his cheeks. Many another — 
always a younger man — depaj’ted with a scowl of 
hatred on his visage, and doubtless the deadliest 
thoughts in his heart. But the thing had to be 
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done, it WHS '' nasi]),” ‘‘ kismet '' — our fate and 
theirs. 

-Disarming the rural population, as I liavo above 
attempted to descaibe, though slow, was a coifipara- 
tivelj easy task. It was when the larger towns' 
returns were', scrutinised that the authorities perceived 
tlie great difficulties to l)c ovevconie. Large walled 
towns, with from len to twenty oj* thirty thousand 
inliabitants, man}' of thenu tlie s< uin of tlie ]K)pula- 
tion — towns in wliicdi thousands of stands of arms 
wei*c known to exist '-r(‘gistered on]\' hmidr(*ds, and 
there, was inlinite ditliciilty in ol)iainiiig inforniation, 
and great faciHti(‘s for eone(‘alni<MiL Peo[>le living 
i]i towns, all the woild over, know less of and care 
less for the atfairs of their neighbours than tlie 
siin])h‘r residents ot tlie country. Thv, wily Brahmin 
of th(' town was ([uiU' as ready to betray his neigh- 
bour, of (ourse, but then he had not. miu'h knowledge* 
of his neighbour s inner life. Moreover, at that time, 
in every town of any importaiic.o llicre were (unis- 
saih‘s from the rebels in the north inculcating 
caution and j)atience and holding out large promises 
to the ritf-raif and s(a)undre]s of rich “loot" when 
the “good time" sfiould <‘ome. Our polic^e had 
hardly been really reorganised for four years — weixi 
drawn from the most ignorant classes, and contained 
l)ut little of the detective element. It was only by 
a very rigorous use of the jiowers of search and by 
making examples of the richer householders who had 
concealed weapons that any way was made. It is very 
doubtful if any large town was thoroughly disarmed. 
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It was at this time, during what was called the 
Bheel Eebellion — of which I shall have much to say 
hereafter — that 1 happened to be on the way from 
Kopei'gaum with a .small force under Major Mont- 
gomery to attack the Bheels reported to be strongly 
posted in large nuni])ers, under some notable 
'^naiks,” or ('Mefs, on the border of Khandeish. 
Perhaps it was fortunate for myself that I was 
re<*alled ])y an “ express” from the Magistrate, for^the 
so-called “battle of Mandwe ” which followed was 
somewhat a bloody business foi* the force. My 
“express” directed me to ]>roeeed across (jountry 
with all possible speed to Sangamnair, a small 
partially-walled town a])out eighty miles distant, 
where I should find scaled orders awaiting me in the 
hands of the officer commanding two ('ompanies of 
a native regiment then posied at the phute. Now, 
Sangamnair was a place of evil .rc[>utatiou in those 
days, though I believe it is now conti’olled by an 
excellent ]\I unicipality and contains many enthusi- 
astic adhercuits of the “National (Vaigre.ss.” I can 
hardly accord higher praise to it surely than this ! 

It was known that a secret ni'^eting had been 
held near Sangamnair between tin^ Bheel and Koli 
leadens and an agent of Tantia. Topee, at which the 
Bheel rising under Bhagoji Naik was decided upon, 
it was also more than suspected that seditious 
assemblages took place in the town. As a matter of 
('ourse, I started at once, and, travelling with all 
possible speed, reached the Assistant Collector’s 
bungalow the following afternoon. 
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Captain Simon — as I shall call him — handed me 
my sealed orders which informed me that I should 
in all probability receive a visit from a Madrassee 
military pensioner who had conveyed an offer to the 
Magistrate to give information as to where large 
(] nan titles of arms of all kinds were concealeij. 
I was to try to prevent the infonnc^r's identity being 
snspef'ted, — was arm(‘d with the fullest powers of 
search and arrest and dirticted, nior(‘<)ver, ])ersonally 
to ])rose(*ute any ijidividiials a.pj)r(*hended before the 
nearest European Magistrate. I may mention tliat 
scarcely one hiindre<1 miscellan(‘ous and juostly 
worthless weapons had been r(*gistered, though it 
was notorious that the town Avas full of arms. 

By ehwen (fchx'k a,t night we had given up all 
hope of seeing onr Madrassee friend and 1 had just 
turned into bed when 1 heard my faithful Portuguese 
“l)oy’^ saying, Saheb ! 8aheb ! ’ in that peculiar 
tone w^e know so well. Simon was roused, and in 
due course a muffled hgurc w^*is usliered'into a room, 
over the window" of w"hi<*h Ave had taken the pro- 
cauti(.)n of nailing a blanket. Our visitor w"as a fine 
specimen of the Madrassee loAV-(*aste sepoy, and had 
a slight limp from a AA"ound received in Rurmah. 
I shall neither name him nor mention his occu])ation, 
because his descendants are (or Avere, six \"ea.rs ago) 
still in Sangamnair. There Avas no humbug about 
him, at any rate, and he <lid not Avaste time. He 
gaA^e me at once a list of the principal citizens in a 
certain street with a list of the weapons Avhich 
he believed were hidden in their houses, adding 
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a, supplemcjitary list of other houses he suspoeted 
hut was not quite sure about. He also gave me 
valuable information, wdiieh was afterwards utiliscMl, 
of no'Cturnal mec^tiiigs convened in various houses. 
He asked for no reward ; he was in no sense of the 
word, us ordinarily used, an informer,'' but he w’as 
genuinely indignant at the '' Niinmak-liarams," or 
‘‘faithless to tlieir salt," who liung back from helping 
the “ Sirkar." AVe, or rather J, saw him on several 
occasions afterwards. I am glad to say that, quite 
unsoli('ited by himself, he was w'^ell rew^arded for other 
important intelligence, which always proA ed idiable. 

j\Ty friend (captain Simon Avas no idler and had 
not passed a solitary three months at Sangamnair 
with “ I)egs " and clieroots. He had made an 
excellent topographical surva‘y of the ('ouiitry round 
and a fair plan of the town itself, with eveiy street 
and lane of which he Avas familiav. Before we finally 
turjied in AAn had studied these* (hxmncnts and 
decided on our next mornings (ampaign. The 
reveille, was sounded at four o’chx'k, eighty men told 
olf iijider arms ; having fortified our inner men 
AAuth eggs ajid bacmi and strong coliee, Simon and 
I mar(?hcd oli' at the head of them to the* ferry Avdiich 
(aossed the 8angam, or junction of jiatts. By day> 
light Ave held every approach to the particular street 
named by our Madrassee friend, and sentries w^ere 
posted to prevent the egress or ingress of any person. 
The surprise wars complete ; we took house l)y house 
in turn and ransacked it, “ inside, outside, and in 
my lady's chamber." Many a Avrinkle I got that 
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morning of tlie M ay to search a luUive house ! Many 
a queerly-dcvised treasury and place of concealment 
did I see ! Many w(.'apons wei'c found in these secret 
places, including numerous llritish-iuade pistols, hut 
it was on tlie Hat roofs that we mfxde our greatest 
hauls. There, as is commoji in many Decf-an towns, 
w^erc stacked the “kirhec” or “jowari ’ stalks — the 
eatih'-fodder of tlie country- -great piles of mithreshed 
hajri (millet) and of the nial-<idorf)ns ciAv-dung cakes, oj- 
“brattles” (as some English writer terms tliein), the 
fuel of the <-<)un1iy. In and under tln'se licajis, Mdiicli 
Ave ratlilessly pulled to pita-es, despite the owner’s 
lamentations, we found any amount of matchlocks, 
swords and spears, and not a little powder in 
hags. I I'cmemhcr that on one roof we bagged 
twenty-th e matchlocks and three good old “ brown 
Bess ” muskets : t he curious thing was, all the 
weapons were in such good order — the matchlocks 
clean and bright and oiled — tlu^ swords a,s sharp as 
razors ! In the six selected houses, inhabited by one 
Brahmin, a Purdesi, three Mahoniedans, and two 
Marathas, Ave found oaum- three hundred weapons, 
Avith Avhich stacked in carts and our six prisimers 
AA^e returned blithely enougli to a late breakfast . 

I arranged to take my prisoners off next day to 
Mr, Chapman’s Camp, forty miles distant, at Sinnur, 
where they were in due course eae.h sentenced t(> 
the full penalty. But the most amusing part of the 
incident occurred that night and was reported to me 
just as I was leuA’ing A\dth the escort on the second 
morning. The strc'cts of Sangamnair Avere found 
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bestrewn with every description of weapon, from the 
modest dagger to the old-fashioned double-barrelled 
gun ! It was too late to register, and the panic- 
stricken owners had thrown or deposited them in the 
streets during the previous night. Thus was San- 
gamnair disarmed ! 

I have often thought what a subject this would 
have been for the j>encil of Gustave Dore — the waning 
moon — the narrow streets and rather lofty houses 
— the guilty owners stealing out to get rid of their 
illicit arms, or, maybe, to deposit tlicm in the road- 
way opposite the house of an obnoxious neighbour. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

AGRARIAN GRIMK. 

“ Agrarian mui dcG’,” “ agrarian outrage,” the dic- 
tionary desci'ilics as “an outrage or a murder 
Ijrought about by some dispute as to the oe(.‘upan(;y 
of land.” While Ireland has la.'en earning for herself 
unenviable, notoriety as the country beyond all 
others in which both these crimes are endemic, India, 
on the other hand, has a. gradually diminishing 
record, although disputes as to the occupancy of 
land a)'e common — esp(‘eially in certain districts the 
South Konkan for (‘xainple — wlu're earth-hunger 
has always prevailed — every little plot of cultivable 
land is tenaciously held and the complexities of 
tenures tend to the multijtlication of feuds, whether 
between superior and inferior holder or between the 
ordinary “ Ryots ” holdijig direct as tenants ()f the 
State. It may almost be said that, in the greater 
part of India, notably in the Wcsteni Presidency, 
agrarian outrage, in the sinister sense in whi<;h it is 
now journalistically used, is nearly unknown. 

Stacks of grain or forage especially wlien standing 
out in the fields arc frequently burnt, no doulit, but 
it is rare that int'cndiaiism is traced, or even sus- 
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pected. Cattle are now and again poisoned, but it 
is usually found to be the handiwork of the lowest 
castes — the Mhars and the Mhangs — seeking to make 
profit out of the skins which are their perquisites as 
village servants. I have rarely heard of cattle- 
stabbing, houghing, or otherwise mutilating, in all my 
thirty -five years’ experience. From this detestable 
fomi of agrarian outi'age the average Indian rustic 
.shrinks with horror. 

On the other hand — ^tlu're was a time before the 
Revenue Survey finally determined the Ijoundaries of 
villages and of each man’s lioldiug — when free fights 
such as the Irish peasantry delight in, were common, 
and crowns were cracked in orthodox Irish fashion, 
but for some years past, the causa belli having been 
removed, peace has reigned on the boundaries. 

“Boycotting” is a science piacticallv unknown to 
our Aryan brethren, ('xcept iti so far as it is practised 
in respect of caste disputes and misdenujaiioiirs. No 
combination to boycott an individual by reason of a 
dispute a.s to the occupation of land has ever been 
brought to my notice. Tlie simple “Ryot” is far 
behind the times, but there is no knowing how 
sapient he may become under the teaching of the 
far-famed “ National Congress ” — a body of unpre- 
tentious, unBe]fi.sh patriots, of wliora it is my anxious 
wish to speak with the humblest deference, seeing 
thiit they number among their leaders Members of 
Pailiament — whom all the world recognise as most 
potential, sagaciems, well-informed, disinterested, 
well-intentioned, w'ell — anything you like in the way 
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of praise that you can find in the biggest dictionary 
in the British Museum Beading Boom ! 

On the other hand, again, downright murder, 
brought al)Out by some dispute as to the oficupancy 
of laiid,^^ is of comparatively common ocinn-rence, 
though OA'en tliat has notoriously diminished of late 
years. The mar('h of education — the ever-increasing;, 
and (I will add) improving breed of pleaders — the 
('omparatively small cost of liligatioii iiiid(U' simple 
and excellent Oieil ( \>des — hav(^ developed the native’s 
innate love of litigation to its fidlest extent. 
Besides. ther(‘ is a prolongation of j)leasure in 
worrying youi* adversary in the Law ( V)urts, from 
month to moiith and yeaj* to year, with delicious 
little interludes in the shape of intrigues and crxss- 
intrigues and oc'casional (‘.xchang(‘S of virulent abuse. 
To kno('k }'our adversary on the liead is but a 
transient — a very short-lived joy — apt, morer)ver, to 
lead to unpleasant pcM’sonal results. So the held 
of battle n<nv usually begins in the /Subordinate 
Judge’s modest chamber to be transfei’red in due 
course to the Judge Sahib’s Lourt and ultimately to 
the saered precuncts of Her Majesty’s High (Vjurt 
at the rresidency. 

But occasionally one or other (or both) of the 
disputants bec^omes surfeited with the pleasures of 
litigation — hope deh'rred makes the heart sick. Evil 
counsellors among those interested in the never- 
ending suit and w^eary of it suggest mor('. summary 
proceedings. ( )pportunities offer — a mere interchange 
of vituperation, espedally if the dispute be. among 
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members of the same family, warms up into an 
assault, homicide or murder follows. Or the villagers 
holding under a middleman of the rack-renting type 
set sick of their lives and of him, he is attacked in 
his own house, or waylaid and done to death. But 
in any case of the latter description it may safely be 
presumed that the superior holder richly deserved his 
fate, he must have proved himself over many years, 
a curse and a scourge to the villagers and brought 
his fate upon himself. 

I recall two cases of each of the t}'pes just de- 
scribed, whi{;h were noteworthy for other reasons. 
Before relating them 1 may mention that in the 
Southern Konkan the murder of the middlemen (or 
Khotes) was at one time very common. Feud.s 
between them and the occupants possessing different 
proprietary, or quasi -proprietary, rights of occupation 
dated from before our Con<|ue.st in 1811) tu 1 822, were 
O'N'crlooked by the British Government for many years 
(deeply occupied as it was with the settlement of 
mtich larger and more important districts), and were 
much embittered and aggravated when the Govern- 
ment did take up the question in 1853, or there- 
abouts, by an ill-advised and ignorant .attempt to fit 
a Deccani coat on a Konkani back. Flushed with 
the success that attended the Wingate Survey Settle- 
ment in the Deccan, where the “ liyot” holds direct 
under the Crown, well-meaning but locally inex- 
perienced members of Council insisted on rigidly 
applying the same principles of settlement to the 
Konkan, where hereditary middlemen (Klunes) had 
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existed for centuries, with privileged tuid unprivileged 
tenants under them. The result was, to say the least 
of it, disastrous and confusing, and, if I mist?ik(> not, 
three or four Khotes used to 1)e knocked on the Head 
every year in those troublous times. 

But in all the (^ases that <'ame under my noti(*e, as, 
indeed, in every instance of agrarian murder brought 
aijout by som,e dispute as to the occupancy of land,’' 
our Aryai^ lu-othren respe<*ted female life, and so fai* 
justified their title of the gentle Hindu.” In land 
disputes in India such an atrocity a.s shooting at, 
or in any way molesting, a. woman lias yet to l)e 
re(*orded. It has been reserve<l for “the foinest 
pisantry in the wnvrld ” to earn an infamous distiru - 
tion for their ingenuity and persistent cruelty in 
liarassing, maiming, and ev<m murdering defenceless 
females. 

Blit to get to my tales. In the immediate vi(‘.inity 
of Hapolie,"^ that clianning little station so long the 
headijiiarters of the “ (luttrams,” or Native Veteran 
Battalion, is a litth* village- -the name does not 
mattm*. It was held by a co-pan'cnary of Khotes oi* 
middlemen, of whom IMhadowrao, the youngest menilier 
of the family, was a persona <jraia to th(‘ Buropc‘fin 
residents and district oftiiuals alike. He was in his 
turn holding the office of l\)lice Patel wdien I hist 
(*,anie to know him in the way of business, and a, \'(‘ry 
effi<iient man 1 found him. Well, but not too well 
educated, he was an agn^eable and entiMtaining 

* Already menti()ne<l in (liaptcr H, : — “ Tho (h'vaf MUihnif 
Pit) sio/f Fi 'n tui .s . ” 
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visitor and his manners were those of a high-born, 
high-bred Brahmin of the old school. 

Time passed, and just as I was beginning to know 
my district and, my men passably enough, I was (as 
a matter of course) transferred to act for a year or 
more in a higher grade in a distant distri(;t to revert 
ultimately to my substanth e appointment. I took 
charge at Ratnagiri, and, as in duty liound, pro- 
ceeded to inspect my Polic e Guards at the District 
Jail. I found there was a solitary conA'ict in the 
condemned cells who was to be hanged for murder 
on the following morning. I went to inspect the 
■cell, when, to my horror, I recognised through the 
l)ars my old friend Mhadowrao. He was not the 
least discomposed, but calmly told me that he was 
condemned to die for having beaten his old uncle to 
death in a dispute about some “ Khote Khasgi,” or 
private Khoti la)id, to which he and his uncle each 
laid claim. 

It appears that his uncle and he, though bitterly 
hostile to each other anent this miserable plot of 
land, being members of an. undivided family, 
occupied the same ancestral house actually living 
on different sides of it. One day, just before the 
midday meal, they met outside and a quarrel ensued, 
in the course of which Mhadowrao struck his old 
relative violently with a bamboo stick he had with 
him. The old man, endeavouring to save himself, 
shut himself into one of the outhouses, but Mhadow- 
rao in his frenzy of passion burst down the door, 
belaboured him dreadfully about the head ; finally, 
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ferociously and atrociously mutilated the yet thro!)- 
bing corpse. His fit of passion over, he calmly 
walked over to the Dapolie Police Station, gave 
himself up and volunteered a full confession. 

'I"he end of Ids life, however, was destined to ]»o 
long remembered because of the? mode in which he 
occupied his last few moments. I was at the execu' 
tioii as a matter of duty. Pro<‘eeding to the con- 
demned cells, I found a native writer s<|uatted outside 
the bars. Mliadowrao had asked for him to take 
down his last wishes while he ealmly regaled him- 
self on [dantains and new milk. Naturally, I did 
not draw near till time was up. and then, ejaculating 
Are .Narrayen ! Narrayen ! at regular intervals, 
Mliadowrao walked composedly out and up to the 
drop and died instantly. 8o great was the feeling 
against the man that there were very few spectators, 
and it was witli some difficulty that Brahmins (‘ould 
he found to su])erintend the cremation of the cojpse. 

I came to understand the feeling against him when 
I heard his last will and testament ’ (so to speak) 
which he had 1»een dictating up to the last moment. 
It was simply an injunction to his Vakil,” or pleader, 
to recover from some thirty or foity (.)f his wretched 
tenants certain small specified measures of grain lie 
claimcMl to be due from them ! 

The second (*asc was a foul murder of a most 
estimalde landlord by a clique of ruffians instigated 
by his enemies in the village. I have no hesitation 
in giving his name in full, \dtha] Prabhu Desai, a 
high-caste Brahmin of a family resident at Harcheri, 

p 2 
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near Eatnagiri, for a century or so before the British 
Raj, succeeded to a lawsuit brought by his father 
against the British (rovernment .for illegal sequestra- 
tion" of his estetes some fourteen years before. It 
was a very monster of a suit, the Jarndyce and 
Jarndyce of the Ratnagiri District (^ourt. By 
1859-60 there must have been few Judges and 
Assistant Judge-s in the Presidency who had not 
tried to unravel its skein of technicalitie.s. To cany 
it on, so much as remained of the family estate.s was 
from time to time mortgaged ; Vithal Prabhu was 
heavily indebted to the leading pleaders, and oft 
obliged to make hi.s own motiou.s in person. He 
practically lived in the ConiT, and had he not 
l)Ossessed many good friends, who honoured him for 
bis well-known probit\' and beliex ed in his wrongs, 
he might even have starA ed. 

At last th('re earnc two Senior .A.ssistan .Tudges in 
suceession, win,* determined to clear tlie case off tin' 
file. The first decided most of the points in ATthal 
Prabhu’s favour. Government and A'ithal Praldm 
both appealed to the High Court who returned the 
suit for fre.sh argument on c.ci'tain issues, and then 
the Senior Assistant Judge (Baron Ijarpent) finally 
passed a judgment, which was upheld by the High 
Court. To a sulistantial extent Vithal Prabhu was 
restored to his ancestral possessions, and great was 
the satisfaction felt throughout the country side. 

Restoring Vithal Prabhu, howexer, involved the 
ousting of certain parties who for years past had 
profited by his wrongs, and a fresh series of suits on 
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jhinor points ensued, whi(jh I need not particularise. 
•Suffice it to say that Vithal Prabhu was gradually 
carrying all before him. But he had naturally im- 
bibed a taste for litigation, and, it may be, her was 
]iot altogether prudent or forbearing in his treatment 
of certain of the sub-tenants who had been, or still 
were, ho.stile to him. It followed that there was a 
strong party inimical to him in llarcheri. 

About this time I was leaving the distrit'-t foj- 
good, and A' ithal rrabhii, liciwecm wliom and myself 
there was a warm friemlsliip, wrote to say he was 
coming in from llarcheri the next morning to say 
farewell. I was loitering about the station paying 
^idieux to others in the early morning, when a 
jn’oeession met mo near the Civil IIos 2 )ita], (tarrying 
a body on a bier. It was the corpse of poor Vitlial 
Prabhu Desai, griitvously battered about the head 
and chest, lie was leaving Ilarclieri at daybreak to 
come over to sec me. wlien he was ■waylaid at a 
lonel}’ spot by about a dozen men who literally beat 
the life out of him. It was little satisfaction to learn 
that some of the actual j)erpetrators wei-e brought 
to justice, for if 1 remember aright, none of the 
instigators of the crime were ever successfully 
prosecuted. 
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JAILS. 

In the mfitter of Prison oi-oanisMtion jind iiifinaoe- 

O iT' 

luent there has hceii during the past thirty years an 
mj)rovenieiit as steady as in most other Depart- 
ments of the Administration. Indeed, the great and 
central prisons, Agra and Verowda, for examph‘, 
<*(»mpare favourabl}" with any jail in England. On the 
wliole there has l)een less to I'orrect in India where, 
as yet, happily, faddists liave not liad their way. 
Defec'tive in structure, and often, from epidemics 
of particular forms of crime, or from the disturbed 
state of tlie country, jails were from time to 
time over-populated, sanitation was more or less 
negle(itcd, discipline was apt to be lax, especially in 
the (iase of prisoners of the higher castes. But no 
such brutalities and infamies were perpetrated under 
the name of the T^aw as were exposed by C-liarlcs 
Reade in his well-known novel, ‘ Tis Never too Late 
to Mend.’ 

In the early '' Fifties ” the Straits Settlements sent 
their long-term convicts to Bombay wliere they 
were mostly drafted to moist and (to them) con- 
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^zenial climates, Tannah, Katnagiri, and the like, and 
l)y good behaviour earned tickets-of-Ieave to the Hdl 

the market-gardeners, shoemakers, and what not of 
the place, many of them preferring to remain after 
their time was expired, respe(*ted and respectalde 
citizens often possessed of considerable wealtli. 

About this time the Ibrtnagiri Jail, capaiHe of 
(‘ontfxining about three hundred and sixty convic^ts, 
was choke-full ; at least two-thirds were Cliinamen 
and Malays from the Straits — nittians, each with a 
jxH'ord of piracy or murder, or both combined. 
Many of them were heavily fettered and carefully 
guarded by armed Police when at their ordinar}' 
work in the “laterite” ijuarries, for they were 
mostly poAverful men ; the tools they used were 
formidabh^ in their hands — there Avere known to 
be deadly feuds among themselves that might 
bi-eak out at any moment. Nevertheless, the 
punishment sheet was marv(dlously clear, breaches 
of jail discipline were much fewer among these des- 
peradoes than among tin* milder Hindoos in the 
Avork-sheds within the jail. The fach in due time 
penetrated the intelligeiu'e of the powers that were 
at Bombay Castle, impiiries were instituted as to 
Avhy pirates and murderers, usually very obstre- 
perous in other places, should become so tame at 
Uatnagiri, but the riddle had yet to lie solved. 

For some years one Sheik Kassam had been the 
jailor. Belonging to the fisherman class and pos- 
sessed of very little e<lueation he had, nevertheles.^, 
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Avorked his way upwards through the Police by dint 
of lionesty, hard work, and a ' certain shrewdness 
which had more than once brouglit him to the front. 
i\t Inst, towards the end of his service the jailorship 
falling vacant, he was, with every one’s exordial 
apjjroval, mjininated to the post, WitJi comparative 
rest and improved pay the old gentleman waxed fat, 
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and a jollier-looking old fellow, or withal a more 
genial companion, the country round could not pro- 
duce. The cares of State, the responsibility of three 
hundred murderous convicts weighed little on Sheik 
Kassam. 

He developed, as was afterwards remembered, a 
remarkable talent or predilection for gardening, 
almost from first taking office ; he laid out the 
<]uarry-beds, brought water down to irrigate them, 
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produced all the jail required iu the way of green 
stuff, and made tapioca and aiTOwroot by the ton. 
The better plot of land belonging to the jail lay 
between Sheik Kassam’s own official residence, a tiny 
“ bungalow ’’-fashioned dwelling with a walled eoui-t- 
yard, near to the liigh road. The Sheik had no 
ditticulty in obtaining permission to erect a high 
wall of rubble from the <juarries along the, whole road 
frontage, so that — as he urged- the i-onviets at work 
in the giisden would not be gazed at by passers-by, 
and that forbidden aj-tieles, such as k>bacco, swt'.et- 
meats. liquor, and the like, should not be passed or 
even thrown oxer to them. 

In due course this favourite slice of garden was 
safely boxed in from the public view by a wall some 
eight feet high, t'xte.udiug from the jail itself round 
to the jailor’s house., the only entrance to it being 
a little wicket-gate by the side of the Sheik's 
backyard. 

Time went on, when some envious or malicious 
Brahmin desirous of currying favour with the 
DfKtor Saheb, or whox'ver the Superintendent wa.s. 
revealed to his amazed ears that Sheik Kas.sam s 
disciplinary system consisted iu his having the most 
dangerous of the (.hinamen and Malays (piietly into 
his backyard from the garden, and there, regaling 
them with plenty of .sweetmeats, sugar, moderate 
potations, aye even with female society of a peculiar 
sort ! If Chingfoo or A-chin became unruly or saucy 
he could, and sometime, s did, get a dozen lashes ; but 
if these worthies behaved decently, they had thei}' 
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little festival in due rotation. Poor old Sheik 
Kassam’s character as a model jailor was gone, of 
course ; he was dismissed, but I am glad to say with 
a full' pension, which he did not live long to enjoy. 
He never <!Ou]d be brought to see that he had 
done anything wrong ! 


lluKNiNc “ Amok.” 

Sheik Kassam was succeeded by a stalwart young 
Eurasian possessed of unusual courage and resolu- 
tion, the punishment book filled up and the “ cat-o’- 
nine-tails” was in constant re(|nisition for a time, till 
the worst of the convicts found that they had a man 
over them not to be trifled with yet never vindictive 
or unjust. It was during this man’s incumbency 
tliat a remarkable instance occun-ed of the feuds 
which, I have above observed, are, oi- rather were, 
so common among the Straits Settlement convicts. 
Chang-Sing was a powerful, rather tall Chinaman 
from Singapore, with a good-humomed giin on his 
face, not half a bad fellow by any means, whose name 
never figured in the black book. He was a life- 
convict for piracy and murder. So, too, was Buddoo, 
a Malay, a sort of human scorpion in appearance — 
short, with enormously broad shoulders, bow-legged, 
and with a malignant scowl on him that would 
sour butter-milk,” as they say in Ireland. He, 
too, came from Singapore, and it was no doubt 
during some of their joint “ divilries ” that Buddoo’s 
hatred of Chang-Sing was engendered. The former 
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came to Ratnagiri with the character of the most 
dangerous, incorrigil)le convict in the gang. No 
punishment deterred him, his fiendish cruelty knew 
n<) bounds ; he would upset scalding water at the 
cooking-place over the back of an unoffending fellow- 
prisoner, he would drop a live (-oal on the man 
working with him at the forge, he would run 
sharj)ened bamboos inro any one near him, and the 
more you flogged him or locked him u]) in the 
solitary cells, the more h(‘ grinned an<l <li<l not (;are, 

TTis intense aniinosirv to (‘hang-Sing l>eing known, 
the}' were nevcT- allowed to meet, (*xcept at general 
parades. (.'hang-8ing was most)}' in iJu^ <|uarries. 
Ruddoo worked in the interior of tlie jaison at slioe- 
making and other h‘atliei* work at which he was 
very expert. 

1'he Ratnagiri Jail, d(‘signed by Major Outram, 
])rother of the great 8ir James, whose lamentable 
fate need not be Inn-c* refcired to, is peculiarly 
adapted for the separation of the convicts. Stone 
arched passages, se(*ured by strong gates, lead from 
one working yard tr» the other, from one dormitor}" 
to the Other ; but there is a common stone staircase 
leading up from the entrance yard to the dis- 
pensary and hospital, Clmng-Sing received some 
contusion or injury in the (juarries, and was on the 
sh k list. Buddoo must have heard of it, he ran 
tlu‘ point of an awd into his own finger, and witli 
this excuse was permitted to go to the dispensary at 
a time in the morning when he knew he would be 
tolerably sure of seeing Ohang-»Sing upstairs or some- 
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where, lie secreted himself in an angle on the 
stairs, having in each hand a shoemakers knife. 
(liaug-Sing was ('oming np the steps, when Buddoo 
j Limping on him, struck him downwards two frightful 
IJows, one of wliich severe<l the jugular vein, wliile 
the other penetrated the lung. Brandishing his 
weapons and covered with blood, Buddoo made oH* 
down the passage to his working shed ; but the alarm 
Jiad been given, the gate was closed, and a convict 
wardei* barred his way. Him Buddoo wounded in 
half-a-dozen pla(*ns, while the poor fellow was opening 
the lock. With liendish yi'lls and howls — the other 
convicts dying before him--“he made for his own 
working corner and squatted down. 

Tlie guai'd promptly enough suiTouuded him with 
hiiN^onets fixed ; even then, liuddoo, springing 
suddenly forward, plunged one of his knives into 
a Sepoy’s arm. At this moment the Poli-e Super- 
intendent,, a cool, calm Scot (who suhseipiently rose 
to liigh office in other (‘olonies), appeared on the 
scene, and hit upon the following ingenious device 
for taking the misc reant alive. 

Buddoo was (touched in a corner of a large, open 
work-shed with a low, four-foot mud wall all roun<1 
it by way of protection from the weather. Our 
canny Scot obtained a stout fishing-net from the 
village and had it adroitly thrown over Buddoo 
fj'om the outside, the police ran in, and Buddoo 
jumped up like a rabbit in a snare and was easily 
disarmed. 

1 happened (in virtue of another office I held at 
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the time) to be tlie e,r~ofiiclo Su])eriiiteji(lent of tlie 
jail, but I was out for a morning ride, and onl\' 
arrived just in time to see Bud<loo looked up, Cliang- 
Sij)g and t])e warder dead, while the policeman, was 
lying bandaged up, and sweepers were mopping up 
the blood. 

]ji my oftirnal report to the rnspector-deneral, 
while fe]i('itatijig the canny Scot, 1 ventured to hint 
that, had I been present myself, I should i)robably 
have ordered the guard to load with ball, given 
Buddoo two or three minutes by my wat(di to throw 
his knives forward, and on his failing to do so, 
should have shot him like a rat. 

I was gravely censured for tlie idc\‘i, but I think 
that even now, undt^r similar ci]*<'nmstances, with a 
life-('onvi<*t — a pirate and murderer from the first, 
who had just murdered two otlier men and wounded 
a third 1 shoidd <*errainly (htno the gibl)et of its 
due I'athcr than risk aiiol hiT lif(\ or another wound 
to any one. 
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A Convict Joker. 

A- somewhat eomici incident that occurred latcu- 
at the same prison on the coast may be found 
amusing to ni}" readers and a little refreshing also 
after the above sanguinary tale. 

The Senior Assistant- Judge was again in ofticial 
charge of the jail, a gentleman wlio died at Ratnagiri 
some years subse<picntly, beloved and regretted by all. 
The jail was about half full nf tlie criminal popula- 
tion of the district, wlieii some outbreak occun-ed 
among the Waghiris, a .semi-barbarous tribe near 
distant and sacre<l Dwarka. Diafts of prisoners, 
made in tin- so-called insurveetion were sent d« wn 
to Ratnagiri, to tlie infinite 'lisgust of the ( 'ivil 
Burgeon, who speedily foun«l skin diseases of various 
loathstme forms appearing in his hithe. to nearly 
empty Jail Hospital. 

Towards the end of May. ju-it l»efore the monsoon 
closes the seji traffic, it moved the Government at 
Bombay to send down another draft of genuine 
Bombay jail-birds, with whom the House of Correc- 
tion and the City Jail were incrtnveniently crowded. 
It was my duty to receive th(!se gentry on their 
debarkation from a BhepherdV steamer, and to seaich 
them then and there. I may mention, without 
in any way intending to cast reflection on the 
Bombay Jail authorities, that there was scarcely a 
man who had not somethuig contraband, such as 
tobacco or hemp decoction (Ganja) or opium, C(tn- 
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cealed somewhere about his person. One nimble 
youth had even three currency notes of rupees fifty 
each stowed away neatly under, or rather in, his 
ariapits. They were a motley (;rew, indeed- »-the 
sweepings of a large city — burglars, common thieves 
and pickpockets, swindlers of all castes and classes, 
many of them with fifteen, eighteen — one, I re- 
member, with twenty-two (iorrections standing to 
Ids credit. They <lid not contril)ute to the dis(npline 
of the jail, as may well l»e imagined. 

However, weeks rolled on, and they shook dowji 
fairly well, for “.lupiter Pluviiis’’ at Ratnagiri durnig 
the months of .lune and .July is calculated to damp 
the most ardent spirit. Rut the skin diseases 
sprea<l rapidly, and the Doctor, in despair, recom- 
mended that there should be weekly sea-bathing 
parades : this the Senior Assistant- Judge approved. 
Thei'c was a peculiarly suitable site for the purpose 
not far from the jail on the beach just below the 
Adawlat (the Judge’s re.sidence), where, a tidal river 
Hows out and meets the sea, forming an impassable 
bar throughout the Rainy Season. Accordingly, 
every Sunday morning the convicts were marched 
down in batches to the brink of the creek, when', 
surrounded by a strong cordon of armed Police, they 
were ordered to undress and bathe. Meantime, a 
boat conveyed half-a-dozen Police to the opposite 
.shore, lest any adventurous spirit might swim over 
and try to escape. The whole scene lay in panoramic 
view from the verandah of the Senior Assistant- 
Judge’s house above ; and the residents of the stfition 
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while taking 'H.Uiota Ilazri/’ or early Sunday break- 
fast, with our friend, could watch all that went on, 
and, with binoculars, easily disc'crn the features of 
thcrbathers below. 

Most of the convicts, of course rlelighted in the 
swim and there were many very expert swimmers 
among them ; but tlu^ Waghiris seemed to have a 
mortal aversion to cold \vater. it is said that the 
’Sboi'iginal black of Australia is the filthiest human 
l)eing under the sun. Ilottentots may run them 
close, no doubt, and the noble Ri'd man of North 
America, as I smelt him yeais ago, must be bad to 
beat, but I would (dieeifully )>a.ek those Waghiris 
against them all ! However, after being fon^c^d foj* 
several Sundays running into the watc‘r, tljc'y too 
l)e(iaine more approachabh*. Ihe general health of 
the prison steadily improved: our worthy C’ivil 
v^urgeon went alamt riil)bing his hands, while tlie 
jail consumption of sulphur ointment went down to 
next to zero. 

<)ne lovely Sunday moiaiing, during a break in 
the monsoon, the Civil Surgeon, myself, and two 
or three others were as usual up in the Adawlat 
verandah, when suddenly a violent commotion Avas 
visil)le among the bathers below — Policemen and 
bathers running over the sand towards the surging 
bar.” One of us fixing his binocular, exclaimed 
that a convict was being swept out to sea and was 
struggling in the surf. We all scampered down, 
except our host, Avho had to get something on 
besides his pyjamas; he was a wary man, and 



THE CD RE BY TRIANGLES, 


225 


bethought hiia to take a tJioroughly good look at 
the drowiiijig man with his ‘‘ Dollond '' Ijefore he 
left the veraiulah to join us, which he did (to our 
surprise) vnvy leisurely just as the supposed corpse 
was carried ashore by a coujde of fishermen who 
risked their lives to recover it. 

Stand ba('k% every one.” said he, “ the rasi'-al is 
only sliamming ! rve Ixam watching all liis antics^ 
in the water. He was either f)laying th(‘ fool, or 
])cnt on tryi]ig to es(*ape 1 Kxamine him, Doctor ! ” 

A very few moments elapsed, when the Doctor 
rose up, laughing, and pronouiK'od tluit the fellow 
(whose name, by the way, was Bindoo) was as well 
as any of us, and was shamming dead— he was not 
even exhausted ! 

Get u]), Bindoo,” (pioth the Judge. No move- 
ment. “ Lift him up,” said the Doctor. Down 
dropped the body, all anyhow! 

“ Bindoo, ii* you don’t get up and walk back 
to jail, you will be flogged 1” Jhiidoo never stirred, 
beyond giving vent to a few spasmodic gasps. 

'' V^ery well, Bindoo 1 I shall send for the 
triangles.” A policeman was accordingly sent off to 
have the triangles and the “(‘at” brought down by 
a couple of convicts. All the time, while we were 
laughing and chatting and tipping the two fisher- 
men, Bindoo never iiKJved a limb, though it was easy 
enough to perceive his eflbj*ts not to show his 
breathing. 

The little cortege with the triangles, and a 
stalwart warder “ cat ” in hand, in due course 

Q 
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xirrived, and the triangles were set up close to 
Bindoo. 

Now, Doctor,” quoth our judicial friend, “ be 
goDd enough to examine the man carefully, and tell 
me if he is in good health, and can bear a dozen 
lashes.” 

“ Sound as a roach — would bear twenty, easy.” 

‘‘Well, Bindoo,” said the Judge in Maratta, “ Tm 
going to tie you up and give you a dozen lashes 
if you don’t get up tins instant.” 

A slight scjuirm of Bindoo’s body, his eyes opened 
slightly, and ejaculating, “ Yih burra Zoolum hai ! ” 
(this is big bullying). Bindoo sullenly rose to his feet 
and shook himself, and after muttering occasionally 
that lie would appeal to the “ Burra Recorder Saheb ” 
(tlio High Court Judges), he v^■eut off quietly to the 
jail, being made to take his turn now and again at 
carrying the triangles. 

Poor Bindoo ! He never saw tlic sea again till 
he had served out his sentence. AV"e afterwards 
ascertained that tlie man — wlio could give j)oints 
to any London professor of diving — ^was perhaps 
the most noted swimmer and diver on the coast. 
Opinions differed, but my own conviction is that 
he was simply having a lark and had no real inten- 
tion of es( raping. 



( 227 ) 


CHAPTER XXIL 

I.OAFKRS. 


Part I. 

Maxy of iny observant readers will probably at some 
time or otlier in tlieir up-eonntiy life have seen a 
crow in the course of his predatory wandojiiigs, 
when he lias discovered the craftily-hidden nest 
of some outlaying guinea-hen. AA’ith what ecstasy 
does he proceed to scratcdi an egg out into the open ; 
with what vigour docs he drive his pii'kaxe-like 
l)eak at the shell, fondly expecting that, like other 
eggs, ho will pierce and break it, and be speedily 
devouring the luscious yolk therein ! Dig ! dig ! 
Peck! peck ! The smooth, har<l bi'own shell, to his 
amazement, resists his beak, and the egg rolls a little 
way off. He tries another, and yet another, equally 
in vain. "'The devil's in the eggs," quoth he, as 
he hops to one of them, and, steadying himself on 
one leg, tries *to grasp the egg with the elaw of 
the other, with a view to delivering a deadly dig 
at the apex. No go ! The egg fi*om its peculiar 
shape is not to be firmly grasped, and his beak is 
useless. Beside himself with rage, he tries to lift 
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heavy for him, or he cannot grasp it firmly. In 
his despair — caw! caw! axw! — he summons to the 
spot all the crows in the vicinity, and they rake 
out that nest : they all try with l)eak' and claw, but 
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the ‘‘ divil ” an egg can they fraeture. Meantiuie 
their claDiour lia-s attracted the atleution of tlie cook- 
l)oy, the g<‘irdejjer, or the herd-boy, who, bethinking 
liiinself of a possible snake, hastens, sti('k in hand; to 
the spot and promptly poin^hes the whole setting. 

Mu(‘h as great a puzzle was, and perhaps still is, 
the dusty, dirty British loafer to the u})-country 
policeman or to the village Bat(h 'l'lK‘y do not 
know what on oartli to do with him. The man had 
probalJy slouched in the village^, from nowhere in 
particular soon aftcj* the sun be('ame liot, and had 
either betaken Jiimself at om-e to the villagt^ rest- 
house, or to some oul-lyhig, shady-looking shed, 
extending himself full length, with a log or his 
scanty bundle for a pillow. A mighty serviceable- 
looking shillelagh r(‘poscs bcsid(‘ him. The village 
curs bark at him — from a distance, Jdeit eiitendu. 
The village children, I(*aviiig their dung pies half 
knearled, peep in h'ai'i'iilly at him. Two or three 
women, carrying water-pots on llieii- heads, j)ass by, 
glance at him, and hiuTy on, gatliejing the folds of 
their '' saris ” * over their faces, and muttering a few 
words of prayer for protection to their favourite 
deity. The trusty Mhar, or village watcliman, soon 
hears of him, comes and looks, and makes off to 
report that a '^Haheb^'is lying asleep or drunk at 
such a place. 

For none of these things does the loafer ('arc one 
jot. He would call to the children to come and 
play with him, but he is too lazy, too hot, perhaps 
Woman’s dress. 
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too tired ; besides, lie knows well that he must keep 
quiet, “ lie low ” for the present, and that it will 
all come right presently. Sure enough, the Police 
Patel of the village soon makes appearance accom- 
panied by a shopkeo 2 ier or two and ever attended 
by the trusty Mliar. Loafer lazily lifts himself on 
his elbow, and then something like the following 
conversation ensues ; — 

“ Sahel) ! Salaam,” salutes the Patel. 

“ Slam ! old chap ! ” says the loafer who always 
has a very fair smatteiing of the worst Hindoostani 
at his- command. 

“ Does the Saheb want a guide ? ” (“ Sahcb 

Bhoomia maiigta?”) asks the Patel, whose first 
anxiety is to get the white man out of his village 
•ns speedily as j)ossible. 

“Nay, nay, old fellow, "tag gya sO.ie mangta’ 
(tired, want to sleejr) — ‘ peechee jacga ’ ” (will go 
afterwards). 

“ Bhdt atcha, Saheb, aur khooch mangta ? ” (Very 
well, Saheb, do you want anything else 1) 

“ Here, Dekho, old man ! I’m beastly hungry .and 
thirsty, don’t you see ? (‘ Bhdt bhookS, Samja ? 

Kooch bi do.’) Give me something,” slapping his 
stomach and opening his mouth significantly. 

A little confabulation between the Patel and his 
companions, and the Patel says, “ Atcha Saheb — ham 
bech dega ” (All right, Saheb, I’ll send), and makes off 
while Loafer, sitting up, calls after him, “ Right you 
are, old cock ! only be a little ‘ jeldie ■ ” (quick). 

Loafer composes himself to sleep, cursing the flies 
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and creation generally, or if lie lias a little baccy ” 
he sits up and smokes, spitting around quite 
genially. 

After a time the Mhar again apj)ears, with a pevt of 
milk, a goodly platter of chow-pattis (unleavened 
cakes), perhaps a hard-l)oiled egg or two, a bunch 
of plantains — possibly even with a small piec^e ^of 
native-£]frown tobacco. Loafer eats and drinks his 
fill, lazily amusing himself by throwing pieces of 
l)i*ead to the village', dogs who crowd round to 
fight over the morsels. He then be.takes himself t<> 
solid repose, and sleeps the sleep of tlu* just till 
evening. 

In the meantime the Patel has not been idle : a 
messenger has l)een sent over to the nearest Poli(*o 
Post with a letter reporting that a sojer ’ (white 
soldier), 'not a Haheb,’ had arrived iu the villagt^, 
they were afraid, and wanted a Sepoy to come — 
( Jod knows what might happen ! ’’ The blue-coat 
preserver of the peace duly arim^d with his musket, 
probably turns up in the evening and proceeds t(v 
interrogate our Loafer. 

'' AVhere has the Sahel) come from ? ’’ 

‘‘From Bombay.'" 

“ Where are you going ? " 

“ To Nagpore, darn yer ! " 

“ Is the Saheb in a ' Phalton " (Eegiment), or does 
he belong to the big Tlailvray ? ” 

“Phalton be d d; going to a 'jaga" (employ- 

ment) at Nagpur.” 

“ But, Saheb, this is not on the right road ; Saheb 



232 FOLICEMAN PUEELED—MOUE HOSPITALITY. 


.sliould hiXYc gone by train from Pimpalgjium ” 
(mentioning tlic nearest railway station). 

“ Tell yer 1 won’t ! Shall go as 1 choose ; I ain’t 
■done anything ! ” 

“ Very well, Salieb ! 1 shall report to the Burra 

(Big) Saheb.” 

“All right ! Report, and be d d ! ” 

Exit blue-coat— Jjoafer coutoinptnonsly expectora- 
ting and “darning” tite “whole biling of peelers.” 
Blu(',-coat advises the Patel to let Loafer have some 
mf)re food at night and to give him a few bundles 
of straw to lie upon, but on no account to let him 
have any liquor. Blue-coat tlien pi'csently pays a 
visit to the liquor shop and solemnly warns the 
owner of the pains and penalties lie will incur by 
sujiplying the white man with anytliing to drink. 

Loafer has a capital suiiper with perhaps some 
“currybhat” (curry and rice) provided by a charit- 
able shopkeeper : he may or may not (usually he 
does not) try it on at the liquor shop : he has a 
splendid night, and by the time the \'illage is astir 
he is well on his leisurely way to some other village. 
He does not make long marches. Loafer doesn’t : six 
or seven miles is far enough I'or him, with many little 
halts while he admires the scenery, or finds himself 
interested in the field work going on around him. 
An ordinary irrigation well with its Persian wheel 
and ramp lias fascination for him and at such spots 
he is pretty sure to get a few plantains to eat, or a 
stick of sugar-cane to chew. AVhen the sugar-cane 
is crushing he is in clover, for it is de rigumr with 
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tlie li().s{)ital)le faiiuer then to give a plenteous drink 
of the fresh juic'c to all (H>mers. At such times then 
he often passes a week or more in the neighbour- 
hood of the Sugar Presses, supplied witJi abundant 
Kirbee,’' or straw, to make a wigwam of by day 
and to sleep upon at night, always generously fed by 
the farmer and his people. At siu'h times he has 
even been suj^^posed— dlcfAt — to mak(' himself 

useful in some sort of easy, lazy wny ! — Imt these 
reports recjuiro confirmation 1 

As a rule J^oafin- nerver steals — rarely drinks any- 
thing strongei’ tlian milk or fresh toddy jui(!e ; he is 
never mindi more trucailent in his manner tlian 1 
have above depicted him. (Vunmonly, he is a mild, 
good-tempered soul, behaving well to the ])(‘ople and 
usually a favourite with the childinn. If he finds his 
quarters (‘omfortable and stops on he s(.)on becomes 
friends with the village elders ; his pidgeon ’’ 
I[indoostani suffi(tes to make himself fairly (amipre- 
hensible and he is absolutely insatiable Avith his 
questions. “Phot bat kaj*ta (He talks an awful 
lot), said a Patel to me oiwa. “ He asks questions all 
day long. Is he goijig to be a missionary, or what 
is he, Saheb ? ” 

The career of such a loafer as I have descj*ibed was 
often a long one ; many of them, to my knowledge, 
travelled over the greater part of India withr)ut a 
four-anna bit they could call their own, behaving 
decently and being right hospitably trea^ted wherever 
they went. They did no harm to any one so the 
law did not much trouble about them. Tlie villagers 



234 “ THEY W08 VERY GOOD TO ME, THEY WOS ! ” 

did not particidarly object to tliem, onfy they were 
mighty glad to see the last of them, especially if they 
were sickly, for it would have been a terrible calamity 
if aay white man died in the village precincts. 

Truculent or drunken loafers, on the other hand, 
had not a very 2)rolonged run, though even to them 
— principally, no doubt, from fear, but partly owing 
to the innate kindliness of our Aryan brethren — 
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mistiiitod hosjdtality was sliowu. TJiese ruffians, 
wdio usually had a l)ad record, were soon followed up 
and run in.’' In the end they naturally gravitated 
to the large cities and to the Ihurisidency towns, 
where they were kept tolerahly under control, as I 
shall hereafter relate. 

Loafers, of course, have each his own history, 
which it is not difficult to trace. Occasionally, but 
rarely, it is a very pitiful one. Ordinarily, the 
record of the ruffian is that of a ruffian from start to 
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finisLi ; thief, c»r pickpocket, or village ne’er-do-well 
in his boyhood, ho has enlisted, or gone to sea, has 
been discharged with ignominy, or run away ; or has 
worked his way out to the “ Injees ” on the oft- 
chance of getting employment on the Railways ; or 
he has got employment and been kicked out ; drink 
and dissipation in the lai-ge towns have ruined him, 
body and soul : — desperation finally drives him 
into the interior whore he ho])es for jM'ace, and has 
heard that the “ niggers ” arc* very kind. They 
wos very good to me, thev wos,’" in the v^ery words 
used by poor “to” oi' “ Tom-all-alones.”* was almost 
the last sentouee a, poor dying wret<--h uttered to 
me once. 

The record of tlie liarniles.s, olije(*.tless, plausildi*. 
loafer is, on llie otlua* liaud, nearly always a simple 
^•ecord of llie most incorrigilile idleness. .Feckless’’ 
lads, they drifted ratlier than Imnl ; their instincts, 
on the whole, were good and kept them from diink, 
riotous living, and dishoiu*sty, mostly possessed of 
fair intelligence — some of them even cunning crafts- 
men, easily able to earn a gXKxl livelihood if 
they chose, but they never did choose — iicvcr ovfU’- 
eame apathy — lived only for the day, cOTing notliing 
for what the morrow might bring. These, as they 
drifted aimlessly iip-coiintiy, became imbued with 
Bohemian haliits — they loved the open air, the free- 
dom of their useless lives — caring nought, so long 
as they were not molested — well fed, they knew they 
always would be. 

See ‘ Bleak House,’ by Charles Diekeus. 
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(.)f belli these types, with a large admixture of 
the criminal and scmi-erimhml classes, is mainly 
composed that vast army of the “ (ireat un- 
employed ’’ — the b.ane of the Home Setiretary — the 
<lread of Ijondon and every large city in Great 
Britain — at on<:;e the disgrace and the curse of their 
country. 

On one memorable o(*,casu)n, however, it Avas 
my lot to eiK'ounter a most mysterious loafer 
who belonged, so far as 1 have (‘V('t been able to 
ascertain, to neither of these types. It was in 
tliis way. 

Just before the Pension Pay Frauds discovered by 
(V)ll, which I have related at the (xmimenc'ement of 
this series of papers, I rode out with C-olt t(' a 
“ Ghaut ]‘oad, or incline, which he was making 
about ludf-Avay between r)a])oolie and Khed. lie 
was substituting a fairly practii'alJe ('art-road, Avith a 
gradient of about 1 ft. in 30 ft., for the zigzag bullock 
track that had existed for ages Avith a Avorn track 
about I in 10. There were Iavo or three hundied 
men and AAonieu at Avork, and a good deal of drilling 
and blasting going on ; so, Avhile Colt descended to 
insj)ect, I too dismounted and seated on a comfort- 
able boulder viewed the fair landscape below. 

Suddenly I made out Avhat Avas ('1 early a Briton's 
straw hat far below me, the wearer of it gradually 
hovc‘ in sight. It was a steep climb, so I had 
ample time to take stock of him as he paused now 
and again to mop his broAVS and to gaze over the 
valley through Avhich he had just passed. He was a 
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)•<-! Iioalfliy rod — Riio-lislinian of about forty, very 
itly (da.(l as to liis iiiiderstaiKlinjjfs, oaviying a 
\v!d:o (oat and a sina]] Imiidle over liis slioulders ; in 
Lis riglit hand one of those long a]penstock-s|;aped 
(anos peculiar to Kanara, the whole topped up by a 
stoutly-made and very bi'oad-brimmed straw hat. 
He was above the average height and very power- 
fully built, with curly red-brown hair and large 
Tnou.sta(die, and a tremendous red beard flowing to 
his waist. A fine open countenance, but very 
j'OBolute-looking mouth, completes the description of 
as fine a loolving specimeji of the British }*ace as one 
would Avish to see. 

I knew OA'cry Englishman in the District/, and, 
indeed, there was not one living \Authin one liundred 
miles eastward of the yhuT I sat; upon ; so, while 
he was toiling up tlie ascent I ran my mind over 
the descriptions of various deserters then Avanted, 
but he was (dearly not one of tluun. At last he 
topped the rise a Jew yju'ds from jne and very civilly 
defied his straAv hat, mopping his head avIuIca he bade 
me “ <iood morning, sir/' 

‘Ah)od morning,” 1 said; you've had a pretty 
stiff climb : sit doAvn and rest- a. bit.” 

Ife comi)li(.‘d, ol^seiwing — 

“ Got a l)it of baccy A\uth you, sir ? ” 

T had, and in my holster also a lug fiask of cold 
tea, <jf which* Ave partook together. Presently he 
said — 

‘‘'Tain't much of a climb after th‘»se I'a^c made 
beyond,” pointing generally s(mth and eastward. 
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“Ah!” quoth I, “you’ve had a loiigish tramp 
then ! Where from, where to ? ” 

“ That’s tellings,” he replied, and seemed to 
become at once what North-countrymen call “ main 
surly.” 

At this moment Colt reappeared, his inspection 
over. 1 tipped him a wink (to use a vulgarism) — 
he too sat down and we tiled hard to jiump our 
friend, lait all in vain; he would only repeat, over 
and over again, that he was going his own way 
and wasn’t going to be stopped by any one. 

“ All right, my friend,” said Colt, “ no one wants 
to sto[) you ; but, yon see, wn? are the Magistrate and 
I*oliee Superintendent of the district and we’ve g<)t 
to see that in these troublous times all Europeans are 
safe. Now, be the sensible man yon are, and come 
along and put up a fe-w miles hence with a grand old 
English Pensioner who has .seen service, as I’m sure 
you have 1 ” 

“ An old English Pensioner ! that will I ! ” .said 
the man. “ Is’t far from here, for I’m main faint ? ” 

AVe told him it was only two miles off at the very 
side of the road he was travelling. 

The grand old Pensioner waxs I)aniel Monk, Pen- 
sioned Conductor of the Ordnance Department, the 
old recluse of whom I made mention in the second 
part of my Pensions’ Fraud tale. We told our friend 
— who said his name was Johnson (good useful name, 
Johnson !) — that we would ride on and tell Monk to 
have breakfast ready, and that we ourselves hoped 
to see him later on. Item : we had friend Johnson 
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carefully watched and followed at a distance by 
certain Mhars wo could trust. He went, however, 
straight on, and was received at his gate by good old 
Monk who had a hot bath and breakfast ready for 
him. We called in the evening and were concerned 
to find that Johnson had a smart attack of asrue, to 
wliich he said he was subject, lliis kept him at 
Monk's for some days. In the meaiitimc I liad ascer- 
tained from Mr. Forjett, the far-fVimed tbmmissioner 
of IN:)]i(*.e in T)oml>ay, that he, Jolinson, was not 
amono the list of those ''wnnted" for desertion or 
anything else. 

Monk had ]mmped liim all he knew, lint without 
much result. All h(‘ <a>u]d tell us was that he was 
tattooed on the ('best with an anchor and a heai’t 
and that he ('ertainly had been with reel's Naval 
Battery at LiK.^know, that h(‘ was going to Bombay, 
and was intent on going the sliortest roadl tlirough 
Habsfin, the terriiory of the Nawab of Jinjira, with 
whom the British Oovernment was at that time at 
Inggerlieads, and where tlie <a*ew of an Etiglisli sm- 
veying vessel liad just been stoned wlien landing for 
water. 

Colt and I were decided that Johnson must not go 
by that route : Johnson was ccjually determined he 
would go that way and no other. 

‘‘ Law, bless you," he said, ‘‘ nobody Avill ill-treat 
me. Why, they've fed me well, and forwarded me 
on from village to village all the way from south 
of Cochin, right through the Portagee c'ountry 
(Goa), and wouldn't take an anna from me, though 
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I offered it ! I’ve quite enough money, gentlemen, 
about me —let me have my own way, for God’s 
sake ! ” 

However, it was finally decided that Colt should 
take his passage to Bombay in a cabin “ pattimar ” 
(native Vi'ssel), such as usually worked in those days 
between Hurnee and Bondtay. 

Johnson came aboard all right and the vessel was 
to sail at early dawn, but after we left him Johnson 
persuaded the “ Tindal,” or native captain to put 
him ashore “ for something he had forgotten.” He 
never turned uji again, and the shi|) sailed without 
him. Hurnee is a short eleven miles from Bankote 
at the boundary of the Habsap territory. Johnson 
walked over in the course of the night, persuaded the 
ferryman to ferry him over, and from that moment 
was lost to us. 

The Political Department was set in motion to 
gain tidings of him, and it was found that he got up 
as far as Jiiijira (the capital of Habsaii), and there 
shipjied on a native vessel bound for Bombay. Mr. 
Forjett subsequently a.scertaiued ^for me that a man 
answering to his description had shipped as mate on 
some s(piare-riggcd craft liound for the Mauritius. 

If Jolmson be still rtlive and should by any chance 
read this little tale, he is earnestly reej^uested to com- 
municate with the writer, who is sincerely desirous of 
knowing his history and especially how he fared in 
the Habsiin territory. lie would not, I am sure, 
have taken ship there if he had found the people as 
hospitable as those farther south. 
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JoliiisoD was of just tlio stuff to sucrcod in any of 
our (‘olonics, and, niaylm, lie is now Blank Jolmson, 
l's(juire, a gl‘cy-ll(^aded J5x-Colonial Leirislator and 
a millionaire, in wliieli case T pray his pardon 
for making jmhiic* this little page of liis eventful 
lii story. 
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CHAPTEJi XXIir. 


J.OAFEKS. 


V A n T 1 L 

It will, of course, be uuderstood that niy attempt 
to delineate a loafer’s life in tht^ j)i'C{^cding chapter 
related rather to old times — before liis existem^e 
had forced itself on public iioti('e, and it became 
absolutely necessary to tackle Jiim seriously- —in other 
woj’ds, legislatively. 

It was al)Oiit the beginning of the gjcat spe(ai]ation 
mania that set in in Bombay in 18(>2~i);> — a mania to 
which, I believe, if fa<'ts and figures were compared, 
the South Sea 8chemc would sink into insignificance 
— that the loafer came to the front. How many are 
alive still to remember tliose silver times ? When 
Reclamation schemes turned everybody’s l)rain — 
when Back Bays ” fluctuated between twenty and 
forty-five thousand rupees premium — when ‘‘Maza- 
uons” and ‘^Colabas” followed suit--*-when there 
was a new Bank or a new Financial ” almost every 
day — ^when it was a common thing, in strolling from 
your office to the dear old Indian Navy Club, to stop 
a moment in the seething Share jVfarkct and ask 
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your broker, ‘‘ Well, Mr. B., or Boimi.nji ! wliat's 
doiijg?’' ‘M)h, sir! So-and-so Financials are rising 
— they say Prcnn'hiiiid is buying.'^ Ah ! well, just 
buy me fifty or a hundred shares'' (as your inclina- 
tion prornptiul you). You went to your tiffin/' or 
luiK'heon, at that memorable long table ; you ordered 
a pint of champagne — no one cv(ir drank any tiling 
but ('hampagne in those days — you tri(*(l to get as 
near as possible to l)o(*tor 1). or j)oor T., the 
presiding geniuses of the meal, to obtain an 
“ allotment ” of a cia'tain toast, which T. was justly 
celebrated for, (Jetting this, you were filled with 
exultation, for it was, and with reason, reganhMl as 
th(‘. jweeursor of other and more Im'rative ‘‘ allot- 
nunits." Four o’(to(*k saw you on your way ba<‘k to 
otiiee, and you stojijKMl to ask your broker how your 
finaiK'ials ' stood. ‘‘ Uising slowly, sir ! " would be 
the answer; with a ('aim consi'ienee you said, 
“ lh(.‘U jilease sell mine,*’ and the morrow brought 
you a ehc(-iuc for lift 3 ^ a hundred, or two liundred 
rupe(vs, as the case might be. 

Why does not some alder pen than mine give an 
historical ac(mmt of this great mania ? AAhen 
fortunes were made and lost in a few days ; wlan 
the fatal tclegrain came announcing the peace 
between the TnoiIIi and South. American States, 
and all oiiv *housi‘s of cards came tumbling ubout 
our cars — when* l>a('k Bays (of whi('li I was the 
liappy possess(n* of rose to half a lakli premium — 
when ‘‘allotments” were sent to you “ willv^ nilly,” 
mostly worth some money — when poor Doctor IX 

f> •> 
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and Mr. T. were millionaires on ])a})er ! Many a 
patlietic story (-onld be related of those .times, 
and of the awful crisis afterwards ; and of none 
could anything 1)0 more pathetic, related than that 
of my old friend, Mi*. T. T do not know if he 
is still in the hind ol‘ flu^ living. If he is, he will 
pardon me. He was no ein])ty-l)agg(‘d speculator, 
he had a handsome fortune when the mania set in, 
he had a lucrative appointment, vvhi(*h he gave 
up in his fatuous belief in the golden (‘ra which 
had dawned upon Bombay, and he was left hy 
many a man vvliom he raised from j)ov(‘rly to 
affluence — how ? 

It was at this time, wlum the majoiity of ('itiztms 
at Bombay were just as mad as the Uyots (eulti- 
vators) in the ('otton distri<'ts, with their silver- 
tyred wheels, that Bombay, magiud-liki*, attracted 
‘Mioafer.’’ From far and near they I'migratcd to 
Bombay as to an Eldorado. Thi^y infested the 
streets, they wandered about tlu^. sul)urbs, they 
b(‘camc (the best of them) supervisors ovei* th(‘ 
gangs of labourers on the IJeclaination works. The}* 
offered their valuable serviees as ocitasioiuil ‘^gar- 
deners” on Malaliar Hill, and many tliousands of 
lieautiful rose trees and other shrubs did they 
destroy ! Foolish people s(]uandercd money on 
them, as a natural conse([uence, “ Loafei*” became 
a public nuisanc'e, and the newsjiajiers of the day 
teemed with complaints about them. The ([uasi- 
] )hilanthropists, the easy-going (*hari ta ble people, 
shelled out rupees to them without any ^ort of 
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iii(|niry. Loafer waxed fat; lie took to drink, he 
])eeaiue ii]aT^aTioii8- ~'()ccasionally lie did a little 
l)iisiije8s in frii>'liteiiiiyi^' ladies left alone for the 
day, and at last: he heeanie an cxcreseeiu'c that 
could no longer be endured. 

Th(^ (h)vernnienl of Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, eom- 
])(*1](m] to tak(‘ the matter up, <a>nvened a commission 
to ‘'inquire and to rec'ommemr' in tln^ usual flatulent 
])arlane(i of a (Jovcn'iiment Itesolution. The (‘hief 
Alagistrate, Mr. ihirton, was the Ihesident. Sir 
Frank Soiitei’, th(' ( Vnnmissiomu* of l\))ico, and 
Mr. (.)om])ertz, long connected with the Strangers’ 
and Sailors Homes, were two of the inembiTS. I 
will not aitemi)t to d()s<a*il)(* the fun related of this 
C'ommission, pai’tly because some of the (Commission 
may be still alive, partly because I should be writing 
of matters of only local and temporary interest. In 
the result, a Vagrancy Ad was drafted and adopted, 
and is now, so fai* as I am aware, the law which 
governs " Ijoafc]*.” By it a Vagrant ' Ward was 
established in tlie Byiadla rlail, and w^as very soon 
full of loafers of all sorts and kinds, x^ery disgusted 
with themselv(\s and humanity in general, and the 
curtailment of tlie liberty of the subject in their 
own persons. The Act also 2)rovided for the tj'aiis- 
mission of xaigrants up-country to Bombay, and 
for their • t’ompulsory deportation under {‘crtain 
circumstajicos. 

A ftiw ycai-s after this occurred a most laugha1)le 
incident of the up-country loafer. To relate it, I 
must go back some years. In 1857 or 1858, whoi 
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Lord Elpliinstone was pushing every available white 
soldier to the front, there was a half regiment or so 
of the 33rd (Duke of Wellington's Own) retained at 
Poonali. It had to take the guard over the Civil 
Treasury, a place where there was always a goodly 
stock of rupees. (_)ne night, with these Europeans 
on guard, a very large sum of cash in bags dis- 
appeared. I believe it was six tLousand rupees, in 
three bags of two tliousand rupees eacdi. Tliei'c 
was not tlie faintest clue to tlie tlieft'—nor has 
there ever been to this liour, tlioiigh I must (ionfess 
1 should niu(‘li have liked to inspect the l)ooks 
of certain well-known and highly-respected native 
l)ankers of that city. 

Time went on, when one day, n)any years after- 
wards, Sir Frank Soiiter ]*eceived an otfi(‘ia] in- 
timation from Nagpoor, re(iuesting him to send 
up a European oflicer and good suixmlinates to take 
(‘harge of a certain European loafer " there appre- 
hended, who declared that lie was one of tlie 
33rd regimental guard on duty on the night of 
the rolibery, knew all about the (‘xime, and where 
the treasure was still concealed. Sir Frank com- 
plied, and the loafer in question was taken safely 
down to Kalian, and thence up to Poonah. There 
he was supplied with a fatigue party, and they 
dug here, and they dug there, as he directed them. 
It is true, no doubt, that Poonah — the Wanowrie 
part of it especially — had immensely changed 
since 1858. Loafer alleged this change as his 
chief difficulty in spotting ” the place where the 
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treasure had been buried. The men worked away 
indefatigably wherever he sai<l. Al)out 11 A.M., 
w'hen the suii was getting mighty hot, and the 
fatigue party mighty tliirsty, Loafer threw himself 
on the ground with roars of laughter, A^ociferating, 

“ I’ve only been making hares of yer I I niA'er Avas 
iu the ^iOrd, and I knoAv just nothing. Years agone 
J saw an aceount iu a newsjiaper of this ’(u-e I'obbery, 
and 1 thought I’d have a l»it of a lark Avitli it some 
day, and get down to Ih)nd»a5'.” 

By telegra|i]i and l>y h.-tter it was ascertained 
that tin's joker had never l)ecn in the Army at 
all ; as a matter of fact, he anus, in h)rmer years, 
a railway employed lie sttored all round, for he 
c,ould not be proceeded against. He got to Bom- 
bay, and was comfortably depoited in due course to 
Ihigland. 

No account of Bombay loafers would be complete 
without a I'cference to tlie harmless old fellow whose 
death, 1 think, I read of two or three years ago. For 
a quartei- of a ceutiny oj- more, C'ollins, I believe he 
was named, was to b<> found somew’here or othej’ 
squatted hi some favourite nook in the Fort, his 
preference being for some lane opposite Watson’s 
Grand Hotel. Many of us thought that he Awas an 
Armenian, and his features faA'oured this sujiposition. 
He never *soiicitcd alms — in fact, he never spoke, but 
there was a mute appeal in his sad, worn-looking 
eyes, a dignity in his gi-and face, with its long- 
grey beard flowing to his waist, which attracted 
the passer-by, and made him forget the squalid 
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iippearauce of tliis curious old fellow. Many a coiii 
was silently passed into liis hands hy European and 
Native, and as silently received, to be immediately 
put away in some place of concesilment in the bundle 



t)f indescribable rags which made uji' his clothes. 
Ho was • popularly supposed to have lost his wits in 
his youth, after some great domestic affliction, but 
there wais nothing in his eye that betokened a weak 
intellect — at any rate, he was quite harmless, and 
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THE J^UTNCE OF WALES^ VISIT. 

v«‘is olHc-ially tolei'atccl by tJie Poli(jc. To wliat lair 
ii(? retreated at iiiglit is ])est known to tliein. Wlien 
be died, if I reineniber arigbt, a (juite respectable sum 
of money was found about his person. 

In conclusion of my brief account of loafers, and 
in support of my (contention tliat Natives are wonder- 
fully generous and kind to the mean white, it will 
be appropriate that J should r(H*all a very toiudiing 
incident that occuitcmI during tlie visit of II is lloyal 
Highness tin* Priin/e of Wales to .Boml)ay. TIjc 
popular gaz(*. was tlien towards j’oyalty ; tlje jiopular 
mind Avas almost entirely 0 (‘nu])i(Hl Avith tJu* g]*eat 
pageants that f<.)r a Avdiole week followed each oilier 
in (juick siu'-cession, so that this parthmlar iinudimt 
may not Jiave been known to or noted by many 
persons. 

Among tin* Ibilitical agents, cac'li with Ins jiai*- 
thiular Hajah oi NaAVab in tow, who -were summon(*d 
to Bombay for J.ord NinlJilirook’s and, afterAvards, 

f(jr the iloyal Ausit, Avas Mr. 0 , the gentleman 

who, I l)(4ieve, was the first Municipal ClomniissLomu* 
of Ikimbay, the man who built the Markets ('alh*d 
after his name. It was fully five years sine** his 
connea^tion AAuth the (.-ity had ceased, and ceriainly 
neither mark(‘t-dealers nor stalhholders had llie 
remotest expectation that he c<juld ever do anything 
for them* again. It was notorious, how(iver. that 
they had on nnire than one (x^casion A\dien he a isitial 
the market giA^en him (juite an oAmion. 

Now, it Avill be remembered that on a cei*tain day, 
the 12th of November, 1875, it Avas arranged tliat 
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as a part of the programme a “jolly good dinner” 
should he given to all the soldiers and sailors then 
in the City. The iiurahcr of these who actually sat 
down ultimately was over two thousand. 

While the- preparations for this Cargantuan meal 
were j)rogi-essing, a self-constituted (■omfnittee of 
the mai'ket-dealers asked the worthy Superintendent, 
Mr. Patrick Higgins, to co-operate with them, and 

to send Mr. C - a sort of “ round-rohin,” which 

wais to the effect that they saw and he;ird on (wevy 
side the extensive arrangements being made to 
banquet every one but the j)00J' w'hite man, such as 
the vagrants and the European convicts in the jails, 
the inmates of the Strangers’ and other ] loincs, and 
the poor pensioners. To show, therefore, their grati- 
tude to Mr. C in a way that h(^ might accept, 

an<l that would be specially acceptabh^ to him, they 
liad determined on the same day, and at the sainc 
houi’ as the soldiers and .sailors were to be feasted 
on the Esplanade, to give a good S(]uare meal to all 
th(! [)oor whites in Bombay. Ijetails wtwe left to 

Mr. C , and they bound themselves to comply 

with any indents for meat, vegetables, bread, and 
groceries that Mr. Higgims, the Market Suj)eriuten- 
dent, should make. The American Ice. Company 
gave ice ad lib., and mineral waters in abundance 
were given by sundry other firms. ■ „ 

Not being on duty that day, 1. obtained per- 
mission to accompany the Rev. J n R n 

(who, I think, was out as a special correspondent 
for some newspaper) and Mr. C ^ to all the 
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places I Lave named above, where over one hundred 
and twenty nnfVa’tunate “ mean whites ” partook of 
at least as good a dimier as was given to Tommy 
Atkins and Jack Tar on the Esplanade. At each 
place a few words wei’e said to the men, many ’of 
whom were visildy affected. « 

Yef it is commonly asserted that our Aryan 
bi'cthrcii are destitute f>f the virtiu' of nratitude. 
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CIIiM'TEIt X.XIV. 

IIECKIVKRS OF STOLEN GOODS AND (U,)JNEKS. 


Eeoeivehs. 

1 HAVE as yet said little or notlim<;‘ about recT'ivers 
of stolen goods, or fences/’ as they were (tailed in 
former days — and still are occtasionally — in London. 
I doul)t if tlie King of the Fen(*es — Fagiii tlie 
unforgettable — combining the reccupt of any and 
everytliing purloined with the careful (tulture of 
}^outhful criminals, is, or ever has been, known in 
the llesh in the far East. I do not remember 
that (Jeneral Charles llervcy in either of his publi- 
(tations mentions one. I myself never encountered 
o]ie. The edu(3atiou of thicA^es, pickpockets, burglars, 
ami da(t(jits is almost a caste matter — a mere 
(piestion of heredity. Thief, burglar, or dactoit 
follows the (tailing of his forefathers, stimulated by 
unwritten traditions, extuted to emulation of the 
deeds of their elders around them. There is no 
place for a general practitioner like the accursed Jew. 

Take away the educational side of this double- 
dyed scoundrel, and there remains but the mere 
('ommon-place rfde of the receiver, and of tliese in 
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Indifi, pciiiiips more than in any land, there has 
always been an (’inharros de richexf^c. Among llie 
petty tra<ler,s, Wanias, (loozars, Marwarris, and the 
like, it will scarcely he lihellous to say that ninety- 
five per cent, have at some time or other in thfcir 
lives been guilty of receiving stolen property, 
whethei- by way of pur(;hase ^ or pawn deposits, 
knowing, or having the best of reasons for supposing, 
it had l.)een steJeu. Even among the very well-b^-do 
of these (Jiistes, and among tJie lirahmin and all 
Hindoo sowkars or bauke.rs, tliere are not many who 
have not yielded to tempt.i1.ion when it has assaihal. 
them on a sufficiently lai’ge scfde. 

The nearest approach to Fagin, and by far the 
most dangerous to the public good, arc', those; J)etty 
traders found in <a’ near a c;intonment whei’C British 
troops arc (jUiirtered. Even Uudyard Kipling will 
admit that there a>\' some 'J’ommy Atkinses in every 
regiment, who are hopeh'ssly bad, win) were well 
known to the Police in England before they took 
the (Queen’s shilling, iiiid that there are certain 
corps, very gallant in action, which contain, probably 
l.)y reason of their recruiting- grounds being in tainted 
towns, a very large admixture of the scmi-eriniinal 
classes. 

Men of this stamp .are not many weeks or days 
at their n^;W (juarters before they make ac.cjuaintance 
of Saloo Mecya, the rag and bottle and old iron 
collector; of Virchund, the obliging .and obsecpiious 
Marwarri usurer ; of Chimmapa, the tailor, and 
espccaally of Pedro, the half-caste ^Portuguese, where 
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“ best Europe ” goods to eat and withal to drink are 
always obtainable on the easiest terms. A sort of 
freemasonry is speedily established between tliesc 
worthies, and they stick to each other through thick 
and thin. A'cry soon an officer loses his watch, and 
if we were to follow Private Peterson into the Bazaar 
u(>xt morning, we should sec him loiter about till he 
gives, unpcrceived, some signal at a certain shop, 
strolling off, whistling, to sneak round to the back for 
a brief interview with Saloo, or Vii'<:hund, or Pedro. 
1‘rivate Peterson would then come out wiping his 
moustfichc, and would Ire .sons'wliat ffusli of <‘ash Ibi' 
a time, while the Maj<tr’s watch would be well on its 
way to Bombay or Poona, or cLsewherc, in charge of 
some safe Inind, long befort' an\’tliing in tlie sha])e of 
search wxas in.stitutcd. Susj)icioji wajuld fall on the 
wrctf'hed “boy” or l>ody-scrvaut of the Miijor, 
j)rolmb]y ju.st picked up in the Bazaar. He would be 
“led ;i life” for ;i time, perhaj)s be turned out of 
('amp in the end, while the M(‘.ss wmuld inveigh 
against the dishonestv of natix'c servants.'* 

Stolen gems jind pistols, jowelleiy and clotliing, 
are just as easily disposed of llnongh tlie same 
agency. lln])ces in eash reterson and Company 
promptly jioueh, but bank or (‘urreney notes only 
lind a majket witli tlie Marwarri and Lis elass. 

I Lad Ihhui ])ut a few moiilLs in tlie country wLen 

^ jSJoia ]}pnp, — ^JV> Oongress-Waltos and their puppet M.P.’s. 
To all glol)e-trntt(*rs and all belittlei’s of their comitryineu 
dhrcKul ! Enjrlisli otfieers do nol habitually call their servants? 
“ ” — ihtmtml or otherwise — in India ! 
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I was sadly viittimised in the matter of notes. I had 
just been down from Satara to Bombay to pass my 
first examination, and, having come off witli flying 
(colours, easily obtained a months leave, wliieli I 
proposed to pass in Poona with dear old ''Paddy” 
limit of tlie 78th Highlanders, a friend of my family. 
Before leaving Bombay J drevf ^)ut GOO rupees from 
my agents, being tlie balance still to my (U'edit of a 
liberal donation with which my father had started 
nu‘ in India. It was my intention to ])i('k u]) a 
second nag <‘h(‘a]) iJ* I could, while sojournijig witli 
tlie 7Sth, I was advis(Hl to take, up six Bank of 
England, notes for IMO ea<‘h, as being safest to ('arry, 
and likely to realise a good excliangi.* up ('ouutry. 
T stow('d the jn'i'cious documents in a lirand-iiew 
despatch box, ap]j(‘udiug th(‘, key to my watch-chaiii. 
The seeond day after mv arrival at Paddy Hunt’s 
I opened tln^, despatch box to get out a note, wluMi, 
to iiiy hor.ro.i‘, I discovered that only one nott* 
remaimMl out of the ten. Tlie thief had had the 
grai'e to loav^e me one! 

Hunt, as may be imagiinal, was very sok* al)t>ut 
the matter. Jlc suspe(.tted my native servant, wh<» 
was man of the liighest <'hara(;tcr, and had lK*en 
all his life l)efore in the service of a relation who 
liad just retii’cd, and left him to me. 1 suspected 
Hunt's soldier-servant, a particularly plausible li ish- 
man of the name of Callaghan (the 78t]i Highlanders 
was half Irish in those days). It became so un- 
pleasant, and moreover I Jiad only just enough left 
to pay my way to Satara, that I cancelled my leave. 
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and sliook the dust of the little house at Ghc)rpooi-ic 
otl' my feet. 

;\l»(»ut three months afterwards, I luvard froni 
Paddy Hunt that, in eonseijuenee of some antfry 
w»i-ds liei vvpen two women in tin; Ren’inient, iiKjuiry 
had agaiji hcen taken up ahout my missing Bank notes. 
It appeared that Hin; immaeiilate Callaghan was 
“carrying on” with a young woman in the Regiment. 
Slie met a hraw Scotch woman, Avife of a corporal, 
near the (■anteen. The twain had heen having 
“ sups,” and got to (juarrelling, when the Seotch- 
w'oman taunted Callaghan’s light-o’-love ahout 
Callaghan, adding, “ that tlni vera clacs she w'ore 
were Ixaight from that pnir Ihiglish Laddie’s notes.” 
Orderly Room wars succeeded hy (hurt of Tmjuiry, 
and although legal evidence was not forthcoming, 
no reasonable doubt lannained that (^allaghan had 
opened my despatch box by the very simjdc process 
(which I forgot to mention before) of driving out the 
])in that ran down the hinge at the back, and that 
he hail disposed of the notes to a certain JMarwarri 
shopkeeper in the neighbouring Military Bazaar. 

'riie notes, however, averc never traced. Why 
Callaghan shoidd have left me one of them, except 
out of pity for the “ puir English laddie,” I cannot 
conceive. Anyhow, I was very grateful to him for 
liis forbearance. It was believed that Callaghan 
himself mily got fifty rui>cos out of the Marwarri ! 
In the result, Callaghan w'ent back to duty in the 
ranks, with a black mark against his name, and the 
Marwarri was turned out of the cantonments. 
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Most regiments in IikIui, I believe, muiiituin a 
kind of I)cte('tive I'olice of their own in their Jhizaar, 
and they are tolerably efficient in preventing 
drunken broils, but there should be a, (^ivil Detec'tivc 
agency also working secretly with the^ Adjutant. 
A Commanding Officer cannot be toe particular as to 
whom he allows to settle dewh’^ in his Regimental 
Bazaar, for it is a loadstone winch attracts all the 
most dangerous and dishonest eharacters in the 
countrv-side — at least oiu^-half of th(‘ ('rinu' ('oin- 
mitted by or attribuie(l to Tommy Atkins is insti- 
gate<l b\^ thes(^ ras(*als. Then, again, it is a trite 
saying that if there were uo reeeiviU's tltei’c would 
be no tliieves. 


( bjKKRS. 

(\)i tiers in India, though jtrofessionals, an' of any 
(%‘iste ; more eoniuionly they are of the Sonar, or 
Ooldsmith (taste. Tiny range througliout India more' 
or Ic'ss. In the Western Bresiihmcy they have never 
abounded, by ivason probably of th(' great caution 
evinced by the masses of the peojtle in taking (O ia- 
money for payment. Most of my readers must ha\ (‘ 
noti(jed that, b(^ the ]>oor inaji who he may, year 
gardener, your ('oolii* (labourer), liired by the day or 
liour, he carefully rings ea(-h coin on a stom'. InTore 
he finally ties it u]) in tlie cormu* of his garment. 
I have often seen the beaters out shooting thus test 
the four-anna bits I gave them. It is an irritating 
detail to any one, but specially to an official who 

s 
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knows that he can have no cash that has not (*.onie 
direct from the Government Treasury. But, after 
all, it is only natural, and the reasonable inference 
is, that there must be mucli more base coin in circu-' 
lation than, is generally supposed. 

At page 130 of the second volume of (General 
Ilervey's admirable^ 'nook entitled ' Some Becords of 
(Vime,’ he gives a graphic account of the process 
adopted in making false (*oin, wdiich 1 shall take 
the liberty to transcribe, omitting (‘ertain tecdinical 
expressions, which would be unintelligible to the 
Ihiglisli reader. 

“The moulds used are f(>rm(‘d from uuslaked liim;, iiud ii kind 
-of yellow clay, finely powdered and silted. This, wlnui inoistentMl 
and vv(?ll worked into a kind of laitty, is pressed round a]>out t]i(‘ 
piece of money to be imitated ; the mould, thus rudely formed, 
is then pared all round of superfluous stulT, and is placed within 
some charcoal cnd>ers till it j^cts baked. .It is tlnui taken out, 
and when cooled enough its rim is carefuily incised all round and 
the iiuclosed coin released, leaving an exact impression of both 
facies of it Avitliin the hardened amalgam. Tin* two parts ai’c 
next joined together with an adln-sive stuff, and molten tin 
poured into the hollow interior of tln^ mould just formed 
through a small aperture deftly drilled tlii'ongh the rim, wdii(;h, 
when sullieiently cooled, is taken out, whvii lo ! the thing is 
done, the false money ready to hand,. it only remaining to smootli 
away the metal ]irotruding through the drilled hole, and to rub 
tlie piece over Avith dirt or other (-olouring substance whereby to 
give it the appearance of being obi enough. tnonegP 

I have found, or had found by m\^ subordinates, 
plenty of tliese cracked moulds ; for <a new mould is 
required for every l)ase (?oin made. General Hervey 
was writing from his diary of 18()7, and he mentions 
the difficulty in coining the old Company's rupee 
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by reason of the rim being milled or grained.’’ 
(Joiners have made great advances in the twenty-live 
years that have since elapsed, and base coin is now 
turned out inilled in the rim, (piite '‘according to 
Cocker.” The main <liffi(*ulty now exj)erien<‘.ed by 
the profession is to get the weight right enough to 
pass muster in a crowd, and even Vlien tlie provoking 
thing will not ring true. Still, a great deal of base, 
coin does undoul)tedly pass at fairs, pilgrimages, and 
other busy assemblages of ignorant nati\'es. 

Excellent imitations also are being made of the 
('urreiK'.y notes, esp(‘('ia11y th(»s(‘ of tlu‘- smaller 
denominations. Not a year e]a|)ses that tlie excel- 
lent IJoinbay (Jity Police <lo not run in sona^ gang 
of (‘oiners or note-forgers. If this is done in tlie 
green tree, what; will be done in th(‘< dry ^ When 
our enterprising friinids harn some of the now many 
(say forty) pr(.)cesse.s by photo-zincograjihy, and the 
like, for the exact reproduction of anything printed 
or phot ogi'aphed, what a harvest they will make for 
a whil(‘ ! The only wonder to me is that skilful 
note-forgers in England Ime not already been 
in the held, and that India has not been Hooded witli 
spurious currency notes of all values, jirepared in 
Paris, and consigned to agemts all over Ijidia for 
distribution. 1 sliall be greatly surprised if at least 
one good ln|uf is not soon made in this way. 
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MlSi^KLLAKEors. 

Thk Ki(urnN(i Qualities of the Police. 

(JoNSli)Eiiu^(i tlie low ])ny of in liidin — 

the opportiiiiitics for mas,siii;L»' them in any nuni- 
hors for Military EdiK^atioii — that only about one- 
half of them are fully armed, and two-thiids of 
them only half didled, it must be admitted that, 
since theii* reorganisation in 18f)d, tln^ Police of the 
AVestern Rresideiu'y (and dou])tless of tlie whole of 
India) haAT^. shown themselves fairly staunch under 
fire, ^^dlen led hy European Officers they often 
displa}^ a good deal of what the Fi’ench term elan ; 
when led by native officers oidy they are apt to 
develop that (juality whhdi is best described as 
‘O^aulion ” — there is a manifest disposition to get 
under cover if any is availabl(\ But the same may 
be said of Jac'k Sepoy, who is recruited from pre(‘isely 
the same (dasses — systematically and . thoroughly 
drilled’—and perfectly acijuainted with the use of the 
weapon he carries. 

1 have seen some very gallant rushes by a handful 
of half-armed, half-drilled, native Policemen — I have 
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seen them hold tlieir ground with the utmost 
determination against greatly superior numbers. 
Poor Sir Frank Souter, if he were alive, (.Captain 
Danicll, the Keimedys, and )^our worthy (Jity Com- 
missioner, Mr. Viiio.eiit, will certainly betir me oift 
in this. 

On some future occasion I hope to record events 
in which the Police of the W(‘,stei*n Presidency 
greatly distinguished themselves. After all, they 
(ire Avorth looking after, for they make up, if 1 
mistake not, at least iifteen thousaml nnm i]i your 
Presidency, (cxclusiv(‘ of Sind ami your City. 

A1 1 : 1 ;ia A K I o c s 1 ) i ■ mi ks. 

ddui Poli(M.unan j)robal)ly ranks scM'ond after that 
oHici.al (dauKd the ‘‘ Tehsildar,'' or Aiamhidar (Chiet 
Otlhan* of a siil)-'distn<'t), in the multifarious nature 
of the duties he is (Mled upon to perfoiin. Th(i 
latter, aided by the Chief (Constables, ha\^e to give 
th(^ orders, supervis(‘, th(*ir exe('utioJj, and is re- 
sponsible for the money part of the business : the 
Pijliceman has to (airry them out. It is he who lias 
to assemble the peoph‘. if thi^y are wanted in any 
particular numbers, a.s they often are ; it is he wIjo 
has to collect carts, (iamels, bullocks, forag(‘ — aiiv- 
thing, in Jihftrt, that the ‘‘ Sirkar ” may r(‘«juii(‘, and 
he docs it fairly well if he knoAA^s his raiigc and the 
Patels, or headmen, in it. 

I have seen them suddenly called upon to (airry 
out the most extraordinary fads ” of the Coveru- 
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inent, or the CVmjiiiissioner for the time being. 
Kor exainp](‘ : — 

CuLLK(TJN(i THE SpANISH-FlY. 

l^arly in my career iliere was a certain very 
amiable (\»mmissioiier whose great idea, was the 
d(‘\’elo])ment C)f the resources of tlie country, and in 
many little ways lie did much goo<l, whi('h still bears 
fruit. It dawned u])on him one day that a ('crtain 
very offensive inse(‘t, whi('h we all kiK)W as tlie 

P)Iist(‘r-fl\%’' had all the valuable properties of the 
Spanish-tly, or was really the same* s])ecies, and that, 
our Hospitals could be abundantly and cheaply 
su 2 D])]ied Avitli ( aiilharides from our lo('al stoc.h of 
plague.s. He ae(‘ordingly })ersua<le<l the (Jovei'nnKuit 
To grant a, reward of so many annas j)er tola wciglit 
io]‘ the iinsuspe(*ting Iflister-Hy. 

Out (*ame the order, and forthwith all the available 
Police* in the^ country were (‘Ut wiih men searching 
for and ('ollecting the noxious insect. I am afraid 
to say Tvhat tljis little ex2)eriment cost the State, or 
how many Inindj’edwcights of disgusting stuff "svas 
collected in various ].)arts of the country, but I kiio\v 
the <|uest had to be sto2)j)ed suddenly, at the 
instan('.e of the rcj iified Hecretary of the Financial 
.Department. 

It is fair, however, to mention that' (Jantharides 
have since been obtained locall}’ for the Hospital 
Stores, so that perhaps in another (;[uarter of a 
(•enturj the saving on the English i^rit^e inaj wi2)e 
out the crushing first cost. 
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Shakes. 

Shortly after the above incident, I was. working in 
the same Distrid with a Superintendent of Police, 
who went more oi* less mad about an antidote to a 
snake-bite. It was in tljc Southern Konkan, which 
is infested with these rc'ptiles, and where tliQ 
moriality from snak(vl)it(‘s each year far exc-ecds 
that of the whole of India. 

Mr. (J. (claimed to have discovered that tlie 
administration of ammonia to tlie bitten man, with 
(*(u*tain other simjde remedies, such as lamdng the 
W(mnd, etc., was an almost (certain cure. As a 
matter of fa('t, the use of luni dc luce and other 
forms of ammonia, in snake-bite (*ases had 1xM.m 
k»i()wii for many years, but this <locs not .detract from 
ihe merit of Mr. (V’s a(*tion. 

A^'it!l the d(>ggod obstina(‘y of a Scotchman, he 
liammcred away at the subject with the District 
Magistrate, Commissioner, and ( Aovernment, ex - 
])cnding his own money in distributing Licjuor 
Ammonia in neighbourhoods wliere he could per- 
sonally wat<h results. 

Ilis efforts were at last crowned with success, and 
sanction obtahuHl for the issue of unlimited supplies 
of the needful drug, (lovernment were ‘‘pleased to 
direct that Mi*. (Vs system and code oI‘ instructions 
should be extended to all 1 )istricts. 

This involved the drilling of all the Patels, or 
head men — the distribution to them 1)y the Police of 
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supp]i(38 of Li([uor Arniuonia — the reporting of eases 
in vvliieli it luid been used sue('essfiilly, or otlierwise. 
J iKdieve in (‘.ertaiii distriets it is still de rujuem that 
every sub-district Office and evei^y Polh'C Post sliall 
have a st<.)(‘lv on hand. I have no d(.)ubt that in th(‘ 
past thirty years its use must liave saved many lives, 
when the patient Vas in fair general health, and 
witliin reasona])le distance of a depot. 1 have 



»’onu;V t»N sriuKK. 

myself oft(m used it with suc<‘ess in cases of men 
bitten l>y tlie “ Foorsa,”'*' tlie commonest of the 
poisonous snak(is, even tliougli two or three days 
luid already elapsed ; but I do not believe that in 
the case of thc^ Cobra, or that hideoils .beast the 
Chain Vipei‘,f it would have tlie least effect, even if 
it were exhibited within a minute of t he bite. 

* A small brown snake whose naaie I hare not ascertained. 

T Curiously enough called also iJaholo c/c//a//,s-. 
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from trying to cure snake-bite.s to exterminating 
the re^ptile altogether was a natural step, and ac- 
cordingly a few months saw the war of dest]*ucti<»n 
begun, and again 4/lie Police were spread broadcast 
over the country to enlist tlu' peo])le’s aid. It was 
very soon found that the rewjirds tariH* had been 
pitclied too high, and, if 1 renfefii])er rightly, it was 
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cut down to a]j. eighth of the original offer. Nto'cr* 
tlicless, such myi’iads of snakes were )>rought in tliat 
the Government was ('Oinpellcd to cry, ‘‘hold — 
enough, ”,afid to put a stop to the war summarily. 

1 know that in the Katnagiri Distihu alone the, 
expenditure ran up to over a lakh of rupees. Most 
of the snakes brought in were “ Foorsas.’’ dlic fac't 
is, that one might as well undertake to weed the 
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Soutliem Konkaii during the Monsoon as to extirpate 
the Foorsas in that coimtiy — they arc to be found 
under every stone on every hillside. There are 
certain sub-districts in which there live thousands of 
poor Mhars -wlio, always at starvation point, do really 
star\'e between July and Heptember, which is just the 
time of the year when Foorsas are most easily found. 
It would be humane policy to gix'e special grants for 
rewards for Jfoorsas brought in during those months 
ill those particular sub-districts. 

.'\s to the deadly t'obra and the drain Vipei’, the 
tarih' should be much higher, for these real!}’ might, 
to a great extent, he extirpated in a few years. 

Y<ai want to encourage the Mhars ttr hunt foi- 
tluuu steadily and persistently, not to pay any one 
who happens to light upon a x-enonuais beast and 
kills it. Eemember, too, that these two terrible 
rejitiles are apt to iiaunt the xicinity of dwelling- 
houses ainl the pastures. Many a. goal oi- bullock 
dies mysterifaisly which lias sinijily been bitten by 
the ( haiu \'ipev. I should greatly rejoice if J heard 
that the rewards for these species had been raised to 
2^ rupees each, or more. 

Thk Grkat Famine. 

it is unneeessaiy to dwell at any length on the 
excejitioual services reiulered by the* Police during 
the Deccan Famine of 1870-78. Are they not still 
fj’esh in the. memory of all those who worked 
throughout that awful calamity ? 
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It WHS not merely tliat (*rime — esptH'ially offences 
against property — ^mn]ti]>lie<l exe(‘(^(ling1y, that each 
man liad to do ten men’s work, tliat he had to do it 
amid a starving' p()pidation, among which h(‘ himself 
conld liarely pni-(thase food, and in a countiy desolate 
(?xcee<lingly, many villages d(‘serted, others witli only 
a few emaciated wretches ivmaftifiig in tlimn. 

Besides the alaiormal in(‘reas(‘ of ('rime, whi(ili 
filled ev(*ry jail ami hx'k-np. and demanded extra 
guards, the ikdic'c liad to aid tlu' l)istri('t Authoriti(*s 
to estahlish Rcliel‘ ra,m])s, to hunt nj) tlu^ starving, 
anyw]ier(‘ and evt'i x where, and to convey them to 
the Camp or tin* Kelitff AVork. They had, mor(‘- 
oV(M“, to help in getting fxxl grains fi'om the railway 
stations into tlie int(‘rior, and tliey did it all 
witliout a murmur, and, 1 fear, with little or no 
reward. 


The Lo<a ST Jfi.Acau:. 

The (.Treat Famine had pass(*d away, the wr(‘tcli(‘d 
survivors of the ('alaniity had sown all the land they 
(‘ould, and were ('ongra tidal ing eai'li other on the 
prospect of a de('ent cro]>, just then appearing aho\'(‘ 
ground, when myriads of small hopping. (*aterpi]lar- 
looking grulxs, very acffive in their movements, 
wei'e obsty.Ved marching on and over e^my tiling, and 
devouring evepy green blade that sliowecl itself above? 
the ground. There had been a few flights of locusts 
observed in the jiJ'eceding yiTU*, 1>ut they passed 
unnoticed in the greater trouble of the l^Aimine ; they 
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must have deposited their eggs over the country side 
— these were their grubs, soon to develop wings, and 
perhaps to breed again when arrived at maturity. 

The Government rose well to the occasion, and 
.sptired no .expense in attempting to destroy the 
insects as they marched. Again the Police were out 
all over the land, ^u'^auisiug bands of beaters — in-, 
structing tlie heart-broken A’illagers how to use a 
hundred and one devices for the destruction of the 
foe. Trenches were dug, and lines of beaters drove 
the insects into them and buried tliem. Li»n<>', low 
calico ttcrceiiKS, covered witli gum or glue, Avere 
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dragged along in lines, or w(:re erected, find the 
insects drivivn to them, so that they hoppe<l on to the 
sticky surface and stuck tluTe. [jines of fire we]*e 
ignited axaoss the path of the enemy, and they were 
driven to them. The Covernnient even imported an 
expert in the extirpation of locaists, which are the 
scourge of (Cyprus, lait this amifihle gentleman could 
tell us very little wc did not know well before. 

Meantime, the insects waxed larger Hyd. larger, 
developed tlieir wings, and in fi week or so fifter 
doing so — presto ! they took flight and went for the 
forests along tlie Western Ghauts, and thence, in 
vast, dense crowds, went out to sea, and disappeared 
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into space, having devastated the crops over an 
immense area which had most suffered in the Famine. 

It may he that in Cyprus, where the locust is ever 
present ; it may he that in some of the American 
States which are annually ravaged hy great swarms,, 
breeding presumably on the slopes of the R.ocky 
Mountains, some return may one day be realised for 
the vast expenditure incurred in dealing with this 
pest ; but T am very sure that it is throwing away 
moiK'.y to attempt to cope with them in India. 'Phey 
are evei’ present, it is true, in sonu^ part <.)f the great 
Continent, but they usually stick to the fore.st 
ranges. If auy casual visitors wing their way across 
tlie Indian ( )cean, they too ordinarily settle first on 
the forests along the Syhadri range, and, according 
to my observation, take flight again, usually agaiiust 
the wind, over tlu'. o(-ean. 

In one and the same hot season I saw c.louds oi‘ 
locusts loading the forests on the south aide f)f the 
slopes of Simla, and 1 encountered them in the 
“ forests primeval ” of North Kanara. ‘ It is not 
pleasant when you are just “ posted ” in your place 
up a tree in a beat for tiger to find the sun overcast 
by a cloud of full-grown locusts. As they come near 
you will observe vast numbers of crows and kites, 
and other birds of pr(>y, skirmishing on the 
outside of* the flying phalanx, and taking ever and 
anon a dive into the rustling mass. (,)n(;e they are 
on you, you may give up shooting that jungle! 
They fly into your face — great ugly beasts three 
inches long — with a force that hurts consideraldy. 
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They mount on each other in myriads on the branches 
of large forest trees, till huge limbs are broken off 
by their weight, and a horrible foetid odour accom- 
panies them. Game, especially all the deer species, 
abiindon thp area they occupy, unable, probably, to 
bear the smell, or to browse on the herbage tainted 
by their dropjangs <- and the countless millions of 
dead that strew the ground. In ten days or so, 
however, after they have moved, the termites have- 
done their scavenger’.s work, and the corpses are 
dismembered and carried off or eaten — a welcome 
storm comes down, and that nice young grass Bison 
and Sambhar love so well comes up with renewed 
luxuriance. 

The lower castes of natives (‘at tliem in various 
preparations. They pickle them in salt, first jduck- 
ing off the formidable .sciTated h“gs : they dry them 
in the sun and salt them — they press them into a 
loathsome-looking cake, which looks for all the world 
like mashed shrimps. They also have certidu recipes 
for boiling, broiling, and roasting them. They say 
they <are very good. I cannot say 1 ever had the 
courage to try any of these delicacies myself. 

The Kat Pi-ague. 

As if famine and a plague of locusts were not 
sufficient to break down the wretehed people, the 
year following (I think) an unkind Ihovidence decreed 
a rat plague ! The phenomenon has never been fully 
described ; but I have not space in this paper to deal 
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with it adequately. People do not believe it in this 
country. 

Suddenly there appeared over all the districts that 
had suffered more or less from the Famine millions 
<tf rats, all marching from the east towards the so;.i. 
They were almost all of tlie very prettj'’ species known 
as the .Ter])oa rat, shaped just, liko the mammalian of 
that name, and travelling in the same way by j)r()- 
digious leaps. They too ate up e,ver\'thiiig as tliey 
went, gnawing olf even the ])arks of trees. They 
burrowed and bred as they went along, travelling 
ever westward, chieHy l.>y night. The Tanga ponies 
slipped on them as they galloped along with the 
mail-cart — they found out. (-very store of grain, and 
destroyed the growing crops. 

Then came the old story. jUI hands — including, 
of course, till" Police, -to the rescue I All Assistant 
t.ollectoi's ordered out to Panip. Large rewards -were 
oH'ered by Governmenl., to begin with, for the. trouble 
was that the people had got it into their stupid heads 
that those I'ats were, in fact, the transmogrified bodies 
ol' those who had died in the hamine ! 

It was some little time before this notion could be 
expelled, and the villagers induced to collect together 
and hunt the vermin. In the meantime, howevei', 
certain of the low castes, who have no 2>articula,r 
prejudice of this nature, found rat-killing a very 
profitable employment, nofcibly the “Waddars,” or 
earth-workers, whom I have elsewhere described as the 
i-ailway navvies of Western and South-western India, 
turned to with a will. They always eat these little 
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rodents, and esteem tlnem a great delicacy ! And 
“what for no?” They — the Jerboa rats — are very 
delicate and dainty feeders, living entirely on grain, 
vegetobles, and tender shoots. They are as fat as 
butter, and, when skinned, resemble a fat young 
rabbit, and, I am told, taste like one, too. There is a 
legend that an officer* in charge of one of the Famine 
{'amp Hospitals (then still crowded with patients 
suffering from the awful famine uh;er) needed flesh 
and meat fur his patients, and liit upon the idea — 
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and a A cry good one, too, 1 thought, in common Avitli 
<.)t]ier officials — of giA’itig them savoury stews of the 
little Jeihoa. Ilis patients visibly improved under 
the diet, but, alas 1 the (fovernment got wind of it, 
and, fearful of the NatiA’c Fress, peremptorily stopped 
the experiment by a (loA^ernment Resolution, which 
made the oA^er-zealous officer shake in his shoes. 

AVell, to . make a long story short, the Waddars 
and the Mhars, the Khaikaris and all the outcasts, 
got to work. From a rupee a hundred, the reward 
speedily dropped to a few annas. Ghe system estab- 
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lished was this. All (jentres, such as su1)-(listrKJt 
offices, and all huge or (neutrally situated villages 
in the affected area, were made payment depots. The 
rat-killers brought their bags of dead rats to these 
depots, where the tails of the corpses were cut off*; 
the l)odies were either taken away or burned, but 
the tails were tied up as vourfiers into neat little 
bundles like radishes — until a supervising officer' 
came round and che(*ked off the vouchers against 
the amount disbursed. The supervisors (usually 
Assistant (.V)lle(*tors, or Tolic'e Buperintendents, or 
Survey Officers) had to keep diaries, in whic'h 
they would eiiter something like this -— Visited 
Rani//f(r; all ri(/ht~- (umtiied tea t/amsind tails — 
burnt theui ! 

I know that in two districts alone in the Carnatic, 
cloven millions of tails were thus ar'f'oimted for ! 
There were rumours, of course, of peculation, but a 
searching impiiry eli(‘it(*d no ])roof that there liad 
been any. What amount- of treasure this cost the 
State is a secret ; it must have Ix'cn immense, and 
it was just as much thrown away as in the case of 
the locusts, for what were ten or twenty millions of 
tails to the legions man'hing westward ? 

Finally, some tremendous falls of rain occurred, 
which drowned the vermin ; the stream of pilgrims 
from the ea^st dried up, and the rat plague was over. 

Many theoriefi regarding this phenomenon wei’e 
advanced at the time, but- I never heard l)ut one 
that was at all intelligible. lh*ior to tht^ famine — for 
generations past, in find — when crops were abundant 

T 



274 THEORY ABOUT THE RAT RLAGVE. 

and markets distant — it was the imstom of the 
villagers to excavate “ pews,” or undei'ground grain 
pits, lined with cow-dung, plastei’, and straw, 
wherein to store their surplus grain, covering them 
^ith timl,)t!r and a thick layer of earth. What the 
people would have done but for these hoards when 
the Famine broke out, God only knows 1 They were, 
of course, full of rats, but as granary after granary 
was cleared, the rats had to go elsewhere, and instinct 
taught them to travel westward, l)e( ause to the east 
all was desolation : in the forests, in the country 
below the Syhadri range, there might be food of 
some kind — so the migration began, swelling to 
enormous numl)ers, as the little animals, with the 
marvellous fecundity of their species, bred and bred 
along the route. 

1 have dwelt thus, I feaj’, rather with too much 
prolixity for my readers on some — onlij wnie — of the 
raultifarif)us duties demanded of the Indian Police. 
Mea culpa I I c.rave pardon I My ol)ject has Vjeen 
to show that the Indian Police have never shirked 
their work — that they have ixirformed it invariably 
wdth zeal — that they have deserved well of the 
Government whose salt they eat. When Gbngress- 
Wallas, egged on by the “praying Mantis” order of 
of politicians, shall have introduced Anarchistical 
doctrines into India : when Ascpiiths' shall there 
abound, I ’do not doubt that the Native Policeman 
will still be found equal to any task demanded from 
him. He will control and good - temperedly deal 
with processions of the great unemployed — the 
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educated M.A.’h and of the country ; and he 

will dig and find, or not, as the case may l)e, ex- 
plosives secreted about the country. But he must 
be dealt with in comnio]i fairness anil liouesty first ; 
and in my next and concluding I'hapter, I sliall, with 
a, II ])umility, suggest how that should be done. 
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dllAPTER XXVI. 

com EL USION. 

I TRUST that 1 ]Ray have been to some extent sue- 
cessful, in the twenty-five pm-eding ehaj>ters, in 
bringing into strong relief the l)etter <]ualities of our 
Aryan l)rethren, while gleaning from the held ol’ 
memory the incidents most 3*emarkab]e or best 
illustrative of the ‘‘'seamy side/’ of Indian life. 

It was my purpose, also, to indicate Ihe weak points 
in a highly“ini})ortant detail of Indian Administra- 
tion. I have endeavoured to sliow that the Policte, 
who are numerically equal to — perha[)s even cx(*eed — 
the entire liritish Indian Army, la(*k, foi* the most 
part, the detective element.'®'^ 1 will add here that 
this deficiency cannot be supplied, and their general 
moToh can never l)e imj)rov(*d, till they arc suffi- 
ciently yaid. 

It is of little or no avail that competitive examina- 
tions are held in England for young gentlemen to 
join as Assistant Superintendents of Police. This 
is simply beginning reform at the ‘wi*ong end. It 

* 1 always cxdiKie the City Tolice at the tlirce Presidency 
Towns — Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras. The police of the t^vo 
first-named cities take the first rank with those of any in Europe. 
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is the raiik-aiKl-file who need attention, not. tlie young 
fellows wlio arc going to (‘onniiand them. Tlicsc last, 
till Lord lio])erts put down his foot, were usually 
selected from promisiiig young Indian Itegimental 
Officers, who had shown a predilection , hn* P<di(;e 
work. No one will cavil at Lord Eol)crts’s decision ; 
lie is invariably riglit in any^mattei* affecting the 
Indian Armies lie so long and akly governed^ 
Superior Police ( ffiicers can even now be selected on 
the spot, without resort to England, from the Survey 
and Forest r)ej)firtments, whhffi possess (‘X(*eptional 
experience of the country, and kiuAvledgo of the 
languages and tlie p(K)])le. Their ranks can continue 
to ]jo recruited from England : thus, a. (constant 
stream of excellent Suptu*intendents and Asvsistant 
Superintendents might be kept uj). M(m show tlieir 
aptitude and im'lination Jbr this kind of duty com- 
paratively early in their (*areer, so that a Governor 
or Lieutenantdiovernor would have but to select 
from liis list of (jualiiied candidates. 

But to return to the rank-iind-filc. In England the 
J^olice Force is a corps d'rllte in its way. The 1)est 
men are sought for, whether as to physique, general 
intelligence, or 2 )re\ious antecedents. They are 
obtained without difficulty, and, when obtained, J*e- 
ceive a mmffi higlier wage than they could command 
in the fields of labour — they have good j)rospects of 
promotion, ample opportunity ’for showing the stuff 
they are made of— a comfortable pension assured 
to them for their old age. The whole woi*ld cannot 
show a finer body of men, for exainph* — take them 
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all in all -. than the Metropolitan Police, who are 
.thus reci-uited. 

In India the rule is just the other way. A visit 
to the Head-quarters parade-ground of any District 
v^ll stitiafy any one that physique is not secured. 
Of all sorts, size.s, and heights, the men present the 
appeai'ance of a collection of shambling scarecrows. 
They arc willing (as I have shown) and fairly honest, 
but fifty per cent. <.)f them, or m<.)re, are illiterate. 
Their antecedents arc not usually bad (it is true), 
and many of them strike out to the front, and earn 
their small pensions meritoriously. But oli ! tliey 
are so miserably paid! Horse-keeper — gardener — 
cow-men — the very coolie, or labourer, who works liy 
the day — turns up his nose at the pittance the blue- 
coat Policeman receives. He is respected, because he 
•is a man clothed (literally) in authority, l)ut it is 
certain that he uses this authorit}' in many petty 
ways to eke out his slender means. 

^riie inevitable question will be asked — “Why 
should these things be ? ” “ Are there not District 

Magistj’ates, and Commissioners to point out the need 
of refoiTu, and to suggest a remedy ? ” The answer 
is, that these Officers, for many years past, have 
never ceased pressing the question of Police reform 
on reluctant Governments. The pigeon-holes of the 
Secretariats must be full of printed and ^unprinted 
matter on the subject. Secretaries jto Government 
must have written reams, clerks must have com- 
piled hundredweights of “precis,” and Honourable 
Members of Honourable Boards must have racked 
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their brains in MTiting lucid Minutes on Police 
Reform.* “Why, then, has nothing been done?” 
is the next question. This brings us at once 
into a consideration of what the (Government of 
India is. 

It lias lieen (.les<Tibc(l as a complex system oi cog- 
wheels. Bo it is, and a very esi^elleut system, too — 
for India. 

If is the creation of a. Inindred and twenty-five 
y(‘ars or more of a fovchgn nation working among an 
agglomerate of ra<‘es, (*reeds, and castes. A wlieel 
has Ix'eii addtMl h(‘iT‘, and there as occdislon arose : 
some new deAa'lopnient cn^ated, some reform initi- 
ated, as opportunity and means were available. 
t.V)g-wlie(‘/ls Jun e laaai taken out from time to time 
an(.l (vast away a.s worn out : others liave been a‘e-cast 
and replaced, witliout necal for stopping the numliine 
as a wliole. So it must always he : a system of 
dy-\v]i(‘els at full sjaual would long ago have jammed 
or l>r<.)ken the entire fabric' into a thousand frag- 
iiKUits. The machine is worked with the utmost 
simplicity by the Cliief Engine Drivers — Viceroys, 
Jhovin(‘ial and Lieutenant Governors. The modern 

* iicst 1 should l)(3 accused (jf exaggeration, I may mention 
after counting each item that the pa^icrs alluded to in Die footnote 
to page 282— ignoring all that had passed before- --began on 
th(} 22nd JfcJvemher, 18S8, and terminated on ;>r(l February, 
181)4, tlnirt covermg four years and *five montlj^i. Tbe papers 
laid on the Editor’s table (see the Mahratia of 18th February) 
enumerate seventeen letters, two telegrams, and four resolutions. 
Heaven only knows how many memos, and cross-memos, must 
have passed besides ! 
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fuel consists of (Government J{esolutions, Minutes, 
and the like — and very well tlu^y burn. The lulu'i- 
(‘-ating material has heretofore been keen sympathy 
with the pe(>])les (^oiu'crned, the most earnest desire 
for their good, and the advanc'ement of the (Great 
Empire which shamelesKS Elnglisli roliticians now 
decry or endeavouV ‘ to belittle. 'Jhe worst and 
most dangerous lubricants — happily as yet of modern 
and only partial introduction — have l)ecn Ihiboo- 
grease ” and Faddist-oil ; the former is a cori'osive 
of the most virulent type ; the latter, at ])rescnt, is 
of milder action, but still dangcuxjus. It, is being 
used just now with opium, aiid will be comparatively 
innocuous until it be strengtliened by ‘Tarty spirit” 
of English distillation. 

I cannot refrain from (j[uoting at this point some 
of the weighty words used by Lord Ijansdownc^ on 
the 2;lrd of last January, in a spcecli which is, from 
the first word to the last, the utterance of an acute 
and able Statesman on the present position of 
India. 

‘‘On every side new difiiculties uiid ])ro])]ems are presenting 
theiiiselves, nor arc they diminished by the habit of applying to a 
country, wbieh is Eastern to the marrow of its bones, standards 
of treatment whic^h arc essentially European and AVestern. A\^e 
cannot conceive England governing India as if it were one huge 
Native State. Under a British ruler the thing is impossible. 
We cannot turn back. All that we can do whcil. ,we see inor- 
dinately strong# doses of AYestern nostrums pgured down Indian 
throats, is to protest as strongly as we can, and to endeavour, if 
possible, to stay the tide. Another danger, again — and I am not 
sure that it is not the greatest of all — seems to me to lie in the 
tendency to transfer the power from the Government of India to 
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the British I^irlijimcnt.” ('I'lio speaker ^vns iiiternipted at tins 
point for soiuo time by enthusiastic clicerinj^.) 

^ ^ ^ % lit 

‘‘There is no Act of ilie executive, Jh'itisli or Indian, which 
can l)e removed layoiid its control. '^Phe ViiaToy and the 
Secretary of State have alike to reckon av it! i it, and there is *110 
es(‘,ape from its authority. It does not, however, follow tliat, 
be(‘a, use these lAowevs an; inherent in JVrli ament, they should be 
per})etually (‘X(‘rcised by it : and it is the modern tendemty to 
ex(!rcise those ]W)wers continually, and at tlie instaiuje of irre- 
sponsTibh', ]>ersons, Avliich in my ])elief constitutes a, si^rave menace 
to tlie safety of the Empire.” (Loud and (‘oiitinued a])plause.) 

^ 

‘•111 the Ifouse of (\)mmons an «*rratie mem]>cr. in a thin 
House, may carry over the licads of the Secr(‘tary of Stafa* and 
of the (lovei'iiment of India a resnlutiou vitally affectine: tin* 
Avelfare of this country as summarily and as 1 i^iit- h carted ly as if 
the ])ro('eedin2:s were those of the debaXin.i( club of a collejL^e 
]*ather tluin the senate of a p-eat Em])ire. In a (‘ou])le of hours 
th(‘ Avork of years may be uudom^ ; ajid so it may (a)mc to pass 
that, Avhile Ave. are slowly and lalxnhmsly strivin^s:^ to obtain an 
(j(|uilibrinm hetAveeu iiaanne and ex})enditure, or endfiavouriuj^^ to 
im]>rove the condition of our Indian servi(^e, some haphazard 
decision of our masters on th(‘ otlu'T sid<‘ thr(*atens our finamu; 
Avith bajikruptey, or ca]).sizes oiir most cnrefully (amsider(‘h 
schemes for improving the elliciiaK^y of the ])ublic seryices.” 


These words, and other seuten(*es as tei-se and 
valnalde on other Indhin topic^s, ought to cin- 
Idazoncd in golden lottei-s on tljc panels of the 
Cabinet ( -ouncdl Chamber. 

The (|!^cf5stion of l^oliee Reform, like a liinidrcKl 
questions of more or less importance, bis l)een from 
time to time shelved, to make room for whate ver at 
the moment seemed the more pi’cssing matter of 
the day. Famines, and kindred calamities, have 
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stcKxl iu its wa}^ Imgation Works ; Famine 
Kailways and their P'eeders ; Education, the gi’oat. 
cormorant — with its technical and othet greedy 
progeny all these have come from time to tinie — ^ 
niost unrighteously — iu the way of f^licc Refori^, 
in truth, the greatest; the most important of 
tliein all. 

But Governors and liieutenant-Governors want to 
make their mark, not so much in India as in 
England, where their career, if they are ev^er to 
have any ('areer, will be. They have a short term of 
office, and at least the first half of it is occupied in 
learning some smattering of the peopl(3 tiny are 
governing. Pageants and tours take up a great 
deal of their time, and they are naturally wary of 
identifying themselves with reforms wdiicli will have 
only local bearing, and may not t(^ll eftc(‘tively in 
their gubernatorial (-areer as a wliolc. 

Thus has the ([uestion of Polic'o .Reform ]>e(‘n 
systemati('ally shunted,'' though several Govern- 
ments, including Bombay, aj*e understood to bo 
strenuously striving to set their houses in order.* 
It is a matter, moreover, which un(|uestional)]y 

* Since theao pajKJrs have been in tlic publishers’ hands tlie 
Bombay Bolice Reform Scheme has been sanctioned and placed 
on the Editor’s table.” It shows a vigorous atteni])t by Lord 
Harris to riglit a great wrong, but, alas, the monetary difficulty 
was against him. Half a loaf is ordinarily better than no bread, 
but, besides that, the pay of the Armed Poiicc has been kft 
untouched. A dangerous experiment is to be tried with unarmed 
]>r)lioc on comparatively liigh pay. I need not indicate to any 
Anglo-Indian who has worked ' outside the Secretariat what 
that is. 
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Itjvolves increased expenditure ; and for niany years 
piist, with the rupee steadily falling in \aiue, there. 
1ias*'l)een little to spare: no (JoNernor would have 
dared to propose a suhstantial advance for Police 
purposes. Sir Richard Temple— who has- done mote 
f4)i' ,Wesu-ru India tliaii can he accounted in millions 
stcrlin<i in the one matter of Forest oriranisation — 
would certainly have brought Poliiu* Reform to the 
front had he but stayed. But there are not. many 
Indian Administrators possessed ol' Sir Richard’s 
energy and experience. 

No man w-ho has calmly considered the events (»f 
the past few mouths --Be he Anglo-Indian or not— ■ 
ciin fail to perceive the signs of coming trouble. 
T/u’.‘ie riots are abnoniial ; the Police are failing to 
curb, or, what is of imn-e imj)ortan(«, to prevent, 
them. 'I'he time has surely come wheir Police 
Reform lias forced itself iuto tin; first rank of the 
great ncc-ds of the Oovernuient. 

1 do not know how many of my readers may liavc. 
been encamped in sultry weather on totir— not a. 
cloud in the sky, not a breath of wind to stir the 
leav^es of the trees above us — wlieu the trusty peon 
outside -has suddenly opened the tent purdah, or 
'‘Chick” screen, and announced, “ Baheb ! Dibbil 
atsi ” (There’s a devil coming). You look out and see 
advancing ‘over the still, arid plain a thing like a 
waterspout;, tlMckeuing and increasing ili volume as 
it comeS. It is a .spiral dust .storm (how raised — 
Cod knows!), sweejhng over the country. • Anon, it 
will be seen to pass over, suck up and disperse in 
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fienclisli wantoimess liuge stiicks of forage staudiiig in 
the fields below you, or playfully to snatc'li off the 
thatched roofs of the village a few hundred yards off. 
Lucky if it does not take your cueainj)nient by the 
AWy ! If it does, then, despite of tont-])Ogs driven 
newly in, and all your screens braced down, you 
experience a blast of ^Vind, hot as froru a furnace, and 
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find your rt<jors, your table, your lied, half an incli 
deep in .sand. It passes, and all is quiet again, 
hut it is the infallible precursor of a storm of leind 
and voAn. 

These riots hove and there all over India seem to 
me to reseinble ‘‘the devils” we used to know and 
grumble at. They are the forerunners of trouble, 
perha]>s of an oidbreak, which will tax all energies. 
A Reformed Police, well commanded, having in its 
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body picked detectives communicating with tlie 
Commandants, ndll go far to ward off tlie irnpend- 
ing evil. 

If in tbe few preceding (diajfters I may have done 
injustice to any person^ or to asiy class, it lias be^n 
unwittingly. Tn all my — not uneventful — career in 
India it bas been jiainfully impri'ssed upon me tbat 
between us — Englishmen— and tbe various races wp 
govern “ there is an im])assal)le gulf fixed.” Our 
ways' are not as their ways, our tlionghts and haVuts 
not as theirs. Tliii ty-five years have only made me 
more consiious of how little 1 really know of the 
people among whom F have lived so long and liked 
so well. It has beeti in a spirit of keen sympathy 
with them that these sketches have been penned. 
Farewell ! 


T. C. Arthur. 
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